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ON EAST E R Ao | 8 
Romans iv. v. 25. „„ f 
L which we „ call Good Flag; 5 15 
uſing, very poſſibly, a name too homely for, 
| the purpoſe ſuch a day promotes. From Fri _ | 
to the Sunday, when he roſe, including be th, 33 
are three: hence, therefore, that expreſſi on! In | 3. 2 
our creed, was crucified, bas | ; 
| He deſeended int hell, and on the mira day roſe. © 2 
In the precedi ng ſermon we informed you, 5 
that the Jewiſh prieſts and council, thinking 
Jeſus a-deceiver, if they really did think „„ 
and procuring, by their intereſt with 15 
Vor. II. 73 


nation to a Tg feath ; 3 Tana his te. | 
cCiution for infringing on the rights of Cæſar, 
though his crime, in their idea, was pretend- 
ing to be e daten 8 
about his tomb, becauſe when they had gone thus 
far, it was their el to prevent his friends 
conſpiring to bear off the body from the ſepul- 
chre, and then give out that he was riſen from 
the dead; which riſing, he had, 4 faid, 
would-be hd caſe, 

This guard, we muſt ſuppoſe, were well 
acquainted with their duty. They were ſol- 
diers, and at leaſt would keep ſuch watch, that 
the diſciples, one of whom had. openly denied 
his maſter, and the reſt forſaken him, that the 
diſciples, we repeat, a helpleſs, deſtitute, and. 
friendleſs company of men, and ſuch as had no 
greater influence than at preſent we may think 
a band of fiſhermen might have, ſhould, not 
preſume to undertake the dangerous taſk of 
breaking open their redeemer's tomb, and ſteal- 
_ .ing him away. Among the Jews and Romans 
it was, no light matter to diſturb the ſacred 
manſions of the dead, and therefore was. the. 
puniſhment of thoſe, who durſt attempt it, a 
E&vere ane: ſo too, for a ſoldier to keep watch 


£ 


periors. Theſe particulars we introd 
little friends, 8 notwithſtanding a 


* 


about the tomb of 
and * them from. 15 act of cartyl | 


„ 


2 great fuſpicion in the breaſt of T7 


"He the e dhe | 
his diſciples ſhould conceive ſo mad a project, 
the report of thoſe appointed to keep watah 
was this: that on the third day after they wer 
ſet, this project was attem mpted with” ſucceſs : 
while they were ſleeping. e th, I SI3R 

We have dwelt upon this matter rather ful 
little friends, _ if in your tender ag * 


* 


riſe again, we ſhall go very farin ating you 8 5 a! 


hereafter real Chriſtians ; ; ſuch as will not, 45 


» 


St. Paul expreſſes it, be blown about 


_ blaſt of doctrine: ſince, if once the reſi 
of Chriſt Jeſus is but proved, the wonder of 
his birth, which is not fure a greater miracle, 
will need no proof. We it if Jeſũ 
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Yap; 


Chriſt did not miraculouſly. riſe nonie)| e 
death, he muſt, as ſaid the guard, have private} 
been ſtolen from. the ſepulchre, and hat by his 


diſciples : : but it is not likely, that if, „after the 


redeemer's crucifixion, they had once diſ- 


covered from his inability to riſe again, as he 
he had promiſed them would be the caſe, he 


had been nothing more than a deceiver, they 


would then have been ſo ſteadfaſt i in the faith he 


taught them, and expoſed their perſons to the 
riſque of death, with torture, for the ſake of an 
impoſtor. Men are not ſo fond of Pang duped 
ns that amounts to. 

| Therefore he did riſe again; for on the day 
which, by the Jewiſh method of com puting 


time, begins their week, that Mary, who Was 


called Magdalene, with John and Peter, ig 
norant that any reſurrection their lord had 


taken place, came early tothe ſepulchre. . The 


woman firſt arrived, and found it open; neither 
did ſhe ſee the ſoldiers, who were all gone off, 
She, coming back, told John and Peter, who 
ran forward; and, both going in, were ſure / 
that Jeſus Chriſt was riſen. Upon this they 
went their way, but Mary ſtaid behind, and 
weeping, ſtooped to look into the tomb; when 
to the ſaw two angels cloathed in white, and 
| | _ itting 
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13 aſſembled, but in pri rate, as ey fear 


Lis. They e the reaſon of her tears, 
and ſhe ha- Tearce replied, | hen hap ening to 
turn round, ſþ e ſaw the” Saviour 
firſt words we need not mention. 


cluded his diſcourſe by beams, her” 
brethren; as he 
_ ciples, he was Tifen, which f 


cvening of that day, 
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ET” [SERMON X 3 
of the moral ig us 1 the ak. the 


death, and reſurrection of Chrilt Jeſus; for no. 
action, as already we have ſaid, was he eon- 
cerned in that did not convey ſome leſſon o 


inſtruction to mankind; among which e 
vou are likewiſe comprehen 

In a word then, the re: 
you many ſhin 
that charity, and reſignation to God's will, 
which every one among us ſhoul 


5 — lite affords 


8 imitate: his death is in itſelf a type or ſymbol 
of that death to ſin, which we ſhould all ex- 


Perience. Theſe two points, in many places, 


we have ſpoken of already; and his reſi 85 


tion is a token of that birth to righteouſneſs we, 


era. Ven. good lin . 
it knows no aQual righteouſneſs, has all the 
conſequences « of imputed righteouſneſs. A time 
will come, if providence ſhould ſo long ſpare 
you, when that righteouſneſs, from which alone 
you. can draw any merit, muſt be manifeſted in 
| your works : then, for your comfort, you may. 
recolle& what you are told at preſent ; that the 
xeſurreQion of Chriſt Jeſus, if you turn it to 
| as. foe which is. 1 n * 


ing inflances of that humility, 


Fe 


ann 


but with Job you will be taught,/by 


d mother and tay Steer,” © 55 


believe, do you begin to doubt there can be 
ſuch a thing? If ſo, — not to detain you with 
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ity, 90 Sie ſten 
indifference then, but neither will your ſpirit it be is 
depreſſed at tlie idea of your tranſient natur 


as it were; to place your hopes, not ke 
reſt of men, on life, which 3 is ſo ſhort, zu! 
that death which is to in roduce you to 
ending ſtate of 5 immortality; where 
have no reaſon to exclaim, . did in this ſtate 

of being, I muſt' look upon corruption as 
« my father; and the worm as ket Dy 


©Ate you puzzted then at the idea ofs refur TA 
tion, ſuch as the redeemer's was a type of; and 


already, though you are not uſed to argue but 


remarks upon yourſelves, and mo continual / 
change you are incurring; not to mention 


that among you there are 3 who would at 


preſent ſcorn thoſe little ſports and paſtimes 
which rejoiced your childhood, and àſpire at 


greater pleaſures now / than heretofore you did; 


and will hereafter wiſh for greater than what 
now. content you, till the whole collected 


pleaſures of this life will have no Charms to 
emertain o and 9 ning to another 
Hife 


ba * 3 xy * 


„ 


theſe "obferia fions, 'v which. have no author JT 2A 


| becauſ wſc adduced by one, who, ; notwit h | 
he may be poſſeſſed. .of ea affeQion u for y 


is an individual, of no conſequen 08 me we © 6 11 
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ard in this plac e e St. 
un op — of on this > ſubje: 13 ich 
ad at . Being put int dreſs ada 
to your juvenile or inexperienced u underſtan 
they are theſe. All creatures die, 
come into their f lace! inceſſantly; A 
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45 outh, dear little company, bas fpru 2 mg 
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obſerve already in your parents. 
a view, even thou h it be a ſho 


garden: : all the flowers with w hi 


much delighted, 25 | and blo 
ft 7 in a1 


ſively : the leaves fi all. 


ſpring ſhoot- ut 
n of wheat in 


bro 


bo 


9 


EE med the 
maki ſuitable e N 
e with, you ail fin that aturs loſe i 


- 


6 —— IR 


Life, of which the Sayiour's is a type. _ 
But ſecondly; the reſurrection of Chriſt 
Je, if you turn it to che uſe for which i it was 


* ſaid before, of reaſon... 
To diſcuſs this point of doctrine, "© would 
turn Jour obſervation on the reaſon you poſſeſs 


. In the time of your ma- 
Big: when every 8 is vigorous 


is competent to weigh or balance circum- 


But, eee We, : 


177 8 


: 
! 
* 
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ic a ſecond nature. | 
we enjoy at preſent, is at beſt no more th 
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mot ſurely put to death theta that had been 

black a banned is 
2nd desto and. even cuſtom is a tyrant 
that controuls it. Hence that proverb; . a 


fallacious guide: but it will be pe 4 
during that new life of which ahi Saviour 6+ [ 


ſurrection is a ſymbol; © 017 he ie 19 


Thus, does that great feſtival; at 15 5 


lebrated by the church) inſtruct you. May Jr 
all draw profit from the inſtruction. We deſire 
not that the Savioux's reſurrection may reſtore 


but wwe pray that, as the text expreſſes it, vou 
may de juſtified thereby; that God of his abun- 


dant mercy, would vouchſafe to keep ane from 


all mixture with the dead in ſpirit, and preſerve 
you in that ſtate of innocence, dem wiel; at 
preſent, you are under no temptation of depart- 
ing. God accepts the unfeigned repentance of | 
thoſe ſinners who have paſſed away whole years 
in guilt; but he is more delighted with the 


purity of childhood. Dedicate, dear children - 


; 15 3 iy of to his ſer- 


vice, 


2 — 


* 


— 


be praiſed,. that if he died for our offences, he 


Lord and 
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| Riſe you too, and come away; 


2 — 
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Come away, that with glad i Hallelu 


Hymning Chriſt you may rejoice: 


Chriſt, that ſuffer d ſo much pain Hallelujah. 


For our ſake, now lives again. | 1 


OE 


Come away, that you may ſing | Hallau 


Chriſt who died to heal our ſin, 
Chriſt, that late 


ANA i 1 


Hallzhjab. 
Come away, that you may . Hallelaſab. 
Chriſt of righteouſneſs the king. — Halltljah, 


* 


en che le 


allelujah. 


| Hallelujah. 


'd his. breath, Hallelujah. 
Triumphs now o'er pain and death. all bub. 


* * 


you know, dojantcs wher that little tongue of: | 
yours could not even liſp her name: you that have 


3 many illneſſes inſeparabls from the people of the 


climate you were born in, to endure ; ; you that 
reſent, Know not what is learning, and can 


ſcarcely read a tittle of God's word; ; you that 


muſt learn ſome. buſineſs for ſupport ; you that 
no doubt will wiſh: to lead a life of virtue in 
the world, and are poſſeſſed of an immortal foul 


0 fave hereafter, come dear little man, with , 
us, and we will introduce you to a friend. 


You too, dear little women, who have wants * 
common with your brother, but were moulded 
of a weaker frame, and have a conſtitution not 


ſo able to encounter hardfhips; ö you, that hav- 
ing, like your brother, an immortal ſoul to 


ſave hereafter, are much opener to temptations; 
you that when that beauty God beſtowed upon 
you; ripened, as we truſt it will be by the ſtealing 
hours of time, ſhall ſwell into ſuch harmoniſed 
proportions, will be, every day, expoſed to the 
inſidious voice of flattery, to the ſuggeſtions o 

ſome youth who will endeavour to exalt you by 
his praiſes each into a being much above the eom- 


mon daughters of humanity, tho' in the ſequel hs 


reduce you to a creature much beneath them. > 
come, dear little maids, with us, and we will 
introduce you to a friend. 


8 


3 


4 
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likewiſe, mak" afflicted father; 
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1 e e ee e 1 
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give me children or T 


"ay 


wi a ava wi Sa OY 


a 28 


13 pee Can, rea 
itz; and tho! the that ſhould have reard your in- 
oe; is gone, yet ſtill. have hope. Firſt here, 
ie eighteenth of St. Matthew, 4 the ſame. 
time, came the di iſeiples | unto. Feſus, ſaying, 
| wha is the greateſt in the kingdom of heaven E 
and Fe ſus called a little child, and ' ſet him in 
the midft of them, and ſaid: werily I. ſay unto 
you, except pe be converted, and become as little | 
 ebildren, ye Bed nat ener. e the Anchen 17 
| heaven. - 


_ Hheſocver, a a all 75 himſelf as, 
this child, the ſame is greateſt in the. kingdom 
' of heguen; and whoſa ſhall receive one ſuch little 
child in my name, receiueth me, But whaſo foall. 
end vn eſe little. ones. that Belieue in me, it 
der better for him chat a mill ſtane were hanged. 
bout his neck, and that he were droumed in tha 
depth of the ſea, And once again, alittle lower 
down. Tate heed: that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe 
little, ones; for I ſay unto. you, that in heaven, 
their angels do always behold the face of my fathers. 
which is in heaven... For the ſon of man 1 is cm 
ii ſrus thus which was loft... Heu think qe if @ 
man have an hundred ſheep, and one of them. be 
gone aſtray, dath he nat leave the ninety and nine 
and g into the mountains. and feet, that which is 
Lu 
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children, C J his father has mor for theſe many 


i A chriſtian education; 3 Aud ok W 11 


the teſtament at leaſt, if not. the bible likewiſe, 


Well,” that teſtament contains the life of Jeſus 
Chriſt, while he thought proper to refide among 
mankind upon the earth; and, therefore, vo 
have learned, long leg, as we can anſwer for 
you, who th bleſſed ſon of God is: but, dear 


ages viſied he einh; die, as. you recollect 


your catechiſm ſays, in e commandments, 


that he viſits-the iniquities of fathers on their 


 - children: but this viſiting muſt not be under- 
Rood as when we ſpeak of. men or women, 
that conſume their-time in viſiting each other; 
for he dwells in heaven, and his almighty arm 
can puniſh wicked people at- the greateſt diſ- 
| tance Ty therefore, as) we ſaid before, he: has 
not for theſe many ages viſited the earth, nor 
did he ever dwell among mankind, as Jane 
Chriſt did; tho” his! bleſſed ſpirit takes up its 
abode' Within the boſom of go 
what is more, in that of children, who are a 0 


d men, ag: 


ways innocent and lovely. eee e e e e 
Eiſten therefore, while we tel yon "mT i 
God is: hut, in the mean time, little friends, 
be very ſerious ; for you cannot be too much: ſo, 


| _ his __ name is even mentioned... Gad, 


| en THE DEARKESS OF CHILDREN T0 60 - AL 


then is a being ſo. immenſely great, chat % . 


deſcription men are capable of making, can 


ſufficiently ſet forth his greatneſs. By his pow- 
er, you were created, and are kept alive; your 


eyes, hands, heart, and every faculty you 


have, were faſhioned by that power, and you 
belong entirely to him. He made all things, 
the whole world, and every thing therein. His 
eye is much more penetrating than the ſun at 
noon: the howling of thoſe ſtorms, which you 
have very likely heard without at midnight, be- 
ing corafortably ſheltered andi in bed Hourſelves, 
that howling was his voice. His countenance. | 
you could not look upon and live, ſo powerful i is 


its glory: the full blaze thereof would, in a 


moment s time, conſume. you. The whole 


world, as we have ſaid, and all things i in it are 
bis work; and he is able to deſtroy it in an in- 


ſtant, in as little time as you, if you had ſuch 
a cruel diſpoſition, could deſtroy a helpleſs fly, 


by throwing it into a furnace, - By his power, 


as we have likewiſe mentioned, you: are kept 


alive; and were he to withdraw his hand, chat 
every moment of the day and night upholds 
you, then, dear children, you would fall into 
as * pieces as a brittle. bit of glaſs, daſhed 

| _ violently 


| violently by a Ste had, againſt the pare 
ment. 
This deſeription puts your little limbs into a 
fitof ſhivering: you turn pale, and ſeem to aſk 
us if God really is fuch as we have told you? 
Miſerable children as we are! we think we 
Hear you ſay, where ſhall we hide ourſelves, 
next time it thunders, if the tempeſt is God's 
voice? Poor things! be comforted ; your ſitu- 
ation is not ſuch as you imagine; for tho God 
is mighty to do every thing, his mercy is much 
greater. He is in reality your God, but then 
he is your father alſo. Does your earthly fa- | 
ther, he now preſent; hate you, little ones? or 
can he? No. God then, of whoſe abundant 
| goodneſs it proceeds, and only'of his goodneſs, 
that this earthly father loves you, God, we fay, 
dear children, neither hates/nor can he hate 
you: he is love itſelf : he is tremendous, that is 
dreadful in his power, but worthy of eternal 
praiſe and admiration in his mercy; and this 
2 he diſplays much oftener than his po-]. 
The howling of the tempeſt that affrights 
ro when in bed, & in reality his voice; and 
ſo too, is the thunder which you. often hear at 
noon, and which, in your ſimplicity of heart 
you are preparing for: but then, the whiſper- 
| ing 


of your innocence, that 
be entitled to this happineſs I 
over what Chriſt Jeſus ſays to his i 
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we natic e te i 
* 3 with confidence aſſert 2 


wats mi caution aha ns bs nodes, toe 


your happineſs, in this world likewiſe, by ſo 
rigorouſly threatening thoſe that ſhould offend. 


or do you harm: for once again read this: 
A bgſe Hall offend one ef bheſe little ones, that. 


believe in me, it were better for him that a mill. 


fene were hanged abaut his neck, and that he were. 


droumed in the depth of the ſeas Tale - heed, 
therefare, that ye deſpiſe not ane of theſe little ones 
far 1 ſay unto. you, that in Heaven their angels as. 
always hehold the face. of. my father, thich is in, 
Heaven... So ſtrong a hedge it ſeen s, dear chil- : 
dren, has your heavenly. father placed about 
your habitation; or, to ſpeak more 'plainly,, 
ſuch precaution has he taken, and ſuch threats 

| denounced for your ſecurity. It were m ich 

better for the man that ſhall preſume to injure, 


you, that he had never breathed. * 


Vou, then, to whom theſe five eee 
upon providence' s favour owe their birth, and 


who have lately loſt that valuable mother they 
called theirs, but who on her death bed, very 
5 a, in the firm” reliance the gave proof of, 
when 
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to accompliſh this pre- 
ering their creator in 
„ when he fays, 2. 
little ones es that believe f * me. 
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babes and ſucklings, 

| | ngth the he pfalmiſt 
when he 85 theif e a model t 
| < Hriſt Jeſus tells us pl i 
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that Fe KY we 1 converted. and become like lit- 
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children, we ſhall n ever have a claim to 
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pop oa child, U ol ö 
he adds; whoever ſhall humble im. 


« ſelf like a little child, the ſame is greateſt 


in the kingdom of heaven; and whoſo 
* ſhall receive one ſuch little child, in my 
« name, receiveth me.” Adore then, in theſe 
: great aſſurances, the providence of God. He 
gives you children of your body, and thoſe 5 
children are your model, by whoſe innocence, 
ñ you reſemble it, and do them all the good you 
can, your ſoul ſhall have a place in heaven. 
Go therefore, and you too, your earthly ta- 
 ther's lovely little ones, go With him. Vou 
poſſeſs a friend in heaven; and that friend i is 
he, without whoſe ſpecial leave a ſparrow even | 
falls not to the ground: nay further, he that 
keeps a book, in which the very hairs that 
grow upon your head are numbered. Go, be 
happy in this world; and if you part not 
with your innocence, be ſure of happineſs 
hereafter ; for can God, who. will be finally the 
awarder of this happineſs, dear little ones, de- 
ny it you? What mult not be the tenderneſs 
of your creator, when the preacher gazing on 
you, and particularly ſo on you, dear Georgi- 
ana and Lucretia, feels within his boſom ſuch 
emotions of affection in your fayour, as no lan- 
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ly they will be } abſent 


ne, u Ig? Till you reti 3 
bim employ his an you z but employ 3 
not vous _ = 
gratitude convert itſelf. into a $a. ble is = 

r things! you would not, in the "2 
your childhood, always longing, as it 5 1 
view the object it has ſet its heart on - 
would. not certainly. be able to endure. _ oY 


of abſence. _ May the Almighty. pour. his bleſ = 
| fings down upon your head, while you lie feen 
ing in 5 Frabraces: of each other. Ves, rel 


him, « of a "certainty God will ; for be, ſays, 


| to, Jou, is his father's 
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15 not this to Bade a Fiend 2 Poor chi uren! 
had your heavenly father ordered otherv 6 wha | 
then would you' have done; for, as at preſent; | 
you are utterly incapable of any actual ſin, you 
are incapable of any actual virtue. God accepts 
he innocence he. gave you; in the place of thoſe 
good works he looks for at the hand of others 
more advanced in years and underſtanding. Did 
he not, and ſhould it pleaſe him to put out the 
light of being i in thoſe eyes that ſparkle now 
with lively pleaſure, your afflicted father bend 
ing over you might weep, as David did, while 
you were ſuffering: but after your deceaſe, in- 
ſtead of being able to conſole himſelf, like Da- 
Vid, for a fittle cherub he had loſt; by ſaying: 
the poor child, I know is dead; but wherefore 
ſhould I weep? Can I. by weeping, bring 
him back? Myſelf” hall go to him; but he 
mall never come again to me, your father, 
we repeat, would be compelled, "in anguith | of 
his ſpirit, to cry out: oh the unhappy mo- 
ment! He is gone! His little ſoul, in a 
Tonvulſive pang. made way! He was not of 
an age to merit heaven, by any actual virtue! 
Nie departed, though no reprobate, yet ſtill no 
> Ar ack I ſhall n never ſee far WN more. * 
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Thy providence our fafeguard was, : 
While in the womb we grew ; 


"And, when upon the breaſt we hung, 5 
* rom ills it lav d us too. | 


en delon by the hav,” „ 
Thro, ficknefs and thro other ile, 
A formidable band. 


„ 2 
"That thoſe who gave us breath, 
5 e eee | 
ORE e 


1 It from this cauſe then fuch dui lng, 
Dear God how can it be, i 
But that, as Jeſus Chriſt has ſaid, 15 


Then for thy hw. thus 8 theirs, 
Our thanks, Lord, let us ſhow; 
Though we can never as We ought, | 


Repay them half we owe. 
„ . But 
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W E 1 this exhortation, little friends 
and hearers, by obſerving, that pro- 
vided we can point you out the vanity of 
every boaſt annexed to dreſs, we ſhall go very 
lar in our endeavours to prevent you now, 
while you are young, from giving way to any 
paſſionate deſires of being, as it were, diſtin- 
guiſhable among other children by that outward 
finery, which, to the ſhame of human nature 
be it ſaid, too many of the preſent age affect; 
for can there be a greater ſhame to human na- 
ture, than that men, yes men, we ſay, as well 
as women, in their rage for dreſs, in their deſire, 
their anxious with to vie with one another in 
the beauty, elegance and faſhion of the gar- 
ments they put on, ſhould yield themſelves in 
ſuch a manner to that rage, to that deſire, that 
anxious | 


9 A my - — 8 * —— 
* L % 7 f J. 
* 5 * * * * a 44 3 q 


article of dreſs, hi 8 
the wiſh of 
ed in the den they cannot keep 
mingling with, would ceaſe: — but no 


| that money which has ther 


pride of bei fine, continues even then; th 1 
while they gratify it, they are forced to at 1 I 
with themſelves as follows: We will ſuffer 
« ſilently we will contrive to go without much 1 
greater comforts and conyeniences—we ill. 


« keep back the wages of domeſtic ſervants—. 1 4 


« we will totally neglect the obligations on . py: I 
« to give alms—we will not cheriſh a paternal — 
« or maternal diſpoſition towards our children, —_— 
« which is moſt effectually ſhown by giving them „ 


a r education —in a word, we will conſent 


th” 


60 MT PR the world. Wewilldige 55 
« hat others might conceive theanguiſh of aſta 

40 of poverty; 20 (the anguiſh of a ſtate of PO 7 8 
your preacher, by the bye, remarks, when mer 1 


have brought 3 it on themſelves,) „ neee a; ] 
e ap plain, 1 


8 


1 
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«kin; provided we may be more — 
«© dxeſſed out than others. Can we poſfibly 


conceive ſo monſtrous a caprice, to call it by 
the fofteſt appellation language can apply? 

From this caprice, God grant, dear little 
friends and hearers, you may be exempt; and 
that you may be ſo, attentively conſider what 
we have to offer, while we ſhow you, as was 
mentioned at the opening of this difcourſe, the 


Vanity of every boaſt annexed to dreſs, by 


pointing out that nothing in the world can de 
more changeable than what is looked upon as 
elegance therein. No, nothing in the world 
can be more changeable than the affair of dreſs, 
in which what poſſibly might be conſidered 
beautiful twelve months ago, will now be laugh- 
ed at, and | in twelve months time, perhaps, 


-admired again. This change is not the cha- 


racter of arts and virtue, which are therefore 8 
worth affecting, and fit objects to excite our 
zeal; a truth that cannot be advanced reſpect- 
ing dreſs. But we proceed with what we 


meant to lay before you for conſideration, with 
regard to finery in dreſs: to prove it ſuch, we 


have a very certain method, and a method 

which the youngeſt of you will not be perplexed 

10 mw para Tt any picture be produced, 
exhibiting 


8 due not he e toy or -grin-ap- 
plauſe from, company in private life. 
Hence, therefore, may we draw the folleme | 

ing queſtion, namely: If the preſent mode of 
_ dreſs for children beſt ſets: off their gracious, 
form and figure, (bet, for it conſiſts-with»rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe. that, granting parents, anxious 
as they are to place their children's native beau- 
ties in the faireſt point of view, were ſenſible 
of any other dreſs more ſuited to that end, they 
would adopt it) if, we ſay, the preſent mode 
of dreſs for children beſt ſets off their gracious 
form and figure, for ſure gracious may we call 
it, being, as it is, the great Creator's work, 
and captivating, as it does, all eyes; and if the 
grand criterion or diſtinction of that dreſs be, 

what it is at preſent, abſolute. ſimplicity—s 
article tos much about it, Why, when by the 
progreſs of perhaps a dozen years, when the 
ſimplicity of childhood is in ſome degree worn 
off, do individuals have recourſe for ornament 
to that complexity of dreſs, to that tod much 
about Nos which the. preſent 0e of teln. 5 
£26277) 8 or 
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ago 
Would to God w. 
id minds 1 tale no. thought. for r. ment, as 

| the text expreſſes it; or to adopt at leaſt an ; 
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ference, not to ſay an utter ſcorn, 
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| hey be adored for St. Paul lil, in a ane 
ſuppoſe that even 1 are at un 
totally forbidden. The great rule is this that 
all he ornaments of dreſs we may adopt, be 
ſuited to our rank and ſituation; and indeed it- 
ſeems, that all the extravagance of dreſs ſo 
much in vogue among us, is adopted by the 
multitude, who do not think what ornaments 
will really become them. Surely we are au- 
thoriſed to ſay thus much; for. if we were not 
thoughtleſs, would the ſervant maid ſet off her 
perſon juſt as if ſhe were the miſtreſs 7 or the 
man who lives by a profeſſion, imitate the dreſs 
of noblemen, and ſo forth? But we cut the 
matter very ſhort, by urging, that in every 
walk of life, tnen do wrong things for want of 
due reflection, and of courſe, in dreſs. It is 
not likely that the man' or woman who 
think it fitting to debate what dreſs will 105 3 

particular occaſions, ranks, or fituations inthe 
world, will fix on an improper or mdecent per- 
fonal adornment. All the fault is, that we do 

not think in any manner. We experience not 
the conſolation in our errors to alledge that we 

have * — wrong. Our judgment 


cannot 


- cannot err as ofte 
Did we yield up our will to be 
judgment, we ſhould act with te ee 
than we do act in common. If we would but 
once reſolve upon con ſulting our ideas of pro- 
priety in dreſs, we ſhould'diſcern the truth of 
this remark, videlicer: that the intrinſic orna- | 
ment we ought to have recourſe to, and parti- | 
cularly what the female world ſhould be ee 
vant of, is the neglect of ornament, 

«© Behold,” fays Jeſus Chriſt, aeg to the 
almoſt ſavage garb of his fore runner in the | 
wilderneſs, the camel's hair and leathern gir= 
dle of St. John the Baptiſt, they who wear 
« ſoft raiment live in courts ;” or, as he fays, 
kings“ houſes.” But ſince then, the times 
are marvellouſly altered, fo that now the rougher 8 
| ſex are no leſs ſtudious to adorn their perſons, 
than the gentler part of the creation, whoſe ſoft 
character may plead fome right to perſonal 
adornment. But to them, that is the men, we 
wiſh not in this exhortation to addrefs ourfelf ; 
for if the ſhame of their indulging in a practice 
ſo effeminate cannot contribute to affect them, 
their unmanly conduct is far gone indeed: but 
we addreſs ourielf to thoſe who plead their right, 

as being females, to 38885 a female practice 7 
and 
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and to them, we ſay, that in no point of view, | 
can their attachment to that tyrant faſhion, in 
the article of dreſs; be any way excuſed ;; for. 
women, and particularly. thoſe who are not yet { 
united in the bands of wedlock with a huſband, 6 
— alledge they have a right or title to affect a 
brilliancy, becauſe they are convinced it ſets off 
beauty, and becauſe a huſband may reward 
them; but we anſwer, that a huſband, ſuch as. 
is acknowledged worth poſſeſſing, can be gain-, 
ed by no demeanour other than what modeſty 
ſuggeſts. Their vanity indeed may be amuſed. 
by fraud and fallacy ; and lovers ſuch as they are, 
called, by fious paſſions and vain. proteſtati- 
ons may endeavour to inſpire their tender bo- 
ſoms with a real paſſion, ſuch as cannot be, by. 
them at leaſt, returned, in kind Such lovers, | 
every. day. are to be met with ; but are theſe 
the characters that reaſonable women ſhould 
affect for huſbands? reaſonable women, that 
in marrying conſtantly look out for happineſs 
Beſides, while women are deſirous thus to 
pleaſe beholders 'oy their outward dreſs, they 
mult eternally bein the faſhion, and already we 
have ſhown you the inconſtancy of faſhion, 
| that is ſcarcely ever the ſame thing a month to- 
| gether. And if ſo, how monſtrous is not 
| that | 
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8 Irre 7 of the 2 and for this Rect 
Bike the glory of king Solomon, that 


_ glory Jeſus Chriſt referred to, with his purple 
robe and diadem, was fabricated by men's 
hands; whereas the ſplendor of the lilly is 


. lillies of the field, as we may 


call you, that particularly in this exhortation we 
dave preached to, you, in every region of whoſe 
countenance is to be ſeen the ſnowy ſplendour 
ol the lilly, mingled with the vernal bluſhes of 


the roſe, may God preſerveyou in that happy 5 


innocence of heart, of which whoever is poſſeſs 
ed, knows neither that pale caſt of hoot wid 
thoſe diſtempered burnings of confuſion, which 


doſe guilt or affe cation frequently diffuſes over 
the whole check. Since beauty] the gift of hea- 


ven, cheriſh that beaiit which every one 
of you may Have received, and think it the adorn- 


ment 6f a termple framed for the Almighty's holy 


ſpirtt to inhabit. Let that boaſt, ſweet hearers, be 

your only pride. All other ornaments ſerve only 
to keep vanity alive; ; and ſhe that would admi- 
 niſter to fuch à paſſion, muſt in reaſon paſs for 
" vanity herſelf. And you, that with leſs 8 15 
w a diſplay of dreſs, may have as ſtrong an in- 

ination, tho” not half the 1 conſi- 
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46 
and a aha of 1 _ were written un- 
der the immediate inſpiration of God's holy 
ſpirit, in. the heart of Solomon ; for Solomon 
we need not tell you, was a prophet ; that is, 
one inſtructed by the Almighty to fortel mo F 
things as ſhould in future come to paſs. 
follows then from this, that while the truth 
other proverbs may be called in queſtion, theſe 
are truth itſelf; and one of theſe indubitable 

| truths i is that which we have choſen for our | 
text. The lot is caft into the lap, but the whole 
At gene thereof is of the Lord. | 

The circumſtance of caſting lots ſeems no- 
thing more than what even you have frequently 
recourſe to, when you hold out ſeveral lengths 
of paper in your hand, and ſee which of your 
company ſhall draw the longeſt ; "when you 
gueſs as the expreſſion is at odd or even, and 
the like. It is determining ſome point in ſuch 
away as ſhall not in the leaſt depend upon 
yourſelves. Now, nothing more is meant by 
what the prophet- tells us, when he _ , ths; 
| bot is caſt into the lap. 1 

One obſervation we muſt otwittiinding 
make. You' do not think that when you 
_ ſeek amuſement from the act of drawing ' forth 
the * bit of paper out of ſeveral I" Yengths, 
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ſervient to bad prixpoſes, 1 K unght be inne 
iy had recourſe to; in the preſent days, by thoſe 
h uit together at a table, and apparently de 
pen en the deciſton of What men call her 
for tag avg in a {pate of fime no longe! 
frequentiy, than an what kegeln 46 pronounce 
Wee iert tab 10. Slo 40 50 2 107, 0 
ar the oY ee eee 
. caſe: ſince men, ee fra for nothing 
but their ſubtilty, avail themſelves of this ſup- 
Poſed equality between all thoſe who are en. 
8 paged together, and by virtue of a number of 
; \contrivances, on which, be auſe we are not 
| converſant in the ſociety of ſuch "adventurers, 
we are not competent to ſay a f5llable, but on- 
| iy know that ſuch contrivances do really exiſt, 
by virtue of àa number of contrivances, we fay, 
find means to cheat their thought 9 m . 0 
er companion. t, e 
Now, among too many engines n ads 
wſe of in the way of chance, a8 We have Juſt 
now called it, every one productive of bad 
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permit him to benctawides letter. "It 4% m 0 
alas! than what will ſerve us as a wart 
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unhappy youth; for how, 
you but that granting 
to a cuſtom ſo ſeducing, ye 


courſe to fuch 2 ſpecies of amuſement as he 
| than make anſwer to chat 

; we will aſk yen one, which may com- 
prize within it the whole force of that” rep! 
you need: and chat is, whether we mould 
think it likely you will meet with uch a me- 
 Jancholy fortune, if you do net have x 
ies of amuſement as he p 
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— en to conduct this little congregation 


e name, in ſuch a manner 
or exhilarating paſ- 


Does not David call on dragons, all 
celebrate thy praiſes? Why then aur 
theſe before thee, in their ſports and recreati- 


ecing take off 


But through my mind, 


ſport and x y that I may. 
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tell you, little children, is the _ 
tongue: it follows then, "tha it he who - oy 
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| bably on this account, the. 
organ neceſſary in the act of ſpeaking is ex- 
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he who. ſain 3 lead a virtuous life, does 
but deſire to lead a life, as —.— defines it, 
different from brute beaſts that periſh; _— | 
regulation. of 


pedient: for we know that ſome men's con- 
verſation is of ſuch a kind, that notwithſtand- 
Ing they, as well as all their fellow creatures, 


have received a tongue, to render them more 


excellent than brutes, they uſe it aſter ſuch a 
manner that it ſinks them much below chaſe 


* Accordingly, the fame apoſtle, who * 
our text, has, in a verſe or two before it, 


reckoned up ſome few, among the many wick- 


ed purpoſes, whereto the tor 
applied ; which wicked pu 


e is frequently 
es, that he may 


2 put their vileneſs in much ſtronger colours, he 


contraſts with thoſe good purpoſes that are 


directly oppolite thereto. Thus, if you look 


four verſes higher than the text, or at the ninth, | 


he ſays, as you will find: therewith, be- 


fore-hand having ſpoken of the tongue, leſs 


we God, even the father; and therewith, curſe 


tue men who are made after the fimilitude of God : 


y ou of the . mouth proceed bleſſing one curſes. 
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may have a juſt idea of the obligation you are 


nts van,” To which we are le add 


a — two ene from 


. — e and; nee 
which we would not dare aſſert upon our own au- 
thority, but which it is expedient, little friends, 
you ſhould be made acquainted with, that you 


wider to reſtrain, betimes, the freedom of your 


tongue. He introduces his remarks and ob- 


ſervations on this duty, by informing thoſe he 
writes to, that if am man offend not in word, the 


| ſame is a penfect man, and able alſo to bridle the 


evhole body. ' Behold, he then continues, ue 


put bits in horſes' mouths that they may obey us; 
and we turn about their whole Body : behold alſo 


the ſhipe; which; though! they be fo great; and uur 


driven f fierce winds, yet are they turned about 
with ' a Jmall helm, bine fever the governor 


Tifteth. © Even-ſo, the tengue is a little nember and 


boaftoth great things. Behold, how great a matter 
@ little fire kindleth | and the tongue is a fire! a 
world of iniquity ! ſo is the longi e among 917 
members, that it defileth-the whole body, and fetteth 
on fire the courſe of nature; and 18 ſet on fre ef 
_— * kind 7 brofts and * and of 
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5 are 


truth be has 
of goodneſs (be 
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we turn the greateſ] 
into nba witneſs s riches, in reſpect of w 


needle's eye, than any rich man 8 . 
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ations: hs: is * man that: Pall relieve thet 

poor and needy; God ſpall ſend him ſuc 

1 time of trouble : but the difference bet 
RR... opinions may de eaſily accoui 
= David had in view the worthy” "uſd, of riches, » 

= =» — any other things called good 
I In life, which was intended to beſo. but which 


——— dhe effces of r yo and phate 
Theſe are employments, on the part of men, 
moſt pleaſing to the great creator: and let no 
one look upon that inſtrument, which the Al- 
mighty has beſtowed upon us for ſo good a pur- 
poſe, as he would do on a g delignod eee 
deſtruction. eh £35 6 

But what follows Bü this uſe to wh 


* yy" be cos rap much follows from 
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loſs of all 
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neſs which was 5 utterly corrupted with ſo. many 
ſores ; that wealth, to which ſuch. want of all 
thi had ſucceeded ; ard that houſe full late- 
ly of beloved children, but in which. all ſud⸗ 
denly. Was deſolate, at leaſt as he im: ined.” 
He had not forgot, we. ſay, that all theſe, bleſ- 
figs had proceeded from the liberality of God, 
Who might with. juſtice take them from him; 
and that tongue which, when the news was 
brought him of his flocks, his ſervants, and his 
children, all at once thus taken from him, 
could not only ſo religiouſly abſtain from every 
accent of complaint, but after he had fallen 
proſtrate on the ground, confeſs as follows: 
Natad came | firſt of all into the world, and naked 
4 ſhall leave it too, It was the, Lord that gave: 
end it is now the Lord that takes, away, Be therefore 
his almighty name for euer bleſſed of me. Yes; that 
tongue which proved its much afflited but re · 
| ſigned poſſeſſor, to be really a wiſe or virtuous 
man, endued with knowledge, and one, likewiſe, 
who would ſhew his works by what the text, 
as you; remember, calls good converſation ;— 
we repeat, that tongue, dear children, which 
could give ſuch proof of reſignation to God's 
will, was ſatisfied with anſwering, when his. 
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: wy — mu 80-20p0 this trifling 


vine of giving . bea to profa 
which was made for prayer and praiſe. . 
yet we ſtop not here; for weighing wellithe 
dignity ot theſe" two offices, and how exceed- 
ingly they pleaſe God's ear, you will-not vilify 
your tongue with falſity, or (if ſueh uſe as we 
are going now to mention can be poſlibly avoid- 


if you compare 
it with that Prayer and dee ene de mee 


as the wehe — Fodpes he had 


he expreſſed it, into judgment, which mankind 
ſhould ſpeak; for what occaſion is there, little 
friends, for idle converſation, - when that love 
we ought. to have for G 


Kuen as is ſo far from being idle, that God's 


ſpirit is delighted with it? And, indeed, how 


can it poſſibly be otherwiſe? How can the love 
of God frame any topics of diſcourſe, but 


what his * ſpirit muſt be n with ? W & 
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have ſaid already, "a Yip EVEN. unn E: auen 
a manner of him, as accords not with eee 
you woda tba erte chi, No; b 
ee Fo how winch joy and pleaſurs 
mult fill up thoſe heavenly Outs 
diſplays his glorious preſencg. Tou 
every now and then repeat — 
the name of your creator, friend, and bene- 
faQor. You: would means ee r then. in 
God. mmer Jaculate, does 
not that name, above all otters, ſound 10-000 | 
delighted hearing! how e 1; dots 
appar: when written upon paper, . CO 
in rememibrance of the:kindneſs he takes, 
| pleafure every day. to ' thew: us Ani: beſides, 
is not checked by any incapacity within him, 
or adhering to his nature. Love then Gody 
dear children, your exeator, friend, and 
factor; it will be à fountain for ſuch heads of 
converſation as will fave you from the crime of. 
every thing that looks like idle talk, and much 


of 


more ſo, fallaci are peger wicked a. 
verſation with each other, if the education you 
14 5 receive | 


eonvencarION. „* 
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receive could. poſlibly allow us to N you 
would in any manner make yourſelves ac- 
countable forithis Kft Im. 
The text then, literally ſpeaking, may, with 
great propriety, dear children, be W to 


you. Who, therefore, is amt 


A ay child among you, or 2 child endued 


With knowledge > let him ſhew he is ſo by his 
converſation. With this admonition we diſ- 


# * 


ſermon yot! have heard, has been a triffing on 
Bad converſation, ſurely i is a ſource of vice, that 
| thoſe who are eng gaged in education ſhould 


miſs you. Think not, that the ſubject of this 


attend to, and Api the miſchiefs of it. May 


the Almighty, of his grace, ſucceed their vigi- 
lance, and no corrupt commi nicationg iſue | 
from you. May yo lips, , your tongue, and 
every organ of your frame, be dedicated to his. 
ſervice, In the troubles of this life may you 
experience God: your certain refuge. On your 
death-bed, may he be your hope and con- 
ſolation; and at laſt, when that eternity begins 
to which we all look forward, may be prove 
your e through Jeu Chriſt our 
Lord, ke. . 
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But let it thy name extol all day long; 
5 Thy praiſe for paſt nefs, ſtill let . 
And hope that freſh mercies, thy love will 
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ng of thee, as at all times I ought, 
Thro' life I ſhall paſs, pure in deed, word, 
thought: eee 
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| Give HAS 1 a Wp! wiſe m man, rand he will. 


7ES, * children, and the rule will hold 
reſpecting thoſe too of your ſtanding in 


the world ; for take due notice, that the words, 
coiſe man, here introduced by Solomon, when 
he informs us that inſtruction given ſuch a one 


wall make him wiſer, mean a man repleniſhed 


with. ſuch wiſdom, as the generality of people 
loſe ſtil more and more the further they have 


travelled « on in life from childhood, who inſtead 


of wiſhing to take counſel, or receive inſtructi- | 


on, will be always arguing on it. Now a. 
- Thild's behaviour is not this: inſtead of arguing, _ 
he is glad to pay obedience, Mou have heard, 
no doubt, that children make much greater 
Progr s in whatever they are ſet to learn of 
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maſters, than grown people. And, why do 
they ſo? becauſe, however ſtrange you may 
conſider the expreſſion, they are wiſer than 
grown people ; not becauſe they have a greater 
underſtanding ; ; for, in fact, men's underſtand- 
ing ripens in the ſame proportion as their 
ſtrength increaſes: but becauſe. they are con- 
vinced, what little ſtock of knowledge they 
are really poſſeſſed of; while grown people 
think they have within them an immenſity of 
knowledge. Hence, were we to give a defi- 
nition of the thing called wiſdom, we ſhould 
call it very properly, a conſcious knowledge of 
our ignorance. Now, who can be more like 
ly to poſſeſs this conſcious knowledge of their 
ignorance, than children? it enſues then, 
as ſuch ignorance is the foundation ſtone 
of learning, or firſt ſtep to knowledge, that 
inſtruction given a wiſe child will make 
him wiſer, while a fooliſh child will, by the 3 
ſame inſtruction, grow more fooliſh © © 
Chuſe, dear children, whether of theſe dif. 
ferent parties vou will be enrolled with; whe- 
ther now, while you are under the tition of 
inſtructors, you will wiſh to be conſidered wiſe 
or fooliſh : but be ſure of this, that on the pre- 


ference you give to cither party, will depend 
your 
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your happineſs or forom in this life,” and that 5 
| which is to follow. Solomon informs us, that 


N to aſk for knowledge, is a ſign of previous know- — 


ledge in the mind. If it were not, would he 

have made that choice which is on n of 
him? Let us give you a detail of this ſo cele- 
brated choice, extracted from the firſt of ] ings. 
The Lord, as we may gather from the ſacred. 


_ writer, when king Solomon was ſacrificing (o 


him at a place called Gibeon, ſhowed himſelf 
by night, and thus beſpoke him, through the 5 
medium of a viſion, ſaying: aſt what Ih 
give thee: and. the king made anſwer: to the : 
following purport : : Thou haſt ſhowed great 
mercy o my father Deuce, in proportion to the _ 


truth, integrity of heart, and righteouſneſs with 


which he walked before thee, and haſt added this: 
great kindneſs, namely: that thou gaveſt him a. 
fon in his declining years, that might ſucceed him n 
the throne. And yet oh Lord! what am I? no. 
thing but a little child,” incapable of governing ſo. 
great a multitude as were my father's ſubjetts.. 
Give thy ſervant therefore a judicious and an ho- 
neſt heart, that he may judge thy people, and diſ- 
cern between the good and evil, This | was the 
requeſt of Solomon ; and as we-read, is pleaſed the. 
Lard that he had aſted this thing ; en which ac- 
E 2 2 count, | | 
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ount he ſaid, hin thau haſt et b 5 


famding, and not length of days, or riches, or 
the conqueſt of "thine enemies, I do according to 
thy words. 1 give thee underſtanding, and the 
things thou haſt not aſted for, namely, wealth 
with honor; and if only thou wilt execute my 
—— I will give thee likewiſe length of days. 
Thus far the prayer of Solomon, with the 
fucceſs it met with: ſuch is uniformly the ſuc- 
ceſs of thoſe who place their ultimate depend- 
ance on the providence of God. He may in- 
_ deed ſometimes deprive them of one bleſſing, 
but he grants them conſtantly another in its 
ſtead; and if we ſeek his kingdom, and the 
righteouſneſs thereof, we may be ſure that 
many other bleflings will be added to it. Seek 
then you God's kingdom and the righteouſneſs 
thereof; and in the ſpirit of that prayer addreſ- 
ſed by Solomon to the Almighty, in the book 
of wispoM, the ninth chapter, verſe the fourth, 
as he did, ſay: Oh God of my forefathers, „give 
me wiſdom that abideth by thy throne, and caſt 
me not away, when I requeſt to be received among 
the number of thy children, | 
Think of this, dear little friends, and fer- 
vently pour out your hearts in prayer, that God 
would of his mercy grant you wiſdom to ſolicit 
| at 
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blefling to the inſtruction you receive, ſo as ta 


render you ſtill wiſer ; for as now muſt be con- 
feſſed the time, in which you may with greats 


_ eſt profit to yourſelves, remember your creator; 


ſo too now, muſt be confeſſed. the time in 
which you may with greateſt profit to yourſelves 


5 


remember that the buſineſs of your youth is to 


become poſſeſſed of knowledge, or be wiſe, 


while wiſdom may bring conſolation with it: 


for belleve us, there i is ſuch a thing as wiſdom * 5 
which interpreted in ſuch a manner as it ſnould 


be, means remorſe of conſeience, or at leaſt 


| experience*purchaſed at a heavy. price indeed eed > 
yet ſtill, dear children, is it wiſdom or experi- 
ence, and the price, though heavy, cannot be of 


greater value than the thing it buys. Such wiſ- 
dom or experience was the prodigal's, in his re- 
pentant ſtate. Alas! thoſe goods he challeng- 
ed as his portion, and which goods the affection 
of a father gave up to him, were ſo valuable 
that he did not ſee he was ſolicitous to leave a 
houſe, where even the domeſtic ſervants had 
ſuch plenty; but when wiſdom or experience, 
owing to thoſe ſorraws or diſtreſſes which were 
brought upon him by irregular and vicious 
CT. got admiſſion to his heart, he found 

ET 2E 2 | bow 
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| low "ORR it would make him, Sl his fa 
ther only condeſcend to grant him wages as a 
ſervant, after as a ſon, he had deſpiſed” his 
kindneſs. The condition. of a hireling 8 800 
when compared with that of a beloved ſon, was 
in reality humiliating; yet with wages he 
would hardly die for want; while keeping at a 
diſtance from his father's houſe, he ſhould 
infallibly be ſtarved to death. The figurative 
fenſe of this expreſſion, farved to death, dear 
little hearers, underſtand; exert your utmoſt to 
avoid the horror it e : and granting any 
one among you ſhould have let too great a por- 
tion of his childhood paſs away, without obtain- 
ing that degree of learning he might eaſily have 
gained, let him reflect open the prodigal, and 


mimitate his conduct in the ſpirit of i it, or come 


back 'into the path way 'of his duty. And let 
thoſe, who like the prodigal's more duteous 
brother, have not hitherto miſuſed the ſeaſon of 
their childhood, but employed it to the utmoſt 
of their power in gaining knowledge, ſtill con- 
tinue their aſſiduous conduct. They will find in. 
ſuture what a permanent foundation they have 
all along been laying for their happineſs in this 
world, and as elſewhere we have intimated, in 


* world that! is to come hereafter, 
a > Dear 


a 


to employ the ſeaſon of your childhood 
acquiſition of ſound learning with poli: | ac | 
compliſhments, and laid down all the benefits 
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Dear üiſciples- you that are thus bleſſed * 

providence with parents, that have where- 
withal to give you a polite or learned education, 
we have nothing further, or but very little 
more, for your attention on the ſubject of this 
ſermon; having in ſo many paſſages of other | 


ſe mons, ſpoken of the duty you are | 


that will reſult from ſuch ſaund learning and 


polite accompliſhments-i in future. to you. But 
you know, there is another portion of the riſing _ 


generation, thoſe we mean on this occaſion, 
whom the charity of well diſpoſed and affluent. 


individuals look upon as proper objects to em- 


ploy itſelf upon, that i in a chriſtian land they 
may not live without a chriſtian education; 


and to theſe we would devote the whole re- 
maining part of our diſcourſe. Yes, plants 


that are particularly watered by the dews of 
Heaven, ſince it is not nature working in the 
hearts of parents tor thoſe children which even 


inſtinct teaches them to love, but grace diffuling 
its exalted influence through the boſoms of 


= men and women, for thoſe children which 


* 


. * 


their aer inſtructs them to hold Procienps.s 


a 
: 
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as no lels proceeding from the hand of me Al- 


mighty than ne een, we repeat, it 


is not nature, but God's grace that prompts 


the boſoms of good men and women with that 
pirit of benevolence which every day ſupplies | 
you in ſo many quarters of the land, like Dor- 
cas in her charity, with coats and other gar- 
ments ; and which goes beyond the charity of 


Dorcas, by annexing to ſuch valuable gifts, the 
benefit of ſchooling, and ſure means of know- 


ing God. Ves, plants, we ſay, that are par- 
 _ficularly watered by the dews of Heaven, weigh 
well you happy fe tune, and employ the op- 
- portunity afforded you in ſuch a manner as may 
moſt accord with the benevolent intention of 
your friends, We do not ſay, get all the 
knowledge you can poſſibly pick up, though 
that is, in reality, your duty; ; for when put into. 
the balance with another duty of much nobler 


ſort, it rather looks like cunning, as if any one 


ſhould ſay, I have got ſuch or Juch a friend, or 
patron, and will make the moſt I can of his gv 
vill and not I have got fuch or ſuch a friend, or 
patron, and will be as grateful as I can fer bi 
good will, Hence, little 6nes, you may ſee 
clearly, that the nobler duty we would recom- 


, ene is that ot gratitude. Ves, children vt 


| . | 4 o LEARNING. | 
| homility, be bee ber dle begefft hebt 


upon you. Let thoſe little hands which were 


beſtowed that you might lift them up to God 


in prayer for bleſſings on yourſelves, be ſome- 


times likewiſe lifted up for bleſſings on your 


friends. And that your gratitude may never 


want an object to excite it forcibly within your 


heart, look often at yourſelves. While other 


children ramble up and down the ſtreets, or 
ſtroll along the public roads half naked, and 


expoſed to all the wretchedneſs of cold and 
hunger, you are cloathed with comfortable 
raiment, and no few of you ſupplied with com- 
fortable food. While other children live in 
ignorance of all thin gs, you are, on the other 
hand, taught many uſeful matters, and inſtruct- 
ed in your duty firſt of all to God, and in the 


next place to yourſelves. We doubt not bit 


you read your Bible, and may very well re- 


member how the little Jeſus, when a child, as 


moſt of you are, every day grew up in wiſdom _ 
and in favor both with God and man. Re- 
ſemble him in this increaſe, which you may do 
with eaſe, ſo great is the attention paid you? 
and endeayour, each among you, to be that 


| wiſe child the text alludes to, who, provided he 
15 ee will grow yet wiſer. Pay obedience 


F 'Y | 


Eg | to 


SERMON. Ain. 


to your parents, be ſubmiſſive 10 yourt achers, 
and as all of you ſhould both begin and end the. 
day upon your knees before the Almighty, 
make it conſtantly, your prayer that he would: 
| bleſs your efforts to be grateful for thoſe clothes. 
and that inſtruction you receive, of thoſe: 
who never knew you; being taught not only 
how to read, which would ſuffice that you: 
might know God's will and pleaſure; but even. 
write and caſt accounts; in which, if you arrive 
_ at any tolerable ſkill, that is, if you are ready 
Tith. your pen, and good: arithmeticians, you 
may be aſſured of gaining in this land of trade, 
2 comfortable livelihood: - And, little maids, 
we have a word too of encouragement for you. 
Your future ſituation will be that, we take it,, 
of domeſtic ſervants, which the ſeveral arts of 
houſewifery you are inſtructed in, will fully 
qualify you for. In time, when you are ſettled 
in the world, we doubt not you will hear it 
ſaid, that ſervice is not an inheritance, and more 
ſuch ſtuff. But be aſſured that theſe expreſſions 
come from none but indolent and worthleſs 
ſervants, who, it muſt be granted, are ſo often 
changing places, that they cannot poſſibly ex- 
perience an inheritance in ſervice. You will 
find your intereſt in never quitting that firſt 


able alſo to fave money, and ſo nd 
and diligence 


that Jolph 
il you W care to imitate him, you will find 
your recom can never fail you in futurity, 
though here you ſhould remain unable to obtain 
le maintenance, which is fi 
ever be nd ons. te gk os 
write theſe great 
RES eee kit: of ſuch as we have laſt 
been preaching: to, and fill the firſt with proper 
notions of their py ſituation, ſo that they 
may turn it to their benefit in future life, by 
acquiſition of that learning, which their anxious 
and indulgent parents pay to have them taught. 
Let the ſolicitude of theſe in favour of all wy ws 
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5 proceed. ng from their loins, eben of 
other children, who, at leaſt, ſhould not be 


deſtitute of a religious education, and accord- 
ingly may they conduct themſelves in ſuch a 
manner, that when finally the time is come for 
gathering up their fect into the bed, as Jacob 
did, and having, as he had, their children 
gathered round them, they may every one have 
cauſe to ſay: Dear children, I have always 
looked on gold as refuſe in compariſon of you, 
which gold TI have at no time ſpared, wher 
called on to ſupport, to educate,” and clothe 
the children born to others, and who, doubtleſs, 
looked on gold as refuſe in comparĩſon of them. 
Fear nothing, therefore; for, dear children, 
” though 1 die, God will be always gracious to 
vou. And this thought that ſhould be con- 
ſolation and fupport to ybu, now ſweetens that 
unhappy cup which J muſt drink, obedient to 
God's will and pleaſure, fince the moment of 
cur ſeparation from each other is arrived. God 
grant, dear children, that your parents may, in 
dying, have this conſolation, for the Take of 
* Chriſt, K. b 
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Of my ſcant havings give, 
volume they, may r 
at it contains, and live. 


Here, in a country, 
And ſciences adorn. 


Oh Lord, that J was 3 5 


ile, ſince around my 
oſe parents have not w 


Thoſe arts and ſciences to know, 
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1 Acrs ii. V. 4. 
Thy were all 2 with ahe holy chit. 
W 1 Tile. chili. 


what we fay once more, that a 
miracle performed by the Redeemer, did? not 
merely ſet forth his divinity, or power, but 
was inſtruQtive too. Accordingly, by / this 
which we ſhall now conſider, we are taught, 
that deſtitute of aid and ſuccour from above, 
whatever we may undertake, no matter how 
important to God's glory, we are weak, and 
cannot poſſibly ſucceed therein. Of this, our 
Lord's apoſtles were convinced ; for how could 
they be unconvinced when he had given them. 
ſuch inſtructions on this head ? And here we 
enter on our preſent ſubject, namely: the de- 
fcent of what is called the holy ghoſt on Jeſus: 
Chriſt's TOR , which he called the promiſe of” 


— 3 Ws d 
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. 


aſked him, if, as conſequential 
s reſurrection, he intended to reſtore im- 
3 the Kingdom to God's people ? But 


« the times or ſeaſons, 
thought fit to put in his 
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AO 88 
cc ſhall - omit, all of you, 3 hez 
« have power, when once the holy ghoſt is 
ic come upon you, and ſhall then become my 
40 witneſſes, not only in Jeruſalem, but likewiſe 
s in Judea and Samaria, and in every diſtant 
* region of the earth. And when,” ſays our 
evangeliſt, « he had ſaid this, and while too 
1 they were looking at him, he was taken from 
« them by a cloud. While they were looking 
« ſteadfaſtly towards heaven, as he was riſing, . 
lo two men ſtood by them, robed in white, 
« who ſaid: ye men of Galilee, why Hand ye gan- 
ing th Tut Feſus, who is taken from you 
tinto heaven, ſhall in like manner come again, 
« as ye have ſeen him go. On this, the compa- 
„ ny of his diſciples left the mount of Olives: 
for Ohriſt met them for the laſt time there, 
«© when he aſcended), and came back into Feru- 
« ſalem, where they aſſembled in the upper cham- 
1 ber of a houſe, to paſs the time in prayer. In 
1 ſuch an occupation were they met together tilt 
« the day of Pentecoſt, 'that is the fiftieth after 
« Eaſter), was arrived, when of a ſndden there 
« was: heard a ſound in ſome fort like a ruſhing 
« mighty wind, that filled the houſe where they 
« were ſitting. And they ſaw twelve cloven 
4 ton woes reſembling ata fire, that light- 
« ed 


28 


n 


1 rit, and began to ed ts 
This wonder could not fail ge Walen 
« together, who were then reſiding at Jeruſalem, 
* devout and pious men of every nation under hea» 
ven, Who flocking thither, were confounded 1 
« when they heard the apoſtles unexpectedly ad- = 
« dreſs them in the language each was uſed to 
« ſpeak; and though the apoſttePeter, previous to 
« his maſter's 8 crucifixion, as already we have BE. 1 


2 


155 28 yet — ow: this ten us, he b 
< taxed them with the murder of his maſter, 4 | 1 : 
0 whom, ſaid he, you evickedly have put to 9 
( « death: but 'God, as he continved, had l. 


4 raiſed him 5 TOR the. : I 


4 « High Datirt it. Having fate thus much, he 
« turned their obferraion on the prophecy of 
« David, with regan to Jefus Chriſt, and 
proved that he whom they had crucified in 
this unrighteous manner, was the perſon po. 
ken of by David: upon which * fays: he 3 
hiſtorian, they were pricked in heart, ' 8 
« and ſaid to Pets r and his fellows, whyt., 
e 3 o would f I 


ee 
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. TH Kr CO a vo" adviſe us to? V 
64 « every one baptiſed with water, in the name 


remaining of this exhortation: from St. Paul, 


go . SERMON III. 


Wh n'the ſe 
em. firſt of all repent, and afterward be 


— 


« of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of their ſins; 
« which, if they did, they ſhould receive the 


4 holy ſpirit likewiſe. With this falutary 


« counſel they corfiplied, and there were added, 


upon that occaſion, to the twelve diſciples, up- 
% wards of three thouſand ſouls, that afterward 


« increaſed in number daily, by the admiſſi ion of 


as many as were deſtined to believe. 


This, little hearers, is the hiſtory abridged i of 
. thit tranſaction we are now aſſembled to com- 


memorate or ſpeak of; the deſcent upon our | | 


Saviour' s twelve diſciples of that ſpirit, which 
illuminated and emboldend them to publiſh, 
firſt, among the Jews, the doctrine of that bleſ- 
{ed perſon they had crucified, and afterward, 
among the Gentiles likewiſe, which great la- 
bour was reſerved particularly for the miniſtra- 
tion of St. Paul, who hitherto had not appeared 
among the number of the twelve diſciples, but 
even perſecuted ſuch as * their ne- 
faith. 0 

Eppecialy nn this apditle therefare, ſhall 
we draw thoſe arguments that are to fill the part 


who 


ps a of himſelf, * 


time and ſpace; and with which en, the 
tles, as our text informs us, were all filled, that * 


: dukt > make him known; for men did not in 


— 


oil in more e paſſages thar 

ſpeaking of the holy ſpirit, ſent at 
men, inſtea 
the ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus: thus, 
hath ſent the ſpirit of his fon” into your: 2 
The comforter by Jeſus promiſed, therefore, is 
himſelf, but manifeſted in another form, a 
conſequently every thing he did referred to Fe - 


ſus Chriſt. "That is to ſay, he came among 


us, firſt to glorify the Saviour, which the Savi- 
our ſaid he would; thus in St. John the ſixteentk 


ent : eh ag ink he remarks, of abe is 


that ſhall he ſpeak ; and he ell 


come. He ſhall glorify me; for be fall — 
mine and ſhall Ane it .. 


From hence it follows, therafond,.. that re- 
demption by the death of Jeſus Chriſt, a work 
-xceedingly confined in point of time and ſpace, 
would have been incomplete, but for the pre- 
ſence afterward of his moſt holy paris; which 
in all its operations. was unlimited in point of 


their mediation it might lbb Chriſt Jeſus, 


5 


of calling it God's ſpirit, ſays; 
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quaintance with his ſpirit. - What then came 


to paſs upon the day of Pentecoſt? The ſpirit 


of that body which had ſuffered death for 


men a paſt fins, was ſent to teach us how we 


might avoid all future ſins, and the deſign of 
God in our redemption, then became complete. 
And whence could this proceed ? Whence 
dear diſciples, if not cauſed by the immediate 
inſpiration of this holy ſpirit ? The corporeal 


-preſence of the Saviour upon earth, as we have 


+ « ſaid ready, though a part, was not the greateſt 
of redemption ; for the ſpirit, ſent into men's 


hearts in many regions of the globe, was to 


perform that work, which the redeemer's per- 
ſonal appearance, in one region of the globe, 


did not perform. This truly was to glorify 


Chriſt Jeſus, as himſelf had prophecied ſhould 


happen, ſaying, he ſhall take we mine, and ſhew 


it to you. 


But again, and bsy the holy ſj pirit came 
among us not alone to glorify Chriſt Jeſus, but to 


ripen or perfectionate the doctrine he had plant- 
ed by his death; in other words dear children, 
10 build up the law of love delivered in his 
r 


now him, otherwiſe UN in the fleſh. 
But all our happineſs muſt flow from an ac- 
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e the rigorous: law. of Moſes hal 
ſubſified: but ĩt loſt its efficacy by the operation 


of theholy ſpirit; and a new one was eſtabliſhed | 


in its ſtead--eſtabliſhed by the comſorte 3 which 
law was therefore one of love, becauſe it could 
not be conſiſtent with a comforter to fix another 
rigorous law. er re Paul informs his 


wo 


brethren in Galatia, that the ſpirit ſhows itſelf 
in love; whoſe fruit, he ſays, is love, joy, peace, 


And this is the redeemer's ſpirit, for a nem com-. 


each other, as myſelf have. loved you. And on 


this account, has he engraved the law within 
uh, p00 JR tables of the heart, and not on 


ſtone. Herein was love; the love, Chriſt a 


recommended to mankind, himſelf omitted 


do practiſe. Now, dear little hearers, love has 


two effects; for it impoveriſhes him that gives it, 


and enriches the receiver: and accordingly, St. 


Paul addreſſes the Corinthians in this manner: 
You all now the grace of Feſus Chrift, that not- 


withAandi ing he was rich, yet did he bring AMT. 
for your - ſake to be 2 8 50 ; that 1 His FROM me 
_ be rich, ] 
| Herein we re is 155 Aga yet by: no means 
ſuch a love as for the rſt time was then mani- 
felted to the world: but * continuation of my 
1455 . | N 
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love, though with addition, which has conſtant- 
y been poured upon men's heads from the be- 
ginning : for to gain their hearts, God previ- 
ouſly appointed every creature to their uſe, and 
for four thouſand years and upward, gave them 
ſeaſons, with the former and the latter rain, to 
fertilize the earth: but notwithſtanding ſo ck 
love in our behalf, ſin ſtill continued to inſult 
or grieve his holy ſpirit, which, that he might 
put away, and raiſe us to the dignity of virtue, 
he conſented that his ſon. ſhould ſuffer death on 
our account; and yet, his ſon, by ſuffering, did 
not put away our ſin. What then was tobe done? 
Was he to. give up our unyielding hearts? No: 
he reſolved, on any terms, to gain us, and adopt- 
ed the ſtupendouſſy aſtectionate intention of beſ- 
_ towing. nothing leſs upon'us 'than himſelf; of 
entering, as St. Paul expreſſes it, into our hearts; 
and though deſpiſed while he ſojourned among 
us, of returning as a comforter to teach thoſe 
individuals whom his death had not inſtructed. 
If then it be ſo, muſt we not yield to ſuch a 
Ne of love? We muſt; let us, dear chil- 
dren then, by way of moral to this exhortation, 
in the firſt place, ſpeak ta you, and ſay, ſince 
everlaſting love has been ſo great, be it your part, 
in theſc * early years, in the ſimplicity of 
os He childhood, 


xy 


| you to ark; a that e an effort, a as 5 i 1 1 
| God's law requires: for i, you love me; keep, ſays 0 
Jeſus, my commandments. In the obſervation of 5 " 1 
this precept, will your love conſiſt; tor a ne = 
adds, you are my friends, if Jour perform what 1 = 
command'you. And what motive are you. not = 
all bound in, to obey this precept of your Savi- 
our? In your catechiſm, you are every one 
inſtructed to love God, and yet eee 
were publiſhed to mankind in thunders, and, as 
Moſes tells us, Agbtnings; - while the mount, — 
from which God ſpoke, was burning with an 
awful fire; but Jeſus Chriſt, dear friends, woeen 
he delivered you his law, affectionately took: you — 
in his arms, embraced, and bleſſed you. Show. _ 
then, you poſſeſs that love, which he has taugt 
your little hearts, and be it ſeen. by all vb 
have to do with, in the effects it conſtantly pro- = 
duces ; always recollecting that to ſhow it muſt 8 
be an effect of the redeemer's ſpirit ;\ for the ' 
ſpirit is to teach you all things; and your inno- -» 
cence, believe me, does not render you leſs wel- - = 
come pupils. May the ſpirit therefore of oh: 
Lord engraft upon your preſent and involuntary -” 
innocence, a future innocence made manifeſt in = 
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95 "SERMON: XXIII. 
MM your” actions. Th dear chilren,s our 


_ diſpoſition of thoſe heirs to heaven I am addref- 


the true wiſdom of that chriſtianity my Saviour 
taught, and baniſh from me the falſe ſpirit of 


glory in the life to come. Hear too thy fervant, 


bpled round him, but in favour of mankind in 


prayer in your behalf; and for ourſelf, may, as 
Eliſha faid, a double portion of this ſpirit fall 
upon us, that while teaching others, we may not 
be, as St. Paul expreſſes it, a caſt- away. Give, 
give me, therefore, holy ſpirit, that one needful 
gift of grace, not that of working miracles; 
fince it redounds not to ſalvation either in the 
teacher or the taught, but of inſtruction im the 
way of-righteouſneſs ; not that of language, but 
Humihty ; not that of healing bodily diſorders, 
but directing, in a ſtate of innocence, the ductile 


ſing. Give me, (to be brief) the ſimple ſpirit, 


thoſe politics which make men curming for the 
world. Give me the ſpirit thou beſtoweſt on 
thine elect, the comforter thou ſendeft to teach 
us all things, my fure ſeal in this life, and my 


in behalf not only of himſelf, with thoſe aſſem- 


general ; and oh ſovereign creator, the deſcent 
of whoſe moſt holy ſpirit on the a S WE are 
this day met to celebrate, enlighten alſo ; vl 
N 7 that pargicularly art the father of the 


poor, 


in the hour of pain, 
from our hearts ; heal all our 
cloſe the wounds up of our ſin. 
Give every one us an aſſurance of Salva- 
tion, here below. With that aſſurance, calm 
the troubled moment of our ſoul's 
from its tenement of duſt, and realize the long- 


S T4 


Heaven. 


COME everlaſting ſpirit ; 
Bright power, from heaven ſwift 
For Jeſus' ſake, 
Our bodies make 
1 hy temple to reſide in, 
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1 560 diſpoſition to be kind, and * our 
neighbour all the good we can. If, therefore, 
we poſſeſs this diſpoſition, though we never 
have the opportunity or means of being kind, 
or doing good, we are in God's idea charitable. 
Charity, conſidered in this ſenſe, dear children, 
is a virtue of the heart, and you are capable 
thereof; becauſe you have a heart, and hat too 
ſuch a kind and good one! Witneſs for the 
truth of this, thoſe eyes that always ſtart with 
tears, at the recital or account of any mournful 
ſtory: but we will not here pay any further 

compliment to the ſimplicity and'lovelineſs of 
children. We proceed to our immediate ſub- 
ject, and inform you that Chriſt Jeſus, juſt be- 
fore he had been aſked the queſtion in ourſtext, 
Had been performing miracles, and teaching oy 
may naturally think) a fnultitude of people; in 
wnich actions, he performed the work of Ax 
rity, according to that definition we have juſt 
now given of it, namely, as a virtue of the 
But in the next place, charity conſiſts in be- 
ing aQually kind and doing good ; and taken 
in this ſenſe, it is a virtue of the hand, Now 
all of us, dear little friends, have not an equal 
opportunity of being charitable in this way; 


BAY wit 
practiſed 
tion given of it, namely, as a virtue of the 
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thi — hy ſhall give us 


the poor, which * 2 virtue, _ ; defncd aread 
he'tells us that the ————— 


CNAar 


N A 


Hear this, this eee explanation, little 
generation, and con- 


eee and wiſdom of God's love. 
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ns en ſees iſo of ality 33 
ther, but his tenderneſs as well. I ag pu 
ity among you know how far the- enderne 
_ thoſe who are your earthly parents, goes; = 
yet, dear little ones, they ſometimes have their 
favourites; laviſh of their love to them, they 
treat their other children rather harſhly; and 
the reaſon of it is, becauſe the meaſure of affec- 
Ton in their heart is limited, and therefore, if 
they ſhow themfelves profuſely kind to one or 
4wo, it muſt be unavoidably at the expence of 
all their other children. In a manner, as the pa- 
triarch Iſaae did, they muſt give reaſon. to ſome = 
little one, leſs favoured than another in che fa- 
mily, to afk them if they have one only bleſſing 
to beſtow : but God is infinite in bleſſings; and 
with him no favourite is ſelected, ſo that any 
others of his children are leſs kindly treated at 
| his hands. And yet, as you muſt likewife 
know, thoſe parents who are ſo unjuſt, —unjuft 
we call it, though their conduct is occaſioned 
rather by the frailty than perverſity of human 
nature, —ſo unjuſt, we. fay, as to ſelect a fa- 
vourite, uporT that account; incline not to abate 
a little of the duty all their other children owe 
them: e. may we es that in their Parti- 
8 17-4 * 4 * 
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to harder un wy often 
favoured ſhalt have reaſon” o ocomphin, that for 


are forced to e, humiliation, and 0 are. 


- — —. to lament of 
capacious boſom l every one a favous 


rite; and the duty he expects from every indi | 


vidual of his numerous family, is in proporti 
f being duteous. God, although 
by virtue of his greatneſs, he has every right and 
title to unlimited obedience, forms ſuch: expec 
ations as proclaim our incapacity to ſerve him, 
rather than his with: of e ne as wh he 
were our maſter. 5 4 . oy 
Clildren, as; is Wd ack line 
ha you to the exerciſeof ſo ſublime a virtue; 
and as far as in its exerciſe the heart is occu- 
pied, be followers of Jeſus Chriſt, no leſs con- 
firmed and ſettled in your principles, than if you. 
had been walking in the paths of chriſtianity, a 
long life through; for you may do ſo, having, 
as we ſaid before, a heart. But with reſpe& to 
bans a conſidered as a virtue of the hand, 
::.. though. 
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«which de indülgent boukty ve my parents 
gives me weekly? Have I, de it nothing 


i but à morſel of hard bread to give? I muſt 


give fomething. Sure then I can hold him 
. _ Water. Take, poor man or 
ue an- take, poor child, this trifle from a 
< hand: ded rc much in its poſſeffion to 
beſtow upon you, nun 
* his parents tell him, ſhould be in 
« diſpoſition to ſhow kindneſs;”an 


* a> 


* the giver that much greater charity, of ear. 
« neſtly imploring that Gõdꝰs goodneſs would 
4 keep up within him a compaſſionate and feel 


this, increaſe with my increaſing means that 


« feeling or compaſſion, and give larger ſcope 


* well as ploalus 5 ſhall reap, if 1 forego my 
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of old committed, have not been tes 
theiSunhappy ſituation. ' With reſpect to 


offspring of humility z for many of them hard- 


ly can do more than liſp the language of their 
wants; but charity, dear little friends, that 
charity which aids their bodily neceſſities, and 
which, St. Paul informs us, hopeth all things, | 
will incline you to fuppo'e their hearts will, at 
3 future period, glow with gratitude for the 


time. In ſhort, they are unable to befriend 
themſelves; and, in ſuch ſituation, they re- 
mind us of thoſe waters, upon which all caſt- 


ang, as the fcripture fays, their bread, ſhall 


find it after many days are paſſed. Let us con- 
Jure you then, dear little hearers,, that when- 


| ever you may hear, or fee, a child implore 


your pity, you would not content yourſelves 
with faying, at the impulſe of that gentle dif- 
poſition which we truſt you have, © poor child, 
% be clothed and fed, and have your wants ſup- 
« plied.” That wiſh, no doubt, will be ac- | : 
| depted by a god of charity, from ſuch as ſtand 
in need of help themſelves; but you, within 
whoſe parents houſes, and about whoſe lovely 
_— my thing . Bas ſhould add, to 


eie 


afliſtance you may hold them out from time to = 


you, at a future peri; will de 
_ ones: yourſelves? I look no great 
way forward, n on on dying 
attended by thoſe little ones | 
one in tears. 4 T-die,” the feeble parent fes; 
| but oh, what joy, if you can add, 4 3 
4% dear children, will be gracious to 
« my ſake ; ſince early trained to acts 
be. enn little, did 1 aid the 


gende, or vice, for which your þ 
cuſable, ſeem born into the 


offspring you ſhould be, of peace, but, in ſome 


ſort, predeſtined to the curſe. "You ſuffer for 
the ſins, alas! of others, and pay down the 
penalty of their miſdeeds, deprived,” as fre- 
quently you are, of food, of raiment, and that 
education which compriſes the ſure means of 
knowing God. But be at length of cc 
for the dawn of charity is breaking forth r 
your behalf, and lighting the whole land, ſince 
God put gracious thoughts into mens“ 
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greater than the other ix, is, by Panels 4 
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not our ſieuation ia deplorabſe; and, that you 
may not think it ſo,-confidercthat the miſery of 
uch a multitude of people as infeſt the public = 
eee either been occaſioned by the waht of 
will — 16 at prole-t you piſſeſs ir not 
or hy their negligenee in profiting thereby ; and 
know, that after. ſuch ia bleſſigg has been held 
you out. if you continue deſtitute and wretched, 
the whole fault will be your on ſince you 
will then have all the means afforded you, by 
which you may become acquainted, . the | 

Icripture ſays, with G to nl nt alfp 8 
Andi as for vou, dear little hoof benen 
fortune in the world, here preſent, we conclude 
with, offering up our humble prayers to God. 
On, father of mankind, give this increaſing fa< 
 quily of thine the grare to recollect, that naked | 
as, they, came into the world, ſo naked muſt 


they quit it too: and if thy; Providence thould, 
L= 25 n 


"His Games 
if that providegce,; as uſten für wit 


| perſuaded they are ſet apart, as ſuſſerers, hay- 
ing ae. this: life, nene ien. He 
us, we beſeech thee, . the fake of Jeſus | 
Chriſt, Ke.. Fön 44 Mes OS. 
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So excellent is Charity, , e 


That thoſe whereof tis one, 
F AITH, 

All virtuous acts are done. 
Great in themſelves are; yet above, 
All ſhall be done away but LOVE. 
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they have always ſtruck Him, as it wer 
maps with goodly countries, He h 


ſet down well pleaſed to glean the informa 


they afforded, and has riſen from that ſtudy, as 

| be ſhould have done if he had been invited to a 

r is to n with nen notions on 
-But 3 in theſe laſt Sg as FRA will Gy a \ 


have ee ed our deſign, or rather let you ; 
ace with our ſubject, while we 


* 


did not mean to do ſo; proper books, ofen 


we mean to treat in this diſcourſe. Your | 
2NANCESs have appeared to us good books: 


der thi dlbealy, eee 


and why ſo, dear children? Why good books? 


By reaſon of the innocence impreſſed upon them. 


They who ſtudy, by their looks, 18 pleaſe the 
vainly will 

conſult a looking- glaſs; in vain will they endea- 

vour to compoſe their features at the toilet. 


ſouls or underſtandings of beholder 


Pleaſe the eye they may, indeed, by ſuch a 


mode; but even then their triumph will be 
only for an evening; the laborious taſk muſt 


daily be begun anew, and every time they have 


it was the time before. Art, you have heard 
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F | pe ing too, does the diſeaſe 
with our ſtrength; and though it be 
inclination or deſire to die, we nurſe or 
it affectionately: ſo too is the innocence of 
firſt years an inmate or companion we are 
with, and which certainly, in future, will 

. prove itſelf the means of our 
changed exiſtence z "while that INNOCENCE, 

we but nurſe or cheriſh it, ſhall grow 
ſtronger as our ſtrength increaſes. Nurſe 
cheriſh then this innocence, if you have any 

| wiſh of being permanently beautiful; for i 
ſeek upon the countenance of thoſe now ſu 
into the vale of years, and who were formerly 
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in the-wrecks of that devouring time which in | 
the en Wes HAY the brillianc 
toiled r ar 
_ {erving their. firſt, innocence, it would not, any 
more than other gifts proceeding from, the hand 
of eaves, haye left Nun ihe time Nr i 
S ˖²·˙ ð-¹ RE] kr 
Baut having — A —— our ab- 
jeſt, we return; and, ſince i in this diſcourſe we 
are to give you ſome inſtructions on ſuch books 
as may be fitting for you, we enquire. what ſort 
of books you are to chuſe from the immenſity 
of thoſe that libraries abound with? Such, 
we anſwer, as will not conduce to alter or cor- 
nds your - innocence. - Now, as already we 
bave ſaid, the countenace is that peculiar region 
where this innocence diſplays itſelf, ſo likewiſe N 
is the countenance that part on which bad books 
produce an alteration; in thoſe bluſhes they 
ſpread over it, before, with their infection, they 
corrupt the heart. From obſervations, may 
ye every one reſolve the queſtion, as you recol- 
lect. juſt nom propounded, of our choice from 
the immenſit. y of books, with which the gener 
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A ths was 9 rwoukfhet heſi- 
tate to put a vicious or improper book into the 
hands of children; for aſſuredly, the ſtate of 
learning in the land is far from being ſo defec- 
tive that this bias towards: variety may not be 
gratified with books that tend at leaſt to pleaſe 
the imagination, and not hurt the heart; for 
verthy e nature, — — reading of ſuen 
books as entertain us only, and are not intend- i 
ed to ſeduce the mind, is infinitely preferable to 
thoſe peſtilential works, that though they may 
indeed have charms to flatter a falſe taſte, yet 
grievouſly miſlead the judgment, and corrupt 
the morals of their reader. But we ſay, d 
children, that a library might be provided you, 

nor that a ſmall one, of ſuch 3 as would 
conduce to make you every day much better for 
peruſing them, while they amuſed your fancy, 
and agreeably employed your thoughts. Such 
are, for inſtance, the Spectators, and thoſe other 
periodical productions, that were publiſhed 
nearly at the time when they appeared. Such 
likewiſe are thoſe three great monuments of 
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(which go the neareſt oy to work in seng, 
for re of one . — Fielding, 
who has ſtrained his wit to make the ways of 
guilty pleaſure more inviting than they are 
already to a vitiated taſte ; ſuch books, we ſay 
once more, ſo far from being put into the hands 
eee hinking 
people. At | * 
Baut, dine children, if your e 
ſhould fall _ thoſe which-moſt of all relate 
3 ee | ö Ty 
Page, has ſuch relation; that, we do not ſay, 
entirely, but much more than any other, ſhould. 
employ your time. It is not neceſſary we 
ſhould tell you there is fuch a book, videli- 
cet, the Bible, which ſhould therefore occupy 
che greater part of your attention : on this 
book, St. Paul pronounces an eulogium, as 
the text informs you, when in one of thoſe 
epiſtles he addreſſed to his beloved Timothy, 
he ſays: from @ child thou haſt known the holy 
ſeriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto 
ſalualion, through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
| 4 Fr Oe. 
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in that caſe, you ſhould conſider it a certain se | 
fuge from that ſorrow, Do you love to weep | 
. KB the relation of a piteaus tale? Weep then | Y 
at the idea of God' 8, friend, as hei is called, ve = 
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enn We Faithful Abraham, when comma 
by the Almighty, as a trial of his faith, to ſacrl- 
Kice his ſon, the only one he had been bleſſed 
With, he is aſked by this devoted fon while they 
were going forward towards the place where 
He lad ceremony was to be accompliſhed, | 
where the lamb was he defi gned to ſacrifice? 
and is thus anſwered : oh my fon ! God will pro- 
vide hirnſelf with fuch a lamb. Poor child; he 
might have ſaid, at what a price does not thy 1 fa- 
ther prove his faith and duty! dear, dear Iſaac, 
thou ſhalt be an angel in the courts of God, and 
I ſhall follow thee, though now like an unnatural 
father, in the eyes of men, 1 lift my hand 
againſt thee, and .pour out thy unoffending 
blood. Weep on perufing the ſad hiſtory 
of Jacob, when defrauded by his brother Eſau 
of a father's blefling, he enquires in ſuch pathe- 
tic language if that father has one ſingle bleſ- 
fing only he can give away? Dear father, are 
the words of Jacob, haſt thou but one bleſſing 
to beſtow? bleſs me, even me, my father; me 
of whom You are ſo fond. Weep whey you 
fee king David at the threſhing floor of Or- 
nan, praying for his people, and imploring God 
to turn on him the fury of his indignation. Is 
ut not, ſays he, my lin, oh God, though __—_ 
to 
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| to puniſh ? Smite it chen in me. I have, alasl, | =» 
deſerved thy anger but theſe nnoſfending lambs, 
my ſubjects, that at every hazard of my life I 1 
ſhould protect, what bave they done? Thy 
juſtice be on me then, oh Lord. God and: ſpare 
my people. Weep when you behold, in the 
Apocrypha, a mbther and ſeven children brav == 
the fury. of Antiochus. Dear children, hom you = 
came into the world, ſays this afflicted mother J 

8 1 can no how tell : but this, J know is true 
that I could ever give you life and breath, or. 

: aſcertain by what ſtrange means they were com- 
municated to your frame. Weep when you view, 
Chriſt Jeſus ſuffer on the croſs, but careleſs of 
himſelf, employ his laſt; remaining moments in 
the act of recommending to the well beloved 

| John, a mother he had always loved. Behold 
thy mother, were his dying words. We might 
go further, dear diſciples, but we truſt by this 
time we have ſaid enough t to ſhow you, that f 
: books, the Bible ſhould, in preference, occup 
your thoughts; and next thereto, ſuch. books 48 
have a reference to God ; with which. we cloſe 

-._ "ay exhortation. Turn, dear children, o ne 
ſecond book of Eſdras, the eighth chapter, and 
in that part you will ſee how great a worth the | 
yOu: annexed by their demeanour to this word | , 1 
HT * 5 or + 
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of God, when once again redeemed. "ER 
their captivity, they were convinced they 
had before deſpiſed it, Opening, in the pre- 
fence of a multitude, God's word, this Eſdras 
read it from the morning till noon day, and all 
the people wept in ſuch a manner that the Le- 
vites were obliged to go from rank to rank, that 
they might comfort the affliction of the whole 7 
aflembly. They remembered their iniquity, 
and the Almighty's mercy ; ſwearing ſolemnly 
they wonld 1 in future really revere the word of 
God. Revere it therefore yon, dear children; 
that have never fcorned it. Grant, oh God, 
that as thy ſervant Moſes, in his ſong, addreſſed a 
both earth and heaven in the ſecond chapter of | 
his book of Deuteronomy, our doctrine may 
come down into the hearts of thoſe to whom we 
preach, like rain upon the tender herb and 
ſhowers upon the graſs; that by the frequent 
reading of thy word, they may acquire a know 
ledge of thy will, and gain that immortality i it 
was intended to procure thy children. Grant 
them ſuch - RY for the fake « . 
ö Chriſt, &c. 
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IN „„ by yan compar, 

Wich profit I can look: 5 

bu perfect wiſdom, power, ak; grace, 
Shine brightly 3 in God's book. 


There, are my choiceſt treaſures plac'd; _— 
| There, my beſt comfort lie wy I 

There, my deſires are ſatisfied; 

: And thence, my hopes wiſe, | 


- There, I am told, Chriſt ſuftered death, ; 
To fave my ſoul from Hell: 41, 
Not all the books on earth beſids „„ 4931 0 
Such heavenly wonders tell. | 


—* 


Then let me love my Bible, Lord 
And therein take delight: : : 


By day peruſe thoſe wonders 0 6 
5 1 by night. 
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Why gad ye here all the day idle? 


OU know, as well as we do, little friends, 
how great a ſolace, that is conſolation, 
you experience, when, as frequently it hap- 
pens even to the child that has the beſt of diſpo- 
ſitions, after having done a fault, or having left 
undone fome act of duty, you can any way ex- 
cuſe yourſelves. In that caſe, half your error, 
if not all, is done away; and they Who are ap- 
pointed to watch over you, and who, unleſs 
they act like brutes, no more delight to puniſh 
you, than thoſe to whom you are indebted for 
the gift of life and being, heartily rejoice to 
think they can perform their duty, and refrain 
from the infliction of that chaſtiſement they 
feared you merited: for where is to be found 
that child who does not ſome times ſtand in 


need of being brought to an idea of its duty, by 
FHODE 3:19 % ſeem- 


3 1 


veſs what St. Paul ſays: Whom the LW 180 
he chaſteneth, and abe 


*« all day! and they replied, (their anſwer 


4 eee 15 


his puniſhments betoken his affecti 


1 unto bim. rs get 5 fo! 


to whom, our Saviour tells us, God may be 
compared, went out at different periods of 
« the day, - (firſt, early in the morning; then 


« at nine, twelve, three; and, laſt of all, ſo 
« late as five o'clock; which was no earlier 


« than a fingle hour before a working day was 
. ended,) hiring ſervants every time. To thoſe 


« he hired at five he faid, why fland ye idis here 


« ing the excuſe we hinted at, and which muſt 


e certainly be thought a very proper one} be- 


« cauſe they had not been engaged or hired. 


eee eee Waren 


wikiaw! it concludes with, may cor 


more propriety when we ac 2 * unde fr. 


ery Ks To's is 


+ 


236 SKRMON XVI. 


little friends, inform you, e e 

one of you ſhould give occaſion, by your con- 
duct in this place, or any other where you may 
be placed for education, to dof; why you 

and idle all day long? or why, for want of 
due conſideration, you negle& the means afford- 
ed you of gaining = or improvement, 


you will never have it in your power to plead 


the ſame excuſe, becauſe your daily work is ſet, 
becauſe you have your taſk before you, and be- 
cCauſe your parents do not wif alone, but chargs 
you to be diligent in ſtudy ; anxious, as they 
are, that when you come to years of reaſon 
and reflection, you may every one appear 
among mankind with credit and repute. Since, 
then, you are without excuſe for indolence os 
Moth, it will become you to avoid nnn 
by diligently giving your in to thoſe 
ſtudies which your parents bh to have 77 
taught, 

But, poſſibly, it may not be fufficient to in- 
Form you of the duty you are under to be dili- 
gent in ſtudy! We muſt let you know the mi- 
for thoſe miſerable conſequences, you will ſay, 
Have never ftruck you. True; you are not yet 
ame forth. into the walks of public life; and 


— 


which is the cauſe why, 


rity de nds — _—_— 1 time | 
: while ys are children, have not the advantage 
S 


they who pals away their youth, f therein, incur . 


diiſtreſsful ſituations, when they reach the time 
of their maturity. Let us not murmur at the 


f : diſpenſatians of God's. providence, however 3 
for God's providence is more attentive to us 
than we merit it ſhould be. Poor children! 


what would you do, in particular, if this were 
not a truth. When you were „ 
: as it was the providence of the Almighty 
that protected you. In all the ailments child- 


bood is expoſed to feel, it was the providence . 
of the Almighty that preſerved your life; and. 


through the providence of the Almighty, have 
you conſtantly been holden up, as David mentions, 


ever ſince your. birth. Be then yaur praiſe at all 


times Fit: nor let him, we mean your preacher, 


who at preſent, in the ardour of his love, might | 


poſſibly be tempted to eſpouſe your cauſe too 


warmly, think of murmuring againſt providence 5 


that 1 your childhood all the know- 


. 
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ledge flowing from experience ; but, nm 
fuch an ardent love, let him evince it by deſ- 
cribing, from his own experience, the diſtreſſes 
generally undergone by multitudes who incon- 
fiderately throw away the precious | ſeaſon of 
their life, when youth ſhould / with dili- 
gence, that it may reap with ghdneſs. Some 
of this great number have been only fooliſh ;_ 
but their fortune has been ſuch, that worſe 
could not have happened to the guilty. Like 
the prodigal, they have been forced in anguiſh 
to cry out: How many hired ſervants in my 
«father's houſe have bread enough, and more 
than they can want, while I am periſhing 
with hunger! What more lamentable ex- 
clamation, with reſpect to earthly things, can 
guilt be under the neceflity of making? 
Hear what follows then: — 4 fothful man, 
fays Solomon, hideth his hand i in his boſom, ana 
will not ſo much as bring it to bis mouth again. 
Now this is a deſcription, little ones, that 
ſhould for ever put you on your guard againſt | 
becoming ſuch a character as Solomon is ſpeak- 
ing for; ſo figure to yourſelves the winning 
attitudes and elegant activity of children; they 
2 are always wiſhing to change place; they live, 
: as one would think, to de i in conſtant motion; A 


3 5 | 


glad. Inſtead Gfourhich, - 


buries; that is hides, dir kene ddp his bom: / 


Would a figure, painted in this attitude, have 
any beauty? But the worſt is yet to come: for; 
as the verſe 


u himſelf : 4 nene It follows Ah 


that ſloth ingenders poverty. This is the ſlight- 


eſt inconvenience that befalls it. The forlorn 
condition of ſo een round e our me 


proves no leſs. : _ 
Poor victims to . Edele of choſe ſts | 
wn themſelves your parents, as 


ſhould have 1 
too many innocents that lead a life of wre 
edneſs in every quarter of the land muſt be 10 
counted, your unhappy fortune is a dreadful 
proof that God, according to his menace, really 
dbes viſit the iniquity of parents in their chil» 
dren, you have found, by miſerable demon- 
ſtration, that your parents lived, not only uſe- 
leſs in the world, but hurtful to you. Nature 
ſhould have pleaded for you in their hearts, and 


ſaid, that when you aſked them for a bit of 


| bread, 


goes on, he will not bring it to his 
. nnn 


life: but, by 
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| bread, they ſhould not, on che other hand, 
have offered you a ſtone; of which the worſt 
that can be ſaid is, that it will not be of uſe wo 
their ruinous behav ey 
have held you out a ſerpent that 8 
life. Their floth, which, in its progreſs, 
5 antdined to the extremity of guilt, has left 
you, being females, ſolitary and abandoned in 
the world; ſince educated without principles, 
you live the ſhame and fcorn of your own ſex. 
And you too, being males and heirs of equal 
miſery, have received a name for no one pur- 
poſe but to curſe the hour that gave you being, 
your unhappineſs, poor ſufferers, firſt ſtruck 
root when your infatuated ae de firſt wg 
Ons Wot, 1 1 = 
For how ſhould flock a vice haye any 50 = 
; iſſue, when we recolle that induſtry was meant 
for man, and that too, when his dwelling was 
undoubtedly the faireſt place in nature? You, 
good little ones, that read the Bible, know it 
was a garden: God, ſays Moſes, took the man 
that he had formed, and placed him in the n | 
ffor, in Engliſh, paradiſe means garden) the 
garden, we repeat, of Eden, purpoſely to dreſs = 
and keep it. Induſtry is therefore ſuited to maus 
VF 
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trees of knowledge, but whoſe fruit 
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| This'fruit;. which yon cee en ya is 
| the reward of i duſtry ; and therefore, when we 
bid you be induſtrious, it een co in 

other words be happy. Bok | 
And be certain, this WR: will come: for 
| God, although he may be generous to profuſion 
with reſpect to ſome, is notwithſlanding juſt to 


: All : his laviſh bounty to a favourite will not let 


him overlook whatever the mere ſervant may 
exert himſelf to do. The maſter of the vine- 
yard, as Chriſt Jeſus in the parable informs us, 
paid to thoſe Who had been labouring only for 
an hour, one penny; thoſe who had been toil- 
ing the whole day expected he would give them 
more: but they received one penny. Now what 
.. reaſon had the laſt to murmur ? he had ſtipula- 
ted, that is bargained, with them for a penny; 
and a penny they received. This penny was 
enough; for, doubtleſs, it was cuſtomary at 
that period to pay thoſe that did day- labour, ſuch 
a ſum of money, and no greater. They receiv- 
ed their due reward; their fellow workmen's | 
pay, ſpeaking greater, did not 
make them poor. | 
In this, dear little friends, n Mans 
= vo God's will; and if in furure, 3 aſter: having 
boured 


entered en ea Ma tim eee take 
| a book in hand, —if after this, we ſay, you - 
ſhould obſerve that others who have poſſibly 
deſtowed leſs application on their ſtudy, and 
begun it at a later hour of life, are equally or 
more advanced when men os women than your- 
ſelves in thoſe reſpective ſituations they have 
gained by merit, be you notwithſtanding happy 
in your own allotment. No one ſhould expect 
a greater recompence than he deſerves. You 
have — ching you could to merit more 
or like the vineyard- men have laboured ths 
whole day, * notwithſtanding others, who 

have worked no longer than an hour, have been 
more bountifully paid, or got at leaſt as N yet 
ſtill remember you have had your wages. 30d 
may do as he thinks proper with his on ; rand. 
you, that have enough, ought not to entertainy 
an evil eye or diſcontented ſpirit for no other 
reaſon than becauſe the eye or ſpirit of your 
God is good. To others, he has ſhown hims 
| ſelf profuſely kind; to you he has not been 
kind; ee the ſy n ww have 


ee will 4 GG. | 9 e 
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mah” neee carry your 
ideas farther, and be equally convinced that 
ſloth . be avoided as a hindrance to that 
- much comfortable ſituation which awaits 
a wad ta com for as experience 
tells us, all the virtues hang together, ſo do all 
the vices likewife : but we rather chuſe to fix 
your contemplation on the earthly recompence 
of induſtry, that you may be enam JUTEE of ity 

and ſhun ſloth. The — — 
may, with much more propriety, become the 
odject of your contemplation at a un time. 15 
We ſay then, in one word, the earthly recom- 


pence of induſtry is this,—that by,jt, you will 
gain in youth the forecaſt of old age; and, as 


by induſtry you will avoid temptations to irge- [-. 
gular and vicious courſes, you will have, in age, 

che undiminiſhed faculties of youth. Your 
days, as David calls them, will be full; and, if 
you do not loſe the ſpring-tide of your life in 
pleaſure and forgetfulneſs, you will be ſaved 
from the calamitous neceſſity of drawing out 
the winter of your life in weakneſs and diſ- 
_ caſe, pra; of e 
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. you Ga ws of ſofter frame, let us addreſs 
2 word or two before we finiſſi. Your condis _ 
tion in the world is fomewhat hard; and this we 
ſay, by no means to deject or ſadden you, but 
give fit reaſons why you ſhould apply yourkiives 
| to this great work of ſtudy. When you come 
into the world, you will experience how ty= 
rannical is faſhion. Who are thoſe that do 
whatever they are able to keep up that faſh- 
. pear a contradiction, over whom this faſhion 
r plays the tyrant; Thoſe, who hav- 
youth gone through a modiſh edu- 
ention; ko no ſerious buſineſs or emplyment 
When they launch into the world; thoſe who 
_ conſume in ſleep the better ſeafon of the day 
who when they riſe, ſit down to that great warky 
che adornment of their perſon; thoſe who are 
_ diſguiſed, or as they fay embelliſhed, by thoſe 
colours nature never gave them; eee uged 
when thy viſit, do ſo to receive the homage of 
their friends for ſome new garment they have 
Juſt before put on, and ſpend the remnant of 
the day, till after midnight, at the theatre; or 
being much more culpable, perhaps ſit down to 
play. It occupations of this ſort can be called | 


33 
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ons ruin \ faailies, and they muſt be the occn 
pations of all thoſe that have no uſeful art; or 
certainly, they would not fly to ſuch irrational 
expedients for the ſake of diſſipating time. And 
would you, little ones, by imitating them in 
childhood, be reduced to imitate them when 
grown up. A wife, when frugal of her time, is 
often made a victim to her huſband's diſſipa- 
tion: what ſad fortune then muſt not attend a 
diſſipated wife? May you, dear little nne. 
never know ſo ſad a forung. oy | 
And may God, in his abundant mercy, Hat 
you every one from that deſpair and ruin, lade 5 
: lence brings with it; ſave you, on a future day 
from the neceſſity of chuſing your amuſements, 
by inſpiring you with grace to know what 
greater labour that neceſſity is conſtantlyattend- 
end with, than any other toil. May he inſtruct 
vou, that by application. now to ſtudy, ſo that 
when arrived at years of reaſon, you may pro- 
. perly diſcharge the duties of your ſtate, you will 
be happy ; while by inattention now, you may: 
in future come to want. May his good ſpirit 
dwell within you; may this habitation be your 
ark, your ſhelter; and, like Noah's dove, may 
Vyou at no time wiſh to quit it, till improved 10 
_good — you & * aſſured of find- 
Keds) | ws "ing 
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od, Who 
Thus comely to che eye; _ 
And wouldſt not that the mind within 
J ncultivate 82 he. 


* 


Give us, in theſe our early years, 
This one great thing to know: 
' That the mind's comlineſs alone 


From learning's ſource ſhould flow, _ 


% 
* 


Then ſhall we 'ſcape that dangerous rock 


On which ſo many run; 
Sloth, whoſe falſe charms whoever love, 
Too often are undone. 
Let thoſe among us who are rich 
Look round about, and ſee _ 
How often is brought down to want 
The man of high degree, 
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calling chuſe, 
aught, for the honeſt means of 
to uſe, 
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not thoſe your preacher often has 
continues to enjoy, with ſome am 
1 Neither was nor is there any 
5 a feaſt, delightful while it laſted 
| lection of it, on the morrow was deli 
\ 


ed ſhould proceed from ſuch co 
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They owe eſt of allthis: cxcugpetion of his 
youth ; his more advanced, yet not at preſent 


withering time of lite purſues ſo fweet in occu- 
pation ſtill, and the remembrance of the for fo 1 
heightens the enjoyment of this laſt. 


41 


From the above preamble, you will ſee, dear 


children, hat communications this diſcourſe 5 


is likely to bring forward, as productive, on 

one ſide at leaſt, of joy and ſatisfaction, ming- 
led with no guile; or rather, of ſuch joy and 
ſatisfaction, as are recommendable for the ing 


rality if not the virtue in them. Ves; for to 


addreſs this part of our diſcourſe to you that 


| have already paſſed the nogn-tide of your days, 


andevery moment of your lives are finding how 


- much vanity there is in all thoſe | entertainments 


you. were once ſo fond of ; but Who! more particu- 


4 ny have experienced. the fallacious joys of thele, 


WT 


6. 


2 


communications-you havehad with What are call- 
ed, and what you thought ſo, namely, the cholce ” 
ſpirits of the age, of whoſe ſociety, at preſent, 

nothing but the guilt or nauſea of it is remem- 


bered, come you over to the preachers party, | 
and as he does, form communications with ſuch 


Company. as will not only never render more, 


Corrupt thoſe vicious manners you have previ» 


r . 4 p . - ; 


but eve ts i e was ins 
me with us to the. Gnas of en 


tion, but improvement Mei a Hors cd 
ttle ones, give. heed: wo tho ©- 
is js addreſſing to you. e a eee my 
connection, not alone with ſuch as are in point „ 
2 — with you, and have ſeen nod 
more of this great world than you have, but 
with thoſe of longer ſtanding, m_ experience 
of it, 4s IS MUC] greater than yours p poſlibly can be. © 3 
The advantages of ſuch afriend{hip or connec. 
tion will not all be on one ſide. You will in. ; 
deed, not only charm as many as you mix with 
of this laſt deſcription, and preſerve their mo- 
rals uncorrupted, or make pure what Was before 
corrupted ; but on their ſide, they-muſt-unavoid- . 
ably improve and even pleaſe u. es pleaſe 5 
volved in the improvement. Nor are we to 
wonder, in the leaſt, that pleaſure ſhould re- 
ſult from intercourſes of this nature; for in this 
as well as other matters, is the obſervation of a | 
poet verified, that what he calls the diſcords of 
all nature, are intended to keep up the concord of, ; 
Vor. II. 1 Z 
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the obſervation be applied to this one ſubject mm” 
are now employed on, that the ſoftneſs. and the 
_ Innocence which are at preſent. fo inherent to 
you, ſhall correct the harſhneſs and propen- 
ſity (at leaſt) to guilt of thoſe v whoſe fri end {hip 
you are recommended to-purſue-or cultivate z 
while, on the other hand, their knowledge and 
experience ſhall aſſiſt your want of eee . 
and the inexperience naturally cleaving to your 
Whatever has been hitherto advanced, has 
gone upon a ſuppoſition that both parties had 
had no end in view to prejudice each other; 
for, dear children, how can you be looked upon 
as capable of entertaining ſuch a wicked view? 
and what deſign can others, more advanced in 
life, have any intereſt to form againſt the peace 
and innocence of perſons young as you ? The 
text then has not been as yet made applicable; 
but the time will very ſhortly come, and is, as 
one may call it, with reſpect to ſome at leaſt 
among you, even at the door, when you will 
ſeriouſly begin to form connections. Such 
then we addreſs with what is to ſucceed, nor 
will the reſt beneath them in reſpect to age, be 
3 or injured by our n We 
there- 


all nature; which is Juli the ſame.as living "> 5 


i 1t1t is juſt the ſame in * of 
as in thoſe, dear n pt 


ſtate of being, in 
reaſon for alarm, on one 
ſafety of your 
your ſoul : for, would you t 
are much converſant in calcu 
ity, aſſure us that in towns, no par 

reaſon to expect his child will live 
of ſeventeen years: and if a ſi 
vives that age, ſixteen muſt 


die before it. Miſerable parents! do you 
your hopes of happineſs on rearing to mat 


e together, 


— years is pe Oh the ſlight” baſis 
upon which all human expectations or deſires 
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drop dee the time of 


are founded, when this expeQation.or deſire of 


what the Pſalmiſt calls a heritage, that ſhall 


ſuccee to be the prop and pillar of your age, 
as well as live to take poſſeſſion of your ho- 


nors; and not only that, but be the means 5 
propagating both your name and memory in 


the world, —when, we repeat, this ex pectation 


of deſire, which is the greateſt man can poſſi- 
bly indulge in, is ſo quickly overthrown ! but 
this is not the worſt : we mean this ſituation of 


affairs as far as they regard the natural world ; 
ſince in the moral world too, there is equal 


reaſon why we ſhould live conftantly in fear of 
danger that may happen to the, / ſouls of riſing 
8 you as in the former cafe, D a 


ſons; for how numerous are not the ds 


to aſſociate with bad company; and theſe, the 
Perce tells us, cannot but corrupt good man- 


ners. Wonderful muſt it indeed be looked 
upon, that any can eſcape the dangers, which in 


this reſpect continually threaten! We, for our 


part, knowof no defence againſt them, but God's 


3 Pray, TCA in the firſt place, that 
| your | 


x 
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5 d your choice of ſuch companions. a hall I 7 
corrupt you, may be prudentiy directed. All 

I | the inſtruction men could give 7 - 

1 ſand exhortations, ; would not have a thouſandth 
my of its effect. . 


you in a the u- 


The danger of 8 with 1 


is to be feared the more, becauſe, like every 


other ſin, when we are once accuſtomed to it, 


we diſcern how difficult it is to throw; off ſuch 
communications as corrupt good manners: but | 
though difficult, ſtill i is it practicable, or by great 
exertions, to be done: and will not even the 
diſorder be a great inducement with vou to 
work out its cure? for-other maladies; wall fre- - 
quentl; ; ſupply thoſe medicines that at laſt re- 


move home ;—thus the ſin of. luxury, or laviſh 


living, when the prodigal no longer has it in 
his power to waſte, is cured. - Think you then 
if at any time you ſhall have got within the in- 


fluence of thoſe communications that 


good manners, —think, we ſay, that the appa- 
rent danger yon are every hour expoſed to, far 
from being a diſcouragement, ſhould e 
you to determine on abjuring thoſe. communi- 
_ cations, Some, we know, have thought a ſort 
of honorable tie was on them not to ſhun. that 


wren, they have already choſen; but what 
H3 bonor- 
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honorable te can uch bad company — 
They who do all they can to Vitiate your good 
morals? Read, dear children; in God's word 
what rule ſuch people as che Apoſtle had in 
view, when he was writing his epiſtle to the 
men of Corinth, and of which, our text, we 
need not tell you, is a part. Read in God's 
word, we fay, what Tule ſuch people have to 
regulate their conduct. While you court their 
company, and conſequently are as wicked as 
themſelves, they will affiſt you with their coun- 
ſels; but when once you come into fuch ſitua- 
tions as ſuggeſt amendment, and provided in 
fuch ſituations you have need of their aſſiſtance, 
will they then cleave to you? When the un- 
natural Abſalom made inſurrection in the city 
of Jeruſalem, and ſought by favour of the peo- 
ple to dethrone his father, oh then, little ones, 
he found himſelf by no means in a want of 
friends: but when abandoned by his party, af- 
ter the defeat he met with, and then necding 
their aff ſtance, they forſook him; and even | 
Joab, who had been his friend while his prof- 
perity continued, was no ſooner told of his ſuſ- 
penſion to the branches of a tree that caught him 
up while he was paſſing under it, than with a 
2 15 in his heart, he — to the ſpot 

and 


df Pd AY only: - mankind are 
liable" t od > undergo from bad — 
though indeed, ſince that corruption is the ruin 
of their 3 one would imagine it enough, 
but likewiſe of their ruin in this world, the 

| forfeiture of all their expectations, and their 
premature deceaſe, that is to ſay their death, be- 
fore the time is come by nature. Take another 
inſtance. Would the prodigal, whoſe melancholy 
uently adduced for your in- 


fate we have ſo frequen 
ſtruction, and with great propriety, ſince Jeſus 
Chriſt ſuppoſed the caſe of ſuch a yguth as 
what would furniſh an important leſſon, and 
whatever he ſuppoſed for ſuch a purpoſe, is 
well worthy man's attention every moment of 
his life, while he has any being - would the 

prodigal, we ſay, have been deſerted in his ad- 
verſe fortune, if the company he had before 
| hand kept were not of ſuch a caſt as the 
Apoſtle hints at? Miſerable youth !—You- fed 
them, at your table, with the choiceſt viands 3 
and, in your adverſity, had not that food 
the very ſwine were fed with. Woe is me! 
we think we hear you ſaying; my companions 
rer occaſioned me the loſs of every ching 3 
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_ the loſs of my late ſubſtance, of my conſtitution, | 
of my health, and of my father Oh, if they 
had not deſerted me before-hand, with what 
eaſe would I not now have fled from them 
Thrice happy, had I only done as much before 
they joined together to deprive me of wy pa- 
trimony, and reduce me to want bread. If 
this be not ſufficient, take one more exam ple: . 
for would David, but for bad companions and 
their wieked counſels, have been ſo ſupport- 
ed, when he undertook the murder of Uriah, 
deing ſet on fire to gain poſſeſſion of Bathſheba's 
charms? but being not long after that, well nigh 
abandoned, when the treaſon of his well-be- 
loved Abſalom broke forth, and, with a few 
of his domeſtic ſervants, he was forced to quit 
the city of Jeruſalem, leaſt he ſhould fall a ſa- 
crifice ; and was, as it appears, fo very heart- 
leſs, that the ark of God, which thoſe attend- 
ing on his flight bore with them for their, maſ- 
ter's ſafety, would not, he imagined, ſave him 
from the malice of his enemies? a ſuppoſition 
evident from what he ſaid, as follows: Carry 
back the ark of God into the city; if I ſbauld find 
favour in his fight, then will he bring me. back 
again, and grant me to behold both that, and with 
it tes, his holy habitation, But provided he 

A . | ſhould 


let bin do wer) ee bs 1 dale proper: Ros 
Theſe are three examples of the dangerous con- 
ſequences flowing from bad company ; and 
which we meant to ſhow you. -Take advan- 
tage of them; and, inſtructed by the leſſon 
they contain, be wiſe, and form no bad con- 
nections; or, provided you ſhould. have already 
formed them, do your utmoſt to divide the 
bands that hold Iu to them, and be PEEL in 
future. | 
We were 3 with this obſervation tc to 


copies but there is one thing more, of 1 


which we would forewarn you; though the 
caution we ſhall give hereafter, in another 
dreſs of language, namely: that all fellowſhip p. 
with thoſe that are unequal to you, be they 
your ſuperiors or inferiors, ſhould be ſtudiou fl * 

avoided. And if matters in reality are ſo, bow 1 
much the more, dear children, is it not your 
duty to avoid all commerce and connection 
with as many as appear in point of virtue your 
unequals? By this inequality of virtue, have a 
multitude of otherwiſe well · meaning youths, both 
male and female, been undone. Avoid, then, : 
their unhappy fortune, and depend upon your- 
| ſelves. with the Almighty, for that favourable 
H 6 1 ee 
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proſſ pet you may form of your afin i in this 
world; no leſs ſo than for that final happineſs 


you with to have in future. Oh almighty 


father of the world, whoſe providence is the 


| ſupport of every creature thou haſt made, while 


man is thy diſtinguiſhed care, and children 


more particularly hang upon thee for protec- 


tion to theſe children we requeſt thou wouldſt 


extend thy fatherly affection, and at preſent 


being planted, as they are, in Eden, let them 
(ll continue in that ftate of innocence which, 


In reality, ſo pure a habitation needs; and 


that this innocence may not de blighted in its 
bloſſom, but bring forth abundant fruit here- 


n after; guard them, we beſeech thee, from the 


multiplied ſeductions of the world, and from 

che ruin of bad company that ſhafl convert the 
Eden they now live in, and in which they are | 
ſo happy, into an un joyous wildernefs, where 


nothing ſhall be found to grow for their ſub- 
ſiſtence. Always let them have in view the 


fate of our firſt parents after they were diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of Eden, and inſpire them with an un- 
derſtanding to compare their former with their 
latter ſituation; the idea upon one hand of thy 
preſence, and thoſe angry cherubims upon the 


other, that were placed to keep the garden, and 


prevent 
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* e hae D for ſor few 


pleaſures they may fancy in bad co 
mit their morals to become .ounriipe; nd ſo ex- 
change the enjoyments of their preſent happy 


ſituation, having every thing provided to their 
hand for the diſtreſſes of another ſituation, 
which not only ſhall ſubject: them to the bitter 


* f 
N 


conſequences of thy judgment in a future world, 
but likewiſe to a want of every thing in this. 


Hear us, we pray _ for the ſake of 1955 


Gn, „ EY 


. 


THE H M N. 


GIVE me the grace, oh Lord, to chuſe, 
For my companions here, 
Such as I need not fear 
Will my good faith and love abuſe. 


Convinc'd, as I muſt be, that none 
My friendſhip ſhould partake, 
Who not for virtue's ſake 

| A falſe friend's odious name will ſhun. 


H 6 


„ 
. 
” 
: 
1 * 
. 
* 
; 
. 
. 
> 
— 
» 
o 
F 
- 
” 
g 
f 
Z > 
þ | 
Z 
] * 
i x 
. 
} 
U 
pe 
. 
. 
* 
” 
ö 
FR 4 
v * 


Ive fix'd 


That always ſhall make known _ 


when, in conſ- 

give me a 
5 Not eaſily to part 

Fronr them for any trivi 
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purſue ;;—. 
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_ - that hate me: « 
' ſands of them that love me, 


| ND is it true then, you will very poſſibly  ©® 
195 enquire, dear children, of Our pr ; | 
that God viſits, or, as lately we explained it, - 
puniſhes the | wickedneſs of parents in their 
Ee dren in their children, whoſe ſimp 1 


or innocence we have ſo often mentioned is 
entitled to the happineſs of Heaven? Ho m 


can that puniſhment, and this ſimplicity or ink 
nocence, be ſuited to each other 1 


6 
| 
; 
i 
N 
$ 
3 
bs 
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ſtruck with death; for how can we conceive 
| 9 5 that 


5 
£1 7 


Yes, "Ig children, it is news; that Goa 5 
puniſh frequently the wickedneſs of parents in 
their children; and, what more perhaps may 
puzzle your conceptions to account for, in the 


children of thoſe children, and even lower ſtill: 


but though this threat of the Almighty may 
perplex your tender underſtanding, be of com- 


ſitation is not everlaſting puniſhment, but only 
temporary pains; and thoſe too, nothing but the 
conſequences which iniquity in this world al- 


ways muſt draw after it. God s ſyſtem of pro- 
ectding therefore is not to be wondered at, 


even if he were not God, whoſe mercy is con- 


fort notwithſtanding; for the object of this vi- 


ſpicuous in his juſtice to mankind; but only 


placed above us, as a ruler. It is unavoidable 
but that the fin of every human being ſhould be 


followed with innumerable inconveniences 5 


e ie hind," ber ots round awer 
him: and thoſe inconveniences, dear children, 


are the puniſhment with which God viſits the 


iniquity of fathers in their children. Some- 


times, muſt we own, the reaſon of his conduct 


in ſuch puniſhment is not ſo very clear; as in 
the caſe of David, and the child Bathſheba bore 


him, who, by reaſon of its father's ſin, was 


ON THE wire AND Urner oF do. 189 7 


that ſuch a death ſhould be the" 3 
alone, and nothing elſe, of that abominable ſin 
the father had committed ?-but however unac- 


countable this circumſtance may ſeem; ſtill are 


we bound to have fuch thoughts of God, as not 
to think he can in any action be unjuſt, and 


much leſs ſo to innocent and ere lit- 


de ones.” 
Por if the haplefi fortune ofthis hide düster 


Cite your pity, ſmitten as he was, and ſeparated} 


from the living, for his father's ſin, what tears 
would you not ſhed were this great world and 


all the ſecrets of it, (ſecrets as they muſt be to 
your inexperienced minds) at once thrown 


open to your view? for David's little child endur- 


| ed the pain of dying only; which, comparative- 
1 ſpeaking, i is but momentary, and loſt nothing; 


being ſundered from a world, in which, with 


other human beings, he would certainly have 


| ſuffered greatly, to enjoy a place in paradiſe, 


without that toil which thoſe whoſe lives are 
lengthened out upon the earth, muft undergo | 


to merit it: whereas, a multitude among us, 


ſuffering equally with David's tender infant, for 


the ſins of others, and in general too, of thoſe 
they Hanz from ; —_— the pain of living 
many 


— 
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many years in ſuch a ſtate, that death . 
would be a medicine to relieve them. 
Underſtand us properly, however; for in 
many caſes, they who ſuffer thus, have not the 
| ſins of others to alledge in their excuſe. Thoſe 
ſins indeed might very poſlibly have laid the 
ground work of their wretchedneſs ; but they 
continue wretched, or more wretched than they 
would be otherwiſe, becauſe they ſin themſelves. 
It would be utterly impoſſible to put this argu- 
ment in all the-lights and ſituations it may 
have. We ſum up therefore the whole matter 
by obſerving, in the firſt place, that bad parents 
have. bad children, ſince in conſequence of 
that corrupt or vicious education they have had, 
it is not probable ti:ey ſhould be virtuous in 
themſelves: they ſuffer therefore all, the miſery 
their parents ſuffered. And in this is ſeen the 
equity of God, that is to ſay, his juſtice, wha 
makes parents, (as they ought to be) accounta: 
ble for the proſperity or welfare of their chil- 
dren. How incumbent therefore is it not on. 
parents, when the evil ſpirit poſſibly may ſet 
them on committing ſuch or ſuch a crime, to. 
heſitate, and ſay: if I give way on this c- 
« caſion, I ſhall do a deed that probably will 
a Jed its miſchiefs upon all my innocent de- 
« {cendants, 


* OA * 
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4 ſcendants, who for thirty, ſixty, or a hundred 


20 years perhaps, will ſuffer for the ſhort kved 


cc pleaſure that now tempts me.” Parents, if. 3 


this argument does not affect you, where are 
thoſe compunRious feelings of the heart, by 
nature, not to ſay reli gion, , commonly ſug- 
geſted? FOE | 

In the next place, we obſerve, dear children, 
| that good parents have good children ; and then 
circumſtances are reverſed or altered. We 
ſhall not detain you by enlarging on thoſe cir- 
cumſtances farther than by faying here, that 
theſe good children in themſelyes enjoy the 


bleſſings their good parents were rewarded with 


before them. And in this, we may diſcover 
the benevolence of God, that is to ſay his mer- 
cy, who encourages the parent to be virtuous, 
from a certainty that the reward and comfort 
of his virtues. ſhall deſcend to thouſands ſpring- 
ing from him. Now, this equity of God, that 


is to ſay, his juſtice, joined to this benevolence, ; 
that is to ſay his mercy, are the two grand 


points on which, in this diſcourſe, we meant to 


give you ſome ſmall matter of inſtruction. nd 


Fou all wiſh for life. It is fo ſweet, you 
cannot poſſibly do otherwiſe. Dear children, 


may eur with, « which i is fo natural, and which 


God's 


© obey. 
"i * 


* 
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God's law does not prohibit, may your wiſh, 

we ſay, be gratified. May you in ſafety paſs 
the ſtreights of childhood, and expatiate happy 
on the plane of man or womanhood. * You will 
have other views then riſe within your boſom. 
You will wiſh far children. May this wiſh be 
likewiſe gratified. May you have children. 
May they every day grow up in ſtature, and in 
virtue, to rejoice you: but that this ſame conſe- 
quence more ſurely may take place, remember 
what you are to hear at preſent, or remember 
rather what God's law in ſuch clear terms in- 
forms you of, that, as already we have ſaid, he 
viſits the iniquity of fathers on their children. 
When, by God's permiſſion you are parents, 


you will find that nothing can deſcribe the feel- 


ings of a father or a mother s tenderneſs, and 
more particularly ſo the laſt. Let then the in- 
ſtruction held you out at preſent, dwell particu- 
larly on your tender minds. Accuſtom them 
betimes to virtue; that whenever you have little 
ones yourſelves, your fatherly or motherly affec- 
tion may not feel one pang ariſing in you, 
from the dreadful probability that children 
born to wretched parents, will themſelves be 
wicked, and of courſe unhappy ; for God's me- 
naces mult always be fulfilled, if what thoſe 
| | me- 
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menaces were uttered to produce, does not 
take place; we mean a virtuous life in parents, 
founded on the thought that every vice they 
perpetrate will be feverely puniſhed in the little 
ones born to them; in thoſe Heile ones ey 
are inſtructed ſo to love by nature. 
Still, however, you may find it difficult to 
comprehend, that God does viſit, in reality, the 
ſins of parents on their children; and the in- 
fant born to David being only one example, 
may not forcibly enough convince you. Liſten, 
therefore, to a tale derived from real life; and 
having nothing but the probable, which will 
preclude your future doubt: for you, Eliza, 
but we pauſe, and aſk ourſelf if it be proper 
to hold up a ſuffering individual in this manner; 
and particularly having done ſo once already? 
But what miſchief can enſue from thus exhi- 
: biting, by way of warning, an unhappy wo 
man? We deſign not to inſult her in the hour 
of her calamity, if it have not, by this time, 
| bowed her to the grave: nor do we know what 
detriment, to any individual, our proceeding 
will occaſion. You then, we repeat, Eliza, 
are a dreadful proof that God, in his eternal 
juſtice, viſits children for the perſonal tranſ- 
greſſion of their fathers. Your's, alas! firſt. 
i ſuffered 
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ſuffered for his father, who preferring robbing 

and fraud, to honeſty and labour ; was compa- 
nion to a gang that made it their whole buſi- 
neſs to defraud the revenue; and could find 
means, like others, to conciliate ſuch a prac- 
tice to his conſcience, by the trite pretext, 
that private people are not injured by it, but 
the land at large. This life of robbery and 
fraud he followed many years; till government, 
made privy to his malverſation, ſent forth of- 
ficers to ſeize upon his veſſel, and take priſoner 
every one on board her. With this vefſel they 


fell in, - apreeably to information; an engage= _ 


ment inſtantly began ; his crew was maſtered, 
and himſelf made priſoner. In the night that 
followed, horrible to mention! he conſpired, 
together with the ſharers of his yretched for- 
tue, to commit a far worſe crime than that he 
had been hitherto engaged in; roſe upon his 
conquerors, and, impelled as much by venge- 
ance as a wiſh of freedom, murdered every one 
on board the royal veſſel, and regained poſ- 
ſeſſion of his own. But what were he and his 
aſſociates now to do? The deed of blood which 
they had perpetrated was of ſuch a nature, that 
they could not hope to ſhow themſelves in 
England. He we ſpeak of, with the reſt, 
155 concealed 
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upon mY coverrinitnt/s or, as they cap; enn 
quered; while the wretched owner, ſeeing to 
what ſtate he was reduced, deſtroyed himſelf. 


His ſon, from whom you drew your kits 
Eliza, was not then grown up to man's eſtate; 


and, having ſuch, a parent, we may naturally 
think, he had not been brought up, or educated, 


with much care. He was, in fact, a monſter” 
of iniquity already; he had learned to ſwear, 
loved gambling, and would even beat his mo- 
ther, whoſe ſmall fortune, which had formerly | 


been ſettled on her, was not large enough to 
keep them both, and furniſh the unnatural-ſon 


with money for his pleaſures. By his cruel © 
treatment ſhe died very ſoon, quite broken 


| hearted. He was now poſſeſſed of, what the 
lawyers call, her jointure. With the produce 


of it he came up to London, and gave thoſe 


acquainted with him ſome ſmall hopes, when 


they were told he had procured bimſelf a farm 


near town ; and, in reality, we muſt allow his 


conduct was, in ſome ſort, decent, if it had 


not been for his intolerable vice of ſwearing, 
which encreaſed upon him every day to ſuch a 
great degree, that he could hardly ſpeak two 


words together without thruſting in the name 
w e e of 


F 
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of God, or Chriſt, in junction with an execra- 
tion, that is oath, between them. Such a vice 
was, of itſelf, ſufficient to deſtroy him ; nei- 
ther was it long before he took to liquor; and 
Joon afterwards, conceiving a prepoſterous with 
of marrying, as they ſay, into a noble family, 

for he had got acquainted with a needy female, 
who was miſtreſs of a title we muſt own, but 
not a ſixpence to ſupport her pride, he wed- 
ded her. This match, unfortunate Eliza, 

which took place before you came into the 
world, —and would to God it never had been 
thought of, if that circumſtance” might have 
availed to ſave you from the pain of being in 
the world, —this match, :this fatal union, we 
repeat, even had there been no other cauſe of 
ruin, would have overwhelmed him. For A 
year, or ſo, about which period you were born 
into a world of ſorrow, for a world of ſorrow 
ſurely has it been to you, things went on toler- 
| ably well between them; though, before that 
time, your father had one morning been ar- 
reſted, even in his bed, for debts contracted 
by his wife before they came together; and 
theſe debts, which law compels a huſband to 
diſcharge, were all the miſerable dower ſhe 
brought him, ſave, as we have ſaid before, her 
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7 pride and title. Love, however, or what peo. 
ple call by that ſoft name, was not extinguiſh- 
ed then between them, ſo that ſuch a matter of 
humiliation or ſurprize, while it befel your fa- 
ther, did not cauſe a rupture. But this rup- 
ture happened quickly after; for the time 
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that ſhould have been devoted to the care and i 


culture of og little perſon, was conſumed in 
gaming, and, its ſiſter vice, (for they are ge- 


nerally ſiſters) drinking; which your mother, 


never famous for ſobriety, now gave a looſe to, 
and indulged in. Swearing, in the interval, 
and drunkenneſs, grew daily on your father, 


who beheld that partner—yes, that partner he 
firſt took to be his helpmate—die a victim to 


the liquor ſhe was ſwallowing daily in fuch 


great abundance. Debts were, in the interim, 


increaſing; and your father's conſtitution, * 


though much ſtronger than his partner's, ſunk 


at laſt beneath the preſſure of his vices, which 
Increaſed as he grew older. He ſurvived, ſome 
little time, a loathſome obje& of diſeaſe, and 
died in agony, not having wherewithal to pay 
his debts, much leſs then make proviſion for 


your maintenance; which was, alas! more 
needful, as that ſpecies of affection he poſſeſſed, 
had never minded him to give you any educa- 


tion. 


\ 
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tion. He expired, in ſhort, quite deſtitute K* 
not dropping like ripe fruit in autumn, but his 
leaf fell off before the ſummer was half gone: 
and thus did the Almighty viſit, in his juſtice, 
the iniquity a father had committed in his 
ſon; yet were not the unnatural parent's vices 
wholly the occaſion of his wretched ſon's ſad 
fortune? To the vicious education he had pre- 
viouſly received, he added a propenſity to vice, 
and therefore merited his puniſhment. 

But as for you, Eliza, what are we to ſay? 
That you were no leſs guilty; and that all the 
miſeries you ſuffered were deſervedly entailed 
upon you! God has, in his juſtice, puniſhed 
the iniquity committed by a father in his child; 
and, as your melancholy caſe evinces, in his 
_ grand-child alſo, May his rigorous arm ſtop 
here; or rather, if a nameleſs progeny already 
has deſcended from you, may his mercy ſpare 
that progeny ; for has not his ſeverity proceed- 
ed far enough? On her, may we, with David, 
ſay, may all God's juſtice he exhauſted. But, 
alas! what have thoſe lambs , deſcended from 
her, done? Oh God of mercy, as thou art, 
if this unhappy victim to her own iniquity, 
and that committed by her parents, be {till liv- 
ing, _ her with coulotation „and remove for 

er 
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ever the intolerable- burthen of ber miſery ; 
and ſin. Thy power can from the rock itſelf 
draw water, and even cauſe the flames to 
comfort and refreſh thy eliddreri: in the fur- 
nace. Comfort and relieve, then, this afflict- 
ed object of thy wrath; for thou canſt do ſo; 
and then, ſtill more gracious, let her he the 
firſt, —as probably ſhe will be if thy mercy 
viſit her diſtreſs, the firſt of her unhappy fa- 
mily, in whoſe behalf thy promiſe ſhall be ve- 
rified, of ſhewing mercy unto thouſands in as 
many as may love thee, and purſue the way of 
thy commandments. Hear us for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt, &c. e 


J UST are God's ways; yet full withal 5 
Of mercy to mankind: - 


F or ſinners, that deſerve their fall, 
That fall are ſure to find. 
But for the juſt, though ſcorn and m_ 
 Faſtidious tread them down, 
Thy goodneſs ſhall, oh Lord, provide 
In Heaven a glorious crown. | 


Vo. II.“ 1 a Recall 
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Recall not then the ſins of yore, 
My anceſtors have done; 
Or I ſhall periſh, Lord, before 

- My years are well begun. 


Nor let me fin myſelf, leaſt they . 
That to my name ſucceed, 

Should of my ſins the forfeit pay, 
For ſuch, if I may plead. | 
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SERMON XXIX. 
ON THE THIRD > COMMANDMENT. 
' EXODUS xx. v. * 


Sen oat nof take the name 5 the Lord thy Gad 
invain ; for the Lord will not. hold him guili. 
1505 that taketh his name in vain, » 


Den little friend, 8 5 jy on 
ſuch a ſubject as the preſent cannot you 
addreſs our hearers, on the ſubject of this ex- 
hortation? but alas! you are departed, after 
having cauſed your parents, during the whole 
courſe of your ſhort life on earth, no other 
| laſing grief than. what proceeded from the cir- 
cumſtance of having loſt you. And that 3 
ſpirit which, inſpiring, as it did, the lovelieſt 
form that ever yet exiſted, or ſhall ever do ſo, 
was the joy and conſolation of your parents, is 
now permanently happy in the company of angels 
and archangels. You, on this occaſion, might! 
iam thoſe little ones we are addroſſing now, = 
1 1 . of 1:1 
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of ſin indeed committed at a very early period 
of your life, in which the heart however had no 
malice to account for, but of ſubſequent repent- 
ance for that ſin, in which the grace of God, 
vouchſafed you at a period no leſs early, ſhone 
conſpicuous: - Situated like the little Samuel, 
God thought fit to call you; and thoſe pa- 
rents his good pleaſure had beſtowed upon you, 
were not leſs ſolicitous than Samuel's to make 
. known; that if God knocked once more, you 
ſhould reply: 4 ſpeak Lord; for I thy ſervant 
« hear thee.” And God certainly did ſpeak ; 
or whence thoſe edifying words, that when your 
little body lay in anguiſh, and was finally con- 
vulſed upon a death bed ;—whence, we ſay, 
thoſe edifying words, than which, the lip of 
nage and wiſdom could not ſurely have pronoun 
ced more edifying ?—Whence, We ſay once 
more, thoſe edifying words that while they pe- 
netrated to the heart of your afflicted parents, 
and entirely overwhelmed it for the moment, 
made them in the ſequel ſo ſuperlatively happy? 
To this hour, they frequently talk of you, while 
both wait, if we may ſo expreſs ourſelf, God's 
voice to render up their ſpirit, and depart, if 
duch be his good will, together? The dear 
« child,” they ſay, “ is gone before us; and 


— 


i, ge e him: life and being to 
| But we dwell n xg on what concerns the 


wage ow | 


whit ourſcif-onel ther eee as 
eee on the occaſion f a little en- 
tainment) : fitting on his mother's knee, we 
ane e open n the table to amuſe his 
is lit. bible which his father had 
plates, he was extremely buſy with them, and at 
every cut he came to, would turn round, and 
alk his mother what it meant. e is 
this old man in bed, . particularly: we remember 
was his queſtion, looking at the cut un 
Iſaac bleſſes Jacob, taking him for Eſau: 'the 
eld man ſeems blind: and this tao, flanding ly 
8 the Gedi d enn . nn. on this 
be mentioned. After this, proceeding in the 
earneſt work he was engaged in, and enquiring 
what the ſubject of each picture was, one we 
emember, of the number, ſtruck him more 
«it 1 =, 
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than any of the others. 
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d what pray is this? 
ſaid he. Be it ſufficient' to inform you, he 
was looking at the RESURRECTION; and in 
conſequence of many queſtions, put on the o- 
caſion to his mother, which we need not here 
repeat, he happened to be told that ſwearing 
vas a fin, and that all . Duane 
$000 :hefl; +7 1G 397 759 
Some time, perhaps For minutes Aber ar 
Simplicius wanted to go out. He went; ; but 
no one of the company perceived him any way 
affected. Yet he was; for being abſent longer 
than was neceſſary, his uneaſy parents ſent to. 
fetch him in; when lo] a cry was heard. A 
parent's hearing is much more upon the watch 
than other peoples. They were inſtantly 
alarmed. They quitted the apartment, and we 
followed, running to the quarter whence the 
noiſe proceeded ; when behold!” we found the 
little innocent Simplicius, in a ſwoon, upon the 
ſeat, The parents' aſſiduities were all exerted 
to reſtore him. My dear fellow, were the mo- 
 ther's firſt enquiries, when Simplicius was refs. 
tored a little, and ſeemed — of anſwering. 
her, what ails. you tell me: © Þ ſhall go to 
* hell, mama,” replied Samples in a faulter- 


ing kind of voice. Te Pet my child returned | 
4 | 9 L the 


* — held4 ner ge ON MPO 1. 
4 been N _ time paſt a ſwearer, [ſaid 
Simplicius. Been this lung time pat u fwearet, 
5 ay arr "Kate man, reſumed his tender but aſto- 
niſhed mother; do you ſay ſo really this long tim 
paſt a ſwearer ! recollect your ſelf, dear child, if un 
are able, You, a common fwearer can you be ſot 
why wwe never heard you ſtuear! . No, no, be- 
« cauſe I always ſwear, replied Simplicius, to 
myſelf, « That Samuel, lately turned away, 
« ſwore ſo that I conſidered it quite pretty to 
« do juſt the ſame as he did; ſo that now the | 
« devil will be ſure to have me. 
We break off in this part of our tory. The 
dear good Simplicius was conſoled or comforted 
by his indulgent parents, who affected with their 
child's behaviour, and the thought that God of 
his abundant grace ſo early had addreſſed his 
little heart, returned him their unfeigned thanks; 
and on the ſpot, avowed that this, ſo far from 
being an affliction to them, was the happieſt 
birth day they had ever known ſince firſt their 
dear Simplicius came into the world.  Simpli- 
cius, after this, avoided ſwearing as he would 
have done a ſerpent in the way; and promiſed 
t — a very virtuous: youth: but God 
. „ * 


3 fatal 1 nnd in the- 3 
ed him: he ſunk under its ſeverity: he died: 
dut, to the joy and tranſport of his parents, 
who had always been accuſtomed to draw. com- 
fort from the e of God in every cir- 
| cumſtance befalling them, his death was ſuch as 
to confirm the e of the pſalmiſt, namely: 
| lace mouth of babes and ſucklings, God has 
__«« willed that ſtrength ſhould be ordained; and 
, from them praiſe proceed. His death, in 
ſhort, When time had taken off a little from 
their ſorrow for his loſs, was matter of thank ſ 
giving to God's providence, for having thus 
_ tranſlated their beloved little one from earth to 
an inheritance of happineſs; ; 905 ever ſince 
have they been anxious ſo to frame their lives, 
that they may go to him, though he, as they are 
ſenſible, will never come again to them. 5 
From this affecting, but yet pleaſing ſtory, 
* dear little ones, to ſhun the vice of ſwear- 
ing; or, provided, as is not impoſſible, you 
have unhappily adopted it in fecret, imitate 
Simplicius in your ſorrow and repentance, 
which can never come too late: much more 
then will that ſorrow and repentance be accept- 
* —_ is entered into at your early: time of 
| life. 


— 


we ſhoold put you en hour guard againſt is 
ſpecies of the vice we preach upon; ſince, being 
as it is, ſo execrable, you will ſcarce be guilty 
of a crime with which the vileſt only, IO 
loweſt of mankind, are to be ch: 
ing, all we mean is the irreverent u | 
two words, that is to ſay; the mee Le 
Jeſus, which on every ſhght occaſion men, and 
ſometimes women, introduce in their difcourſe. 
The ſum of our inſtruction therefore on this 
ſubject, needs not many words. Let not the 
names of God or Jeſus ever iſſue from your 
lips, excepting when you pray, or are engaged 
in, very ſolemn converſation. By obſerving 
this em in your childh d, you will 
gain perſection with reſpect to that command. 
ment which forbids your taking, as it fays, 
God's name in vain; and only by ſuch means 
will you be able to refrain from violating, that 
is, breaking the commandment ;)for . 
VU’ 15 the 
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the force of cuſtom + onion; not only A 
as yield no pleaſure, but even ſuch as in them- 
ſelves are highly Siege if in childhood you 
affect them, will become habitual, and the dif- 
ficulty, as perhap — know full well, 
will / hen be to forego them. Shall we mention one? 
that ungenteel, that vulgar action, which a mul- 
titude of children, we may ſay, are fond of, 
when they torture their own fleſh, and eat away 
their-very fingers' ends ; for this they generally 
do, and not disfigure only, or deform the nails, 
Which but for ſuch a practice, would ſoadmira 
— and ſet off the ee of a well 
hand. You; therefore, that are guilty, 
0 that term, we muſt reſort to, of this prac- 
tice, or who note the guilt of it in others, aſk 
yourſelves if any thing, except thepower of cuſ- 
tom, and the difficulty of refraining from bad 
habits, is the cauſe why we obſerve fo many 
Punted,—the expreſſion, we are now to add, 
may very likely be accounted rather too un- 
courtly; yet becauſe no wounds can poſſibly af- 
ſect our ſenſe like ſoundneſs, and becauſe we 
would do every thing we can to cure the riſing 
generation of ſo foul a practice, we muſt uſe it; 
therefore we renew the queſtion,--what, except 
_— of cuſtom, and the difficulty of re- 
e BE. MANS 


rating from bad habits, is the cauſe: why we 
obſerve fo many ,/ 
es, M—_ | 
Give not then into a. aſtorr 
which i is ridiculous as well as wicked: but re- 


member what God ſays to thoſe who take his 


name in vain,—f will nat hold him guiltleſs that | 


dies ſo. And recolle& too, that Chriſt Jeſus, 
in the prayer ha taught us, has begun it with an 
Halte be 


article expreſsly to that purpoſe. 

by name: that is, account it holy. Holy it 
ſhould be indeed; for in the troubles of this 

life, ſays David, ſpeaking in the ſpirit, call 


upon me, and be certain I will hear try prayer. 


The world is full of miſery ; but oh God] thy 
name is ſweet. The ſame is to be faid of 


Chriſt ; for as the angel ſaid to Joſeph; thou ſhalt 


cal him Fefus : and why fo?. becauſe he is or- 


dained to fave his people from their - fins. Now 


Chriſt, and Jeſus, are the fame; not ſpelt | 
indeed, or ſounding ſo, but both relating to the 


Saviour. He then that ſhall uſe the name of 


Chriſt irreverently, is as culpable as he that 
uſes ſo the'name of Jeſus. God, and Chriſt, or 


Jeſus may be worthily employed, when we 


are in diſtreſs, on urgent, that ĩs, great ocean." | 


ions, and whenever we may need: that aid; 
„ 6 which 


| WERY we have "IP nay. ——_ we are com- 
manded, toimplore through our Redeemerꝰs name. 
How then can we be juſtified in uſing, upon 
every trifling ſubject in diſegurſe, two names 
that ſhould be only had recourſe to in our 
wants? Think, little ones, that certainly a 
time will come, though now your conſtitution 
faculty you are poſſeſſed of will grow weaker 
with your waſting frame: when, as Chrift Jeſus 
ſaid to Peter, though at preſent every day you 
gird yourſelf, and go wherever you think fit, 
another ſhall in future time, that is to ſay when 
you are ancient, carry you where you would 
not; ſoon after which, a death bed will con- 
clude your life. Think, therefore, ſo that by a 
good foundation, „laid in childhood, you may 
be prepared for ſuch a mournful ' time, when 
you will naturally, as it were, pronounce the 
name of God and Chriſt, as your laſt hope. 
Receive, oh Gad, my ſpirit, for the ſake of Feſus 
Chriſt, will be your ſupplication. But what 
hope will you derive from thoſe two names, if 
in the courſe of your preceding life, you haye 
deſpiſed them? Nothing will enſure you the 
divine aſſiſtance, which all thoſe who call on 
. rough Jeſus Chrit are ſure they ſhall 


receive . 


— 
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7 receive, except the, proper hs of two fuck « 
| holy names, while you are young and health- 
= Sanctify then, little es, your lips by | 
never uttering them but with that reverence 
with which you wiſh you may be WON of 
uttering them upon your death bed. _ FER 
If, by any further argument, we can pre. 
wil upon you to diſcharge this duty, let us 
w, from the behaviour of the world, one 
peach which, perhaps, will have its influence 
with you; for conſider, that of all the rules 
enforcing a polite demeanour, probably not one 
is to be found but what comes recommended 


to us through the goſpel ; thus a bow or curt- ; 


ſey is the token of a humble ſervant ; and the 
ſame may be advanced reſpecting every other 
indication of politeneſs. What then does Po- 
liteneſs dictate on the article of ſpeaking ?— 
That we ſhould apologize for barely mention 
ing an abſent perſon, when we tell him after- 
wards we introduced his name; how then ſhould 
we excuſe ourſelves if we had mentioned him 
with diſreſpect? Much more then, how can we 
excuſe ourſelves to God for mentianing his name 
without reſpect? We cannot ſtand excuſed ; 
much leſs then have we any thing to fay in 
our defence for mentioning his name with diſ- 
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reſpeẽt * ſcorn. Oh thou who art Gant” 
as the plalmiſt tells us, 4 reverend and holy, 
give us grace to recollect that, of a certainty, 
the time will come, when we ſhall wiſh to 
call upon thy name, as on a name of hope and 
conſolation; till which time let us, as ſervants 
were of old diſtinguiſhed by their maſters” 


names impreſſed upon their foreheads, ever. act 


A if thy name, the name of our celeſtial maſ- 


ter, were inſcribed there likewiſe : then, 1 in 


converſation, ſhall we keep our tongues from 

every prophanation of thy name; it will not 
iſſue from our lips when any circumſtance of 
wonder or ſurpriſe takes place; ; but, when pro- 
nounced, will be the witneſs of our confidence 
in God, and of our hope that we ſhall gain the 
ſuccour of his grace and power. We ſhall not 


then be ſubject to the menace he ſubjoins to 


his commandment; that he will not hold 


ſwearer guiltleſs ; but become partakers of the 


promiſe „joined by David, ſpeaking in the 


ſpirit, to his invitation of invoking him, 5 5 


overwhelmed in trouble, namely: that 
mercy he will hear us. Hear, oh God, our 


ſupplications, when we call upon thee, in che 


name of Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 8 
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. 11 God 50d 1 a above cb 15 + 
How glorious, is thy pow'r, how high! * 
How eee too the homage ſhown, es 
Olk E collected round . throne ! 1 2 
"Gm 3 that my tongue, thro? 
May ne'er thy name in talk debaſe; 7 
That name, which dying, een the beſt 
An for mercy ſhall atteſt. ata 


' Oh —.(— Spie of i | 1 i 


* 


He RR, too thy name. 7 on; denen 8 fy 

That name thro' which when death is near, 
000 riſing fears the heart appal, . 
On God, for mercy, I ſhall call. 
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Ho full of pity was thy mind, 55 1 e 
When thou aſſumedlt mortal breath | 1 
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ON THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 


* + , 


EXODUS XX, v. 8. 1 © 


Remember the ſabbath a4 to hep it hob. © 


WE begin this exhortation by addrefling 
more particularly thoſe _ among our 
hearers whom their parents have thought fit to 
place for education in academies or boarding 
ſchools; obſerving, as a ſort of introduction, 
that ſuppoſing— and the ſuppoſition, we are 
certain, will be ſtriking, as the Phraſe is, on a 
ſtring that conſtantly affords their little minds 
a deal of pleaſant muſic, - being, as they are, 
like other children, fonder of a little recreation 
than much ftudy—that ſuppoſing any parent. of 
their fellow ſtudents; coming on a viſit to them; 
do but, as the cuſtom is, prevail upon their 
governeſs, or maſter, to allow them the 're- 
mainder of the day for entertainment, in the 
way themſelves think fitting, we obſerve, in 
__ _ (we repeat) they do not, all at once, 

forget 


Baade 5 may run e 415 O5 75 72 
mam, or.; woman, be, e mf be, 7% whom 
_ awe this- Holiday. „ 815 ö 1H a I} a WER 1 
you all together , little hearers, let but any o 
your friends, ace ae or acquaintance, living 
in n the — ſend your parents, as a preſent, 
ed for their table as the 
country: every abounds with, you t 
down with chearful hearts and pleaſant cos 
ances, when the meal N you 15. ready, 
and forget not, during your repaſt, to drink 
the health of him that, as we i on aon 
e founder of 1 it. e ts ry | 
Now, dear little blen wa e boch 
theſe figures may be uſeful to you in the fub- 
ject we are come to. Were we talking to a 
congregation, ſuch as meet together in our 
churches, we are ſenſible it would not be allow- 
ed us to attempt inſtructing them by ſuch a2 
method; e would look for ſolid ar 


0 vine, in obo ff nua, Dews ho nab ou it 
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-and ſuch as ſhould be uttered in a ſtyle moſt | 
ſuited to the gravity, ſolemnity, and ſacred na- 
ture of the buſimeſs in diſcuſſion; but your 
tender age, and conſequently inexperience, will 

permit ſome deviation from the uſual language 


of inſtruction. Your ſimplicity is not to be 
addrefſed in ſuch a ſtyle, as thoſe who are ar- 
Tived to years of perfect judgment, look for; 
and your playfulnefs of character may not im- 
properly be talked to in à playfulneſs of ſtyle. 
We ſay then, both theſe figures are in point; 
that is, not out of place upon the prefent ſub- 
| Jet: for that holiday, and that repaſt, may be 
a ſubſtitute, or repreſentative, of that ſeventh 
day, according to the Jewiſh diſpenſation ; but 
according ta the Chriſtian ſyſtem, of that firſt, - 
you are commanded to diſtinguiſn from the 
other ſix. But how, that is to ſay, by what 
behaviour are you to diſtinguiſh it? By ſuch 
as is moſt ſuited to the views of him that in- 
ſtituted it. Now, he that inſtituted it, is God; 
and when he did ſo, he commanded we ſhould 
| Keep it holy. Keep it therefore holy, little 
children; and conſider, that in ſome ſort, as 
the friend who, as we have already mentioned, | 
bas procured you fome releaſe from ſtudy in 


your ſchool, or ſome good thing to pleaſe your 
- 2 


ON ru rovnrR contearoienT. . i 


pense, "would Hive: bkealbn to! 
while you were mad 
did not think of him, the giver; fo too, but 
with infinitely greater ' reaſon 
would God conſider you ungrateful. if, while 
you were rey ht is called the fabbath; 

meant ing of the word muſt be 


diem? . the <abbath- ws firſt fou 
and wh therefore gave it you. 
| rg abbath de not, in 1e 


your. ſon or daughter; mati 'of 'V 
cattle, or the ſtranę 
little children, think if any friend, ike him we 

have ſuppoſed already, were to tell you that 
tomorrow,” neither Jou riot any one of you! 
Fe ul We apatite; 
of iſtady'; think, we ſay, if, t 
poſition, you would not et" do 


; 3 * ; 
y other d. * F bs = vp 4 : 2 7 "YE Þ * 
n 
„ But 


- happy by ti gt 100 


N that in l it you} ſhall 40 0 Kind of work, 


r in your” Robi a Now, | 


to complain, 


* 


# 


- offenſive in God's \ ſight. | 
muſt, therefore, be kept holy; and ab e 
| being ſet apart for reſt, we are comman 
every virtuous deed for which an opportunity 
preſents. itſelf ; and ſuch, dear children, is our 
duty, that provided any of us —— 
aſs, that 
we are bound to pull it out. Much more then, 
upon ſuch a day, are we ane, help our 
| fellow creatures, to do all e good we can, to 


ie or in all, except the four 
teach us what our duty i is to God, we are ac- 


reſt e to ——.— n the 


other days that conſtitute. the works * 
Phe; ſabbath: Fra 


Sunday, 5 


t falls into à pit upon t 


practice charity, which laſt i is, in parti: 


ſervice done to God; ſo. much ſo chativecſcans 
not do him any other: and, in ſhort, to reſt 
from ſervile labour only, and be earneſtly em- 


ployed in works that have God's T un . 


benefit of human nature for their object. 


In the firſt, the ſecond, and the third buen 
th, that 


: * with his law, and e muſt we 
Pe 


— 


1 
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him and perform his 
ments, yet it awes us with 4 
namely, of his ee, an r e 


5 ab che did, withcur's Pra, U 


hall wks his name. in van. To 


by fear, copaya bl blind obediene 


ed, that 
might well declare them to-the Jewiſh people, 
while it thundered, and the 
- with. fire; but in the fourth, we'can ſee 
but God's love; and therefore no 


words, that de a part of the 
On the ſabbath you ſhall do no work, your 
BITOFEEY. © . 8 ſon 


ke, that he will never hold him guiftleſs 


VU 
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| 
« ſon or fi ea man or. woman fervant, 
« cattle, or the ſtranger, in your houſe.” 
Theſe various claſſes comprehend the whole 
creation ; and the ſabbath is'thus found a friend 
to man; for every one, including even the 
meaneſt, ſhall have reſt on ſuch a day. But 
what we notice moſt of all is, that word, cattle, 
God extends his fatherly affection to the brute 
creation. And ſuppoſing any one ſhould aſk, 
with the apoſtle, What, does God take care 
of oxen?” God, from Horeb, while it burns 
with fire, and in the midſt of thunder, ſhall 
declare himſelf. their friend, as well as mak 
They, together with the whole creation of. 
brute: creatures, ſhall be every ſabbath day re- 
leaſed from toil ;- that is, ſuppoſing their whole 
life were placed before them in ſeven equal 
parts, they ſhall have one, as well as what 
they paſs away in ſleeping, to be wholly at 
their eaſe, Think, little hearers, if, by this 
proceeding, God does not appear a bounteous 
parent. Do you love your earthly mer 
You will anſwer, yes. And why? Becauſe, 
you will again make anſwer, they love you. 
And do you every thing they bid you? Yes. 
It is indeed your duty; but why ſo? Becauſe. 


Is Oo a right to bid a4 Your replies are 
| rational, 


Sr. 
* by , ., 


ſhould occupy your little hearts. Love then, 
| your heavenly father, for he loves his whole 
creation; and on that account, loves you. 


ſo, and has much more right to bid you, than 
thoſe parents vols e * all e 
ledge. 


need not tell not you the commandment has 
much more. Wbich here, among you, has the 
tendereſt arents. Underſtand us properly; 3 We 
mean to aſk which. here among you has ſuch-- 
parents as are moſt ſolicitous to make thoſe 


children, which the providence of God already has 


beſtowed upon them, truly happy, happy for the 


Preſent, and in future happy likewiſe; temper- 


which might perhaps be prejudicial to you, 


with authority and reaſon, that inevitably muſt 


be ſerviceable to you. Happy he or ſhe that 


has ſuch parents! What then is their way of 


governing? To you, we ſpeak, good child that 


are ſo happy. Do you not diſcover that their 
government is ſometimes what ſome tender 


parents would call hard? that they diſpenſe 
ow orders, nn. with that 
they 


& 


b il 3 of thoſe filial el th Iu 


. eee finiſhed; * 


{ ; 1 | : 


—— 


% 


earth, the fea with all es in _ and. . 


| what they look for; is ſu 
ſtrance? But your God, as you may find in bis 

| K c. deſcends to let you know | 
the reaſon why you ſhould obey bim; ſince; by 


- 


e dh the 


upon every individual. 
fore, is not one of Go v 


ture to aſſert was never meant for females: to 
obſerve. A certain ancient writer, and that ; 
ancient writer is 5 heucydides, ; has: told us that 
the female ſex were not deſigned by Heaven to 
ſhine in many virtues that are ſuited to the male 
creation; but that men were born for action 
and the world, :aetiile? women are intended for 
repoſe and ſolitude. Such arguments ae 


if we were heathens now 
; 2 


- 


l 


EJ 


1 ne your 


* 


beach falkly; 1 E : 


- 8 


and to covet no man's P 
virtues to be practiſed by both Pong Weng: . 
| likewiſe | is the conſecration of the ſabbatn. 
Be it therefore no leſs conſecrated to 
worſhip by the female, than male world; aud 
the ee NH of this exhortation will be fully 
n we 3 before we 
muſt be allowed the imbecility of human na- 
ture, that if we 1 


at once a er of others. Oh what la- 
bour to acquire that 
ceſſary for the future man of learning, or well 


Vol. IL | educated 
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educated woman! Write as well as ever penman 
did; and yet you will not therefore be expert 
or ready at arithmetic: the art of dancing will 
not make you a muſician; neither will a ſkill 
in managing the needle, | qualify you for the 
| pencil: and the ſame is to be ſaid of all the 
* 5 ſciences, conſidered two and two; in which, 
induſtrious teachers more particularly. cannot 
but experience the propriety of hat the apoſtle 
ſays, though ſpeaking on another ſubject; | 
namely, that provided they deſire to ſee the im- 
provement of their ſcholars, they muſt never 
yield to difficulties, but give precept upon pre- 
cept, here a line and there a line, &c. But the 
ſcience of ſalvation has not this diſcouragement | 
or ſtumbling block athwart the way of thoſe 
who would purſue it; for be perfect in one 
law of God, and then you cannot but have | 
made great progreſs inthe reſt. If it were 
otherwiſe, poor children, hard would be your 
ſituation in particular! If, for example's ſake, 
before you could be virtuous or acquainted with , 
your duty to your parents, to each other, and to | 
| God, you were obliged to treaſure in your little 
heads the ſum and ſubſtance. of the fifty two. 
_ diſcourſes in this manual. They are all indeed 
on different duties, and thoſe duties muſt be 
| | every 


— 
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3 every one obſerved, if you would be good chil- 


dren but let God's effeQual grace inſtru& you TY : 
„ and you will hard. 


to accompliſh only on 
ly fail of making great proficience in the others. 
We repeat then once again, and finiſh with the 


obſervation : keep the ſabbath. holy, or abſtain 


from ſervile work thereon 7 that on the other. 


hand, you may employ Jourſklves in "every 

-work of righteouſneſs ; and then, fince you will 
do ſo, as the ſcripture ſays for conſcience* fake 
toward God, that conſcience will inſtru@: you 


in the duty of the fifth, the ſixth, the ſeverith 
commandment, and in ſhort of all the others. 


May this grace and this inſtruction be your por- 


tion, little children, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt; 


and may his. prophecy, reſpecting your undoubt= . 
ed claim to Heaven, as children, never be re- 
verſed by the unhappy conſequence of ſin, when 
you attain to years of manhood, or the ſeaſon 
of old age. Hear us, oh father; through the 
| ſame, our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, 8. 


* 


Ka: * 


W 


HE HYMN, 


THIS is 8 God's ak 
Ordained for man and brute to reſt: _ 
For brute, that from his ſix days toil 
Some reſpite he may know; 

2 So too for man, but who the while 
His gratitude ſhould ſhow 

For benefits received; or ſpend 

In ne day to his 2 friend, : 


| Then let us God's great 15 ful, 
I be gracious purpoſe of his will 
From labour may our cattle = 
In undiſturb'd repoſe; (' 
But for ourſelves, with grateful breaſt, 
6 _ Tohim, the ſource whence flows 1 
All happineſs, our praiſes pay, | 
Or on bent knees d him, lowly pray.. | 
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parents who firſt gave you life, 


flaäntly in your behalf to him 7 
mon father, or at 


are everlaſtingly deriving bleſſings from 


by the waters of a flood, for 
igin in filial 
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bother crimes ſuggeſted by the devil: Once more, 
is it poſſible, we ſay, that, ſince the deluge, 
ſin had ſo increaſed among mankind, that 
God ſhould have conſidered it expedient to 
enact a law, intended to make children honour, 
_asit ſays, their parents, and abſtain from the 
commiſſion of that ſin which the commandment 
was intended to aboliſh; and in which there is 
an equal portion of ingratitude to thoſe the of- 
fenders always have in view before them, with re- 
bellion to that framer of the law, whom they 
have not, we muſt confeſs, before them, but 
whoſe right to iſſue ſuch a law is inconteſtible, 
or not to be diſputed, from the tokens of his 
greatneſs ſo diffuſively, that is to tay, ſo wide- : 
ly ſcattered round about us? | | 
Ves, dear little children, notwithſtanding the 
effects which we may naturally think a deluge | 
would have operated on the mind of ſinners, it 
is poſſible that God ſuppoſed it neceſſary to pro- 
claim a law, enjoining the performance of that 
duty which is due from children to their pa- 
rents; for, aſſuredly, there muſt be ſome a- 
mong you that remember reading in the Bible 
of that Canaan, ſon of Noah, who, together 
with his family, conſiſting altogether of eight 
_—_ were the only individuals God thought 
| | | Sao 
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>] . ee not Aae a e eee 
after, as we read, was ſo irreverent, as to mock 
his father; who, in conſequence of en, 
drank too largely of the produce of a vineyard 
he had lately planted, grew intoxicated, and lay 


proſtrate on the ground, in ſuch a ſituation as 
is natural to think was very unbecoming. Ca- 
naan ſaw him in this ſituation; and, inſtead 


of throwing over him ſome covering to conceal 


his nakedneſs, told Shem and Japheth, his 
two elder brothers, what he had obſerved; 
and, as we may ſuppoſe, with circumſtan- 
ces of deriſion; or, at leaſt, in ſuch a man- 


ner as was little ſuited to the reverence due 


from children to their parents. It was certain- 
ly a fin in Noah to be drunken; but it was not 
for his child to reprehend or blame him; much 


leſs then, expoſe his fault to others with deri- 


ſion. From this little hiſtory, which we have 


at a time whet the offender had a | didn freſh. 


in his remembrance, (for you recollect he w 


P reſerved from being drowned in it) do you 


learn, dear little hearers, to reſpect your pa- 

rents, leſt the puniſhment of Canaan ſhould 

become your: portion; but which puniſſ 
= 4 


214 
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| Fl of our abe ws not permit us to 
enlarge on now, though you are all apprized 
thereof, if you have ever read the Bible; and, 
inſtead of ridiculing their behaviour, though 
perhaps it may be blamable, do you conceal 
their guilt, and ſave them from becoming ob- 
jeQs of deriſion to their neighbours. Shem 
and Japheth, Canaan's brothers, in their piety 
did this, when they both took a garment, laid 
it on their ſhoulders, and went backward, ſo 
that they might throw it over their intoxicated 
father, and conceal his nakedneſs; which, far 
from imitating Canaan in his conduct by de- 
riding it, they would not even look at. | 
This, however, you will ſay, was. but a 
uifling fin, and only one; ſince we can find 
no other inſtance mentioned of this Canaan's 
diſobedience. Be perſuaded, little ones, how- 
ever, that no ſin can be conſidered trifling i in 
God's ſight. Such an idea will contribute very 
much to keep you all within the limits of your 
duty, while the other is the cauſe that thou- 
Tands every day are conſtantly committing fins 
but if you wiſn to have another inſtance, and ex- 
tracted from the Bible likewiſe, of this filial. 
diſobedience, greater than the former, you 
may find it in the book of Judges, in the four- 
| ES I tee nth 


_— 


wt , 


SRO * Which you may int | 


the offender's crime was followed by, 


not immediately, yet mediately at leaſt; but A 


which, no more than Canaan's puni 
| ſhall we, at preſent, ſpeak of. Samſon, whole 
fad ſtory ſome of you, no doubt, | 
. dren, are acquainted with, was once the hope 

and conſolation of his parents, and intended, 


by God's providence, to prove the friend and 


ſaviour of his countrymen, when other 
enemy would have oppreſſed them grie | 


Unhappy parents] little did you think at what 
a great expence and perib to your ſon this friend- 


ſhip and ſalvation were at laſt to be effected: 
but your Samſon diſobeyed you; he rejecte 
the advice of thoſe who would e! 
themſelves the guides of his u 
and the Almighty's 22 are not to be 
called in | queſtion. | Samſon; grew to years of 
—— af n and fond ſaſe- 


— of ws parents; and the Lord was with 


him: but, at laſt, he chanced to caſt his eye 
upon a bea 


not conſidering that the Philiſtines were f 3 
oppreſſ Irs of his country, over which they. Held 
1 Ks dominion, 


| yourſelf of the unhappy conſequences which 


ful young woman, daughter to a 
_ Philiſtine; when, captivated at the light, and 
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Jaminion,.. hs 8 his father of the a * 
view, and bade him, (for the ſtory does not tell 


us he requeſted what he wiſhed for) bade him, 
we repeat, obtain her for his wife; on which 
bis father aſked him, if among the females of 
His country there was no young woman—that 
he needs muſt go and marry with his enemies? 
This queſtion comprehended, certainly, good 
counſel or advice; but Samſon, with the raſh 
impetuous temper of a youth, that can at once 
forget the duty owing to a father, and conceive 


himſelf much wiſer than a parent, anſwers in 
a fort of paſſion ; get her for me far ſhe pleaſes me. 


As much as if he had directly told him, he 


- withſtanding every thing a father had to urge 


againſt a match ſo 1}]-proportioned, he would 


0 Ry her his heart was ſet on. { " 


- Flitherto, however, little friends, we have 
ſaid nothing more than is ſufficient to ſurpriſe 
your generous nature; and perhaps you ſay on 


| the le PER every One exprefling his own ' 


thoughts; had Canaan's father been my father, 


I T would never have expoſed, as he did, the 
old man, but ſaved him from the ridicule 
of others. And had Samſon's father been my 

father, I would gladly have attended to his 


counlsl, 


: eros becduſe chef two. were ee, or 
deficient, on this head, did they incur the pu- 
niſhment that afterward befel them. Hitherto, 
dear children, we repeat, we have laid nothing 
more than is ſufficient to furpriſe your generous 
nature, but are now to ſhock it by pee de 


behaviour of a ſon, in no reſpect 


than if any one of you ſhould turn ne. | 
a mother, out of doors, without even n ; 
clothes, and bid them how! out their complaining 
to the winds; or ſend a perſon after to EY 
or murder them. This ſon was Abſalom, 
whoſe ſtory you may find related in the 1 3th 
of the ſecond book of Samuel, and four follow- 
ing chapters. Abſalom was' cheriſhed by his 
father David; and the love with which he 
viewed him was ſo great, that even after this 
| ennatural ſon had treacherouſly n his bro- 
ther Amnon, he forgave him. But this love 
afforded him much ſurer means of proving far 
more treacherous ;- for being pardoned, and 
tre- called to dwell in fafety with his father, at 
Jeruſalem, he there compleated the abominable 
| 1 of his heart; and, by contriving to 
K - ſeduce 


enn e life, 
to wander SO PRO Sr OO only 
ble for his life; auen a ale Bend of Ab- 
falom, obſerying David in his hapleſs fl itua 
curſed, and otherwiſe inſulted him; aero 
the faithful Abiſhai would have ſmitten off his 
head, nay aſked the king's permiſſion for that pow 

_ poſe, David, utterly inſenſible of every outrage, 
when he thought of that much greater outrage 
- perpetrated by a ſon, made anſwer, A hat have I to 
As with thee, thou ſon Zeruiah Let him curſe ; 
for doth not my own ſon, even he that iſſued from 

theſe bowels, ſeek my life? Ah, little auditors! could 
any father merit ſuch unnatural treatment from 
his ſon? but more particularly one ſo good; 
you will ſay to all, when you have heard wi 


we are going now to tell you. It appears, | 


that David being hunted by the Philiſtines, was 
ſore oppreſſed for want of wherewithal to-quench 


his thirſt, and faid, with ſomething of an ex- | 


clamation: Oh that any one would get me drink! 
On which three officers, on peril of their lives, 
procured him water. But when told at what 
a riſque they had befriended him, he would not 
* it; . Ged WY J ſhould refreſh my- 


of a a minute: Samſonnss 
g E 
that of Samſon and the other: for of that we are 


to ſpeak, and with it end our ſermon; 
with the puniſhment of diſobedient children. 
Once more then, we ſay, dear children, liſten and 
* of . ur 
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ty: was before remarked by all that ſaw the 


youth, was changed at length into an engine to | 
deſtroy him; for while thus ſuſpended between 
heaven and earth, an officer r belonging to his 
father, three times ſtabbed him to the heart, and 
he expired. This was the puniſhment of Ab- 
ſalom's unfilial conduct. Samſon, by deſpiſing 
the advice of his, allied himſelf in marriage to 

2 woman who was taken from him; after 
which, that is to ſay when he cohabited with 
an abandoned female, ſhe reduced him to ſo 
fad a ſituation, by 1 hind to his relent- 


| leſs enemies, that having had his eyes put out, 


and being forced to labour like a beaſt of bur- 
then, life became a trouble to him ; ſo that be- 


ing brought before the Philiſtine great men or 


nobles, to afford them ſport and paſtime, he 


| conceived the notion of a deſperate revenge upon 
- them, which his ſtrength of body, you will-ſee, 
enabled him to compaſs: for while propt 


againſt two, pillars, over which the roof, where 
they were met, was turned (moſt likely) arch- 
wiſe, -he graſped hard, and with his utmoft 


ſtrength aſſaying to pull down the fabric, uttered 
ſomething like a prayer, as follows: let me die 
with the Philiſtines ; when behold! the roof in 


every 


— 


br ae its ruins. 8 gn was the pu- 1 
niſhment of Samſon's diſobedience to his father; 


and by ſuch means was the prophecy, which 
the Almighty's fpirit had declared before his 
birth, as well as by the former miſchief he had 
done the Philiſtines, to be fulfilled; while Cana 
an, for the ridicule and ſcorn to which he we 


* hve e eee 


upon himſelf the old man's malediQtion. Cunſed. 
were his words, be Canaan: he ſhall be the ſervant 
of his brethren. This, in fine, was , 
puniſhment for diſobedience to his father. 
Now let none of you, dear children think 
| that” even the leaſt of theſe three puniſhments 
the puniſhment of Canaan, is a trifle; 2 


conſider, that a parent's curſe, a curſe pronounc- 


ed upon you by thoſe lips that nature would in- 


_ diſtrefling conſequences. But the ſubject of 
this curſe, we not to enlarge on. In the 
earlier ages it might ſeem a father was inveſted 
with ſome ſort of privilege to curſe, and God 
was uſed to hear his- curſes: but theſe preſent 
times afford no inſtance of that nature. We 
mou bea loſe our labour, ſhould we warn 

you 


— 


— 0 
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ſaid that his unhappy fate was brought 


to EYE Parents 5 


N diſobedienc 


after, all unjuſt, and liable to err themſelves: 
nor will we ſeek to terrify you, by the puniſh- 
ment of Abſalom, into the duty of reſpecting 


thoſe who gave you birth; becauſe it may be 


through accident; but by the miſerable fate of 


Samſon, we adjure you to be duteous children; 
Tv remember what God ſays, as in the fifth | 


Honour thoſe - that are 


OY your caries; that your days may long con- 


e tinue in the land; and to conceive you 
hear the words of Samſon tingling in your ear, 
vrhenever you are tempted to be difobedient ; 3 
namely, «let me die with the Philiſtines.” 

For what does that expreſſion, let me die with 


the Philiftines, mean? It means: 4% Ah me! 1 


« ſcorned the counſel of a father, who affection- 


4 ately loved me; and ruſhed haſtily into a mar- 

« riage that has been my ruin. I have forfeited 
* my reputation. I have loſt my God, who had 
a beforehand promiſed me a length of days, if I 


% would honour or revere my parents. In a 
« ſtate ſo wretched, what have I to hope for? 


1 Nothing. Life itſelf is grown a miſery to me. 
40 Let me end it then at once." Dear children, 


— 


& 


- 


grace which -1 | inſpire — with a proper 
ſpirit of Ds: to their parents; and in- 


ſtruct them that no ſacrifice upon their part can 
be too great for all the ar: cat 
coſts them, / Are 
thou thyſelf haſt ef 
rents the great work e 


when by thy will the time is come for the de- 


parture of their parents, may they pour out 
their laſt breath in the embraces of their chil- 


dren. 
bedience ; and if any one here preſent, after all, 


- Guard them from the ſin of filial diſo= 


unhappily ſhould yield to bad examples or temp- 
tations of the evil ſpirit, be ſtill merciful, oh 


well againſt the light of nature, as thy grace. 


Let them diſcern the enormous nature of their 
Go and (till more merciful, preſerve them from 
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father, to them, notwithſtanding they. offend as 
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deſpair in their convictio 
X repentance of that prodigal thy bleſſed fon has 


, To that imitating the 


left on record for our learning, let them go in 


deep contrition to their parents, and confeſſing 


their unnatural conduct, ſay: they are no lon- 


ger worthy to be called their children, but in- 


treat reception as hired ſervants. Then no 


doubt, all their deli ghted parents, glad of ſuch 


return, receive them as the prodigal's did him : 


bring hither the beſt robe, a ring, and ſhoes, 
ſhall be their ery. Kill inſtantly the fatted calf, 
and let us banquet or rejoice. _ Vouchſafe oh 
God it may be fo, with every one ſo miſerable. 
as to imitate the prodigal in his behaviour to 


fond parents, but ſo happy, in the ſequel, as to 
ſee the crime of his behaviour, and return. 
This we requeſt, through Jeſus Chriſt, &c. - 
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THE HYMN. - 


GREAT pleaſure, oh Lord, 1 


Have they who fulfil : 
Thy ſacred commands 

And follow TOP will : | 
: And 


And if fitting honour.” © 
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SERMON xXXXn. 


ox THE EIGHTH co px r. 


EXODUS XX. | v. 1 lf 


8 | Thau Pl net TY 


ONESTY, aw . is WY beſt, 


that is moſt gainful, policy. So ſays 
the proverb; juſt as if the framer of it had in- 


formed us, that whoever would be cunning, 


and draw profit from his cunning, ſhould reject 


all knaviſh diſpoſitions, and be upright; ſo that 


the commandment we are now t eee . on, is 


addreſſed much rather to mankiud as they have 
dealings with each other in a ſtate of nature, than 


to beings who are meant for heaven, when, by 


obeying the commandments of their maker, 
they have made themſelves, in ſome ſort, wor- 


thy of it. With that maker, therefore, let us 


| fay to every one of you here preſent, dear diſ- 


ciples, what the eighth commandment ſays ; 
videlicet: Thou ſhalt not ſteal. While other 


een having no one to inculcate i in their 
boſaom 


— 


„ 
. >." 0 
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3 been — v in al; while hls e chi. 
dren, we repeat, purloin or pilfer from their 
_ fellows, thinking what they get will make them 
happier i in themſelves, do you, upon the other 
hand, good children, that have parents anxious 
to endow you with a virtuous education, be as . 
anxious, on your part, to ſecond or aſſiſt their . 
views, which are directed to your benefit; and 1 
conſcientiouſly reſpect the property of ever 
one about you, knowing, that by ſuch reſpect, „ 
you will be happier in yourſelves, than all the 1 
little matters of another, ſhould they cr . 
into your hands improperly, could make bb. 
How, indeed, can the affair be otherwiſe ? 2 
for look, dear children, round you, and take 
notice what a multitude of comforts, or good 
things, have been provided for the uſe of man, 
by the immediate bounty of that God who hass 
5 impoſed, or laid upon us, among other prohi- l 9 1 
bitions, the commandment of not ſtealing. 
See yourſelves furraunded with a hoſt of ob 1 
| jects that delight the eye and other ſenſe 5 _ 
Now all theſe, as we have Juſt now mentione 4, 1 


came from God. It would be, then, abſug 
to fancy that the power, who has performed ſo © | 
EE moch 3 


- 2 i 


” haviour can have that effect. 
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much for. your advantage, f d reſtrain you 
by a law. which, if yo orgs it, would not 
make you happy. Would your parents treat 


you in ſo unaccountable a manner ? They pro- 


vide you all the good things 1 in their power, 


and every rule they give for your behaviour, is 


intended for your happineſs. It would not be 
conſiſtent in them to be ſo affectionate on one 


hand, and fo harſh upon the other. From their 


love then, and its conſequences, may be drawn 


1 ſketch, though but a ſketch, and that exceed- 


ingly imperfect likewiſe, of the love evinced 
by the Almighty.—Jc eſus Chriſt has authoriſed 
us to aſſert thus much: for if, ſays the Redeem- 
er, you that are, as he expreſſed: it, wicked, 
giue good gifts to all your children'; how much 
more ſhall not your heavenly Father give good gifts 
to ſuch as aſk him? Now, to give good gifts, 
and ifſue a commandment that would render us 


4 unhappy, is an inconſiſtency. The eighth 


commandment conſequently is a law' contri- 
buting to make men happy. Keep it therefore 


in your tender time of life, dear children: it 


wil make you happy; ; and not that alone, 
but it will make you rich, if any ſyſtem of be- 


5 F O 


2 make them comfortable in their ſituation. 


In this part of our diſcourſe, let us addreſs all | 


thoſe among you that, in future, have to. make 
fortune by ſuch talents as your education in the 
world is to procure; and afterwards point out 
the advantages reſu lting from an obſervation of 


the eighth commandment, ſo ſuperior as they 
are to all the benefits reſulting from a viola- 


tion of it; for conſider what the pſalmiſt ſays: 


the pſalmiſt was a king, and had it in his 
ke the fortunes of as 


power, no doubt, to ma 
many as he undertook to patronize; ; but thoſe 


alone, as he inforins us, . ſhould obtain admiſ- 
ſion to his preſence, and the Privilege of wait 


5 ing on him, who were upright in their deal 


ings. His expreſſion is, My eyes ſhall be 


% upon the e in the land, that they may 
« dwell with me.” And why upon. the faith- 
ful? But becauſe tere cannot be a greaten 


treaſure to the maſter of a family, than the 


poſſeſſion of an honeſt ſervant. Now, dear 
children, in the world of buſineſs. we are all, 


in ſome ſort, ſervants to each other; and this 


honeſty induces maſters to retain their ſervants; 


io. that, in eh nen, they have every op- 
| n 


For God Gadd that 8 1 it may _ = 
ſometimes proſper, ſhould enrich mankind, or 1 
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* This, cough very brief, a6 gra 


monly attended with: but why © tive 


them? You have frequently heard "mention of 
ſuch things as jails, or priſons: well then, 
know, that notwithſtanding every county in 


the kingdom (and in England there are two 


and fifty counties) has a priſon in it, to which 


adkinber muſt be added many others, they are : 
generally full of miſerable, and too frequently . 
abandoned, people, who, beforehand, having 


loved a life of indolence and theft, are waiting, 
while we ſpeak at preſent, the award of law 


on their diſhoneſty. Of/theſe abandoned peo-—- 


ple; the leaſt guilty will receive the ſcourge of 


ſome unfeeling executioner upon their fleſh, 
amid a multitude of ſcoffers, and perhaps atone 
ſor their offences by additional impriſonment, 
or loſs of freedom. Others, torn from their 
relations, to conſume the remnant of their lives 


in baniſhment, will be tranſported to a coun- 
try, whence, unleſs by ſomething like a mira- 


ele in their behalf, not one among them will 
return to thoſe relations; while the reſt, as be- 
ing moſt of all abandoned, (horrible to think of, 

and 
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actions. Palfibly-pay may cbs, chad 1 heſe 1 
ſolemn warnings do your character no honou r. 
ſince w it probable you may be brought | 
of thoſe actions. No, dear 
or. II. EEE, 0a © N 
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on one hid; granting you had ſhown your- . 
ſelves ſo guilty, we would then endeavour toalle- 
viate, or excuſe, the enormity of what had 
5 been committed, for the ſake of thoſe we are 
i fondof; fo too, for an equal reaſon, on the 
- ton by theſe ſalutary warnings, we ſuppoſe 
more poſlible than preſent circumſtances may 
allow us to conceive will happen. Take, then, 
in good part, the advice we give you; it is 
wholly for your benefit, not ours; and be upon 
your guard againſt the leaſt temptations to the | 
— leaſt diſhoneſty that poſſibly can be committed. 
= Think it not enough that you avoid occaſions 
of purloining from another what may injure him 
conſiderably, but be this your firſt idea, name- 
ly, that the crime is in God's law forbidden. 
Say not, © if I put my hand upon this thing, 
« or that, belonging to my friend, 'or other 
* perſon, it will injure him but little, while 
« the benefit to me will be immenſe.” When 
once, you enter upon arguments, you -are no 
more a child, but forfeit the ſimplicity annexed 
to ſuch a ſtate, and which is better far than all 
the cunning you can manifeſt ; for children do 
not ſhow their lovelineſs by arguing with their 
* ä 1 much leſs then with 
14 God, 


\ Theſe. inj ae in 0 frigeſ lente, in 
is an eaſy thing for You, dear. chi i 
ſerve. Your ſtate in lite, or 5 that of | 
your indulgent parents, who can purchaſe yot 
ſo many comforts and conveniencies, exempts 
you from temptations: to diſhoneſty; by which 
it comes to pals, that you are under no neceſ- 
ſity of ſecking to ſupply your wants; but you, 
* while we ſpeak, we think we ſee before 
8, children of diſtreſs and poverty; what ſhall - 
— ſay to you? This doctrine of foregoing 
every ſpecies of temptation to the act of fraud, 
and more. particularly when the loſs is trifling 
to another, and the benefit accruing from it 
great to you, is hard; and which of you, as 
the diſciple ſays to Jeſus Chriſt, can bear it? 
What, mn Wilder ſhoes ner Racks, 
— any thing but. rags an tatters, wine 
the chilling winter, rain, hail, froſt or ſnow! 
aſſails your ſhivering bodies, ſhall God write 
it down in his eternal book a ſin, if, to de- 
fend your trembling nakedneſs from the unpity- 
weather, you make free with ſomething that is 
n the ſtores of ſuch as have ſo many 
ono gal La coats, 
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"a "ihe what oo ho not wear — cannot 
feel the want of? When you'ſuffer the extreme 
of hunger, and would think yourſelves partak- 
ing of a feaſt, if happier children would beſtow 
upon your famiſhed need thoſe crumbs they 
fling away, ſhall it be thought a ſin in you, 
if from an overflowing table you purloin a cruſt 
which otherwiſe the dogs beneath their board 
would have? Yes, poor forſaken little ones, 
who ſuffer for the indolence, at leaſt, if not 
the vice of thoſe that gave you being, though 
we pity your condition, we muſt anſwer; that 
to get yourſelves relief againſt the law of God, 
would be a fin. What further can wy 
We wiſh, alas! we could, with honeſty, do 
more than recommend you to God's providence:, 
—the power who ſatisfies the raven when it 
calls upon him, and who feeds not only the 
large oftrich, but repleniſhes the air with atoms 
to ſubſiſt or nouriſh the leaſt fly that wings its paſ- 
ſage through it, will not, in the end; abandon 
you. Truſt, then, in God; and ſince, as you will 
come to know hereafter, life does not ſo much 
conſiſt in having food to eat, or raiment to put 
on, as in obeying the Almighty, frame your 
little * as the 1 tells you, with all 
diligence, 


warldly 1 9155 not «err with re 
W valking in the way of his cor nmandments.. 
Ip „Having briefly thus addreſſed ah mating of 
the riſing generation whoſe condition is ſo truly 
to be pitied, miſerable as they are, and born 
without the gifts of fortune, yet enjoined by hu- 


man laws: not only to reſpect thoſe gifts in 
others, but commanded likewiſe by religion not 


to covet the poſſeſſion of them, though they 


make ſo many happy cyho . have all. things, 
while themſclves, upon che other hand, want all 


"thinks. we return. to you, more favoured. of 


| God's provide in from the words juſt raen- 
tioned, | off nt coveting,.. IFAV | 
which when we. have briefly he 


finiſh our diſcourſe.” We fay. then, that not 


only has God ſaid; you ſhall 08 ſteal; n 
added afterward, you /ba 
wife, ſervant, ox, or bis 
covet any thing belonging to Jour eren This 
we need not tell you is the tenth command- 


ment; and by chis, God bids you put away 


entirely every ſpecies of temptation to infringe 


or violate the eighth, by warning you againſt 
the brane of, wiſhing to poſſeſs your neighbour's 


{13 L 3 | Pro- 


fuck wei 0 | 
it, On the ſin of ſtealing, we have faid 
— but if, dear children, from a want of 


grace, which muſt inceſſantly watch over you, 


or an will of neceſſity infect your little hearts, 


you have unwarily proceeded to the act of 
Picking, as your catechiſm ſays, and ffealing: 


what, except evincing our affliction for the fin 
you have committed, ſhall we ſay? What the 


.. apoſtle Pau), in that epiſtle which he wrote to 


the Epheſians, faid : Jet him that ftole, tale care 


and fleal no more. So that you ſee, there is a 


remedy for what in this reſpe& you may have 
done amifs. Although the fm of ſtealing be a 


grevious one indeed, we mean not to upbraid you, 


but employ an admonition no leſs kind to you, 


whoſe tender age pleads greatly in excuſe of 


any fin you may unhappily commit, and whoſe 
endearing countenances no one ſure can look at 


and not find himſeH diſarmed, when otherwife he x 
would have treated you with a degree of anger 
{fuch we mean as ſhould produce your benefit.) 


Let us, we ſay then, uſe an admonition no leſs 
kind to you, than what St. Paul employed to 
thoſe who were of years ſufficient to diſcern the 
enormity of that particular offence we have been 
ſpeaking of, and who, perhaps, were hardened 


an 


a 


on THE. EL urn COA 


. * 


* in . He that has uin I b | calms 
mores and likewiſe, be perſuaded that in every po- 
riod of his life, this precept may redound to his ad- 
eee if he does as it directs him; ſince a true 


repentance never can be ſet about too late, Oh 


God of juſtice, and of mercy, who haſt willed | 
that in the laſt particular, we ſhould end 
to reſemble thee, by promiſing that the compaſ: 
ſion we extend to others, ſhall become the rule 
of that thou wilt ſhow us, vouchſafe that in the 
firſt too, we may think it not impoſſible, if but 
aſſiſted by thy grace and favour, to accompliſh 
what thou wilt conſider pleaſing i in thy ſight. 
This little family aſſembled in thy preſence, let 
their teacher recommend to thy protection: 
write thy laws upon their tender hearts, and 
grant that, as in others, ſo in this they may 
obey thee ; but particularly ſave their childhood 
and their youth from the pernicious. influence of 
thoſe bad examples that ſurround them; frot 
the bad examples of the crouded city; and, i in 
ſhort, of every quarter in the land, wherein fo 
many every year are facrificed to juſtice, -. Save 
them from the crime and from the miſerable 
fortune of theſe men ; but of their crime, while 
they expreſs a due oe, by the. actions 
of their life, their perſons let them pity; and re- 
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1 with the ſpirit of religion, fay i in their 
tevotion, when they kneel before thee every 
den and morning, which we truſt, by the di- 
1 rectionof their tutors, they will do, preſerve thou 
= 55S oh God, that are appointed, as thy prophet 
. | fays, to die * Hear Us, we pray thee, 1 in behalf | 
pk all that have departed from the way of thy 
EE + nenen, and vouchſaſe to bring them 
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0 people, deſtitute of cloats 
And left without a meal. 
he May plead forne right to an excuſe, | 
Nt "When pine by want, they" end. 


„ "And ye even theſe for theft; the law 
To due diſgrace will bring: | | 
And oft the frowning judge pronounce 
. ante doom en their fin, 
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 BPKESIANS vi. v. 4 ' 


Fathers, phovole not your bühren fo wrath; * 
ring them up in the nurture and admonition of 


Heu ins a We heart d 1 
ſhip, when perhaps not leſs ingenidus 
than induſtrious in its ſearch, it can aſſign ex- 
euſes for the faults of thoſe i it loves! Thus, at 
3 Preſent writing, is it, little friends, with 
In your deportment often do we notice, 

not 0 that wrath which ſprings from ma- 
lice in the heart, and leads it on to ſchemes of 
vengeance; but that wrath which has its origin in 
human weakneſs, and accuſtoms you to certain 
little vehemencies, that in no degree become 
the gentleneſs of nature in the innocent and 
ſimple ſtate of childhood. Such a wrath, we 
ſay, we often ſee in your demeanour, and la- 
ment, that on the whiteneſs of the ſnow, there 
_—_ be 7 thing . to the nature 
L + 5 a 7 of 


inſomuch, 


5 


1 


N aue ant ee which fin. 


un 


evil, may become the ſport of every furious 


tte veſſel of your peace be loſt, or even daſhed 
about, decauſe you are in want of one to ſteer 


the ſtreights of childhood; 


ſo Ws when you come into the open ſea of 


777 0 


a 


* 
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hy on -” of Foo things on bend, to gain the Wiled- dor 


port: but if, for want of ſuch a pilot in your 
Aae ſeaſon, or for want of having profited 
by his directing hand, you ſhould be afterward 
the ſport of ſtorms, and if that anger you have 
-cheriſhed in your ſhould go near to fink 
your veſſel, may God {till be gracious to you! 
May the danger you are in alarm you! May 
vou cry, Lord fave us, or we ſink! And may 
| 1 and e e 
N Wa 0 return in fy, that having 
noticed many of the little vehemencies you giv 
— 6; we lamented their exiſtence, a 
rule. itſelf, at ſuch Aa-PTroIpect, 8 
our ee. that Nature, the very cradle, 

mould be thus eee But, dear little 
children, let us not find fault with Nature 
God and Nature, very often, are the ſame; 

and they who ſeek. to throw on Nature all the 
in another manner, to make God the cauſe of 
thoſe offences. Let us, therefore, not find 
fault, we ſay, with Nature, but with Nature s 
nurſes, if that word ray be allowed us. And 
this 1 . 0 to repeat the tent, | 
15 . : which 


deny them 
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SERMON XXXIII. . 
violence.” Is any one diſpoſed to a e him, 
hen they ſet a running?—thi y will hardly fail 
to kick him. Do they fall and hurt their face 
againſt the ground? —a nurſe ſhall be at hand to 
_ aſk them for a blow, that ſhe may beat it for 
preſuming thus to hurt her little deary. Theſe, 
it will perhaps be ſaid, are puerilities that none 
but infants will deſcend to. Is it then a leſs 
degree of puerility, when older, if a pen does 
not produce ſuch ſtrokes as they would have it, 
they are ruffled on a ſudden, and wound up 
into a paſſion, ſplit it up that moment on the 
table, or evince their anger in another manner? 
Ts that violent reſentment leſs to be cond 
for childifhneſs, which, when an artiſt is at 
work; for inſtance, with his bruſh, and if it 
does not give the colouring he deſigned it ſhould, 
he will exert, by throwing it with indignation 
from him, and, perhaps, n "_— | 
_ 75 
Now, what ſay thoſe enden with my x 
 man+body's ſtructure, and the operation of the 
parts within us? That by dint of launching 
out thus often into fits of paſſion, what is called 
te bile, grows more and more abundant, and 
which great increaſe of bile contributes, every 
day, to make ſuch fits ſtill more and more ha- 


rents, is it your- 
future time of life, you would not be ob- 
noxious to che tyranny of anger? Your incum- 
bent duty is is no more than this: to check f it in 
its birth; and chen, if, at a future p 
hond eren inſult: you,—upon fuchaſuppoſition, 
far from giv ing way to every gult of rage, you 
will de ble e {rom havoc in ' patience, 


| ; :Fivtireh, He mas ny an ir fulti 
anivſult; and . no means Rode ern 
nity of Wks either _ or | ihr | "his 


. 


-e i 8 : DDE 2 9 5 She 
ee vn dome, we ef, dear little ones, to 


tive will be . a eee Fer, fo 

of your life coniſiſtent; which was not the . 
wich Cato; he was. patient at the in! 2 
'patadoxical, and we Adee s ben © TY 


_ "which he. was as ſo noted, that oa: Pto ole 


"IS 


ö him, he would not go forth to meet the mo- 
nmarch; no, nor barely quit his fitting poſtur 
to receive him when he entered his ap: 
And. why: this diſparity of conduct? Why, 
dear little hearers, but becauſe be never had 
| received that nurture, and that admonition of 
the Lord, which in the text is recomme 
II a word, the was a heathen, een 
Jeſus « Chriſt, from whom muſt come the fource 
of all our virtues ; 3 fo that having ſaid it 1 is your 
duty to ſuppreſs or check all anger in its birth, 
we add, it is a further duty to conduct your- 
ſelf, as Paul adviſes the Philippians, with all 
lawlineſs and meekneſs, with. long Lali. far- 
bearing one another in love. Rn 
Noy let us aſk you, little friends on hearers, 
if this lowlineſs and meekneſs, this long. ſuffer- 
ing and forbearance of each other, as the pre- 
cept ſays, in love, are not preciſely four, ſuch 
; virtues as ſeem ſuited to the, faculties of , 
dren. Beings of e ee | 
likely to. accompliſh hab, f 
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: 


king of Egypt, came to Cyprus on a, viſit t to 5 


1 
ef, 


85 have. fa. long; doen ather 
and who, perhaps, are pro K 
eaſily deſcend to lowlineſs and Palin an N 


it probable that ſuch as are impatient of the 


leaſt reſtraint ſhould change their very conſtitu- 


tion, as it were, or grow long ſuffering; and | 


without a certainty of being diſappointed, ſhall 


we ſtipulate that thoſe who, from a notion of 
their own ſuperior worthineſs, have been ac- | 


cuſtomed to make no allowance for the im- 


perfections which adhere to nature, ſhall be 


for ſuch imperfections, or forbear each other, 


as the text expreſſes it, in love? No: the. 


_ tranſition is not, natural; and children only, 
that is only they, who are by nature lowly, 
meek, long ſuffering, and forbearing, and are 
therefore in the way of four ſuch virtues, can 
vith eaſe continue to purſue it. Grace, indeed, 
may operate a total change in any human being's 
nature; and convert the moſt iniquitou 
ened into ſaints; but we are only to expect fi 
things will come to paſs. as generally happen in 
the world. C 
their — and childhood, we can teach the 
laſt with e probability of having our in- 
| ſtructions 


S Or Bath | 


Conſidering, therefore, men in 
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firuQions faithfully complies: with, than the 
firſt; ſince to the firſt we muſt addreſs ourſelves, 
in ſome degree, as follows: «: You have left 
« the path of virtue, and muſt ſtrike again 
« into it,” which is very difficult: but to the 
laſt, « you are by nature in the path of virtue, 
« and have nothing elſe to do than keep it,” 
which is very eaſy. Hence then, what con- 
cluſion ſhall we draw ?—the following: that 
God's word is in particular the friend of chil- 
dren, and appears to have boy * written 
for their benefit. 

We ſay then, little ones, 8 kilo 
you are little, all thoſe ſtarts of anger you may 
find on ſeveral occaſions rifing in you; and if 
now your parents were but by to us, we 
would ſay, with the apoſtle, 4 See that you 
% provoke not, as you do ſometimes, your 
little ones to wrath.” We grant, that if 
you violate the precept, it originates entirely 
from your love that can deny your children no 
one thing they aſk for: but this love is a miſ- 
taken love; and therefore a diſeaſe of which 
you ſhould be cured. Now God, as we may 
notice, has, for every ailment we are ſubje& 
to, let it, be bodily or mental, graciouſly ſup- 
plied us with a _ and he takes care to 

. - Placs 


o Aen. 
cloſe: n ailment, a 


hasin \ his; for . miſtaken. love > may « eule 


education of your 
and the goſpel near at hand to redify your lov, 
and tell you how much more that love will 


be evinced in favour of your little ones, if you 


take care to educate them in the nurture, as 


our text goes on, and admonition of the Lord. 
Tun, as we ſaid before, is an idea we ſuggeſt 
Zarents. We addreſs ourſelf in the re- 


| ben of this exhortation, little friends, to 
you; and ſhall ſupply you with two ſketches 


which will ſhow, on the compariſon of one 


againft the other, how more difficult it is for 
thoſe that have att ned the age of 'reaſon and 
reflection, to ſuppreſs the vice we ſpeak of, 


than for thoſe to do ſo, who are either children, 


| or have all the innocence of children. | 
Recollect, then, firſt of all, (for you h 


'read, no doubt, che Ads of the Apolties) whit 
-was the behaviour of St. Dann; 


Ananias and che council at Je em 
Ananias; we muſt let you know, was then 
high prieſt, and, conſequently, one of very 


great authority among the Jews. "Before this 
t to anſwer on an 


"RE TIRE was bre 


accuſa- 


up the 
£ r „, eee 


accuſation of his countymen, for-ſti 


manded thoſe. then ſtand nn to 
ſmite him on the mouth: on Which the apoſtle, 
full of indignation, (tor his words; imply no 
leſs), made anſwer, calling „Aue 2 a 
.whited wall, which nne, as a reproac 

very eaſily be underſtood; and ſaying. Go 
1 hereafter ſhould ary him for fining low 
«to judge a man by law, and bidding him be 
i ſmit againſt all law. Though Ananias had 


put off the judge by 


ſuch the law 5 every one Pl 4 


bore a judge, this conduct of che priſoner, cer- 


| tainly, was very | blameable ; and he confeſſed as 


much i in his reply to thoſe who aſked, . if he 


4 reviledi in ſuch a manner God's high prieſt 0 


when he aſſured them that it did not ſtrike him 


| at the moment he had ſpoke thoſe wants: that 


- Ananias was in that high place; for “ I ac- 
% knowledge, faid. the apoſtle, ? we are or- 


e dered not to curſe our ruler; or, as Paul 


* 


expreſſed it, not ſpeak: evil of him. Now we 
ſay that Paul, in his firſt anſwer, yi rieldec to the 
eee of his vrath, and erred int his 


Kg 4-4 &* ww 0 


what leſſon have wein his conduct on this 2 8 - 
le of wrath? Am:officer did ſmite him, in I 
„for certain words which he was 1 caſed 


Aa award ſubaltern, or one whom, very Po! : 
: we ſhould n 
: 4 d en Chriſt pre 5 0 
the officer 4 hint wall? or = 
off the audacious hand that had preſumed —w Þ 


him * Fa „ far 
ö Hear it attemively, 8 
aſſt yourſelves, if 
ſhown 


238 SERMON XXIII. 
ſpoke evil, witneſs it againſt. met but if well 


why haſt thou ſmitten me? And did the Son of 
God ſay this? He whom his father would 


have aided with a hoſt of angels, had he prayed 


for ſuch aſſiſtance? But in. Jeſus breaſt was 
that ſimplicity and innocenc with which there 
can be nothing upon earth in any manner wor- 
thy of compariſon, but the ** and in- 
nocence of children. bd 

; Theſe are thoſe ts 
give you. May the laſt, dear little ones, par- 
ticularly dwell within your minds; and, taught 
by ſo divine a model, may you never think it 
glorious to determine on revenge, when you 


are injured or inſulted: rather, may God's 


grace inſtrut you how much more heroical, 


as well as how much more contributory to your 
peace, it mult be, upon all occaſions, to ſup- 


preſs that anger, which can never be indulged 
in, without fin. And may you finally refle, 


that David, ſparing Saul, was greater in God's 
eye than David trampling on Goliath; ſince, 
in one caſe, he might be conceived as giving 


ing, by mere ſtrength, a man; but, in the 


other, as poſſeſſing. his whole: ſoul in peace, 


and * by the aſſiſtance of God's 
_ — 


— 


55 


| grace, hinſof; fo to, dear lovely lids „.,. 


may you, in every um 01 „ V 
eee e. to an 


impatient, peeviſh diſpoſition, and be conquer 


by their wrath— may you, we ſay, inſtructed 5 


by Chriſt Jeſus's example, ſtruggle to o 


that much more glorious conqueſt of bs. 


So be it, in the name of God, to whom, &c. 
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HOW unbecoming is the fight, ' 
When children, who ſhould ſhrink with fright 
If angry menaces they hear, | 

Angry, themſelves, too oft* appear! 


Whene'er this anger clouds the face, 

Of its wont charms no ſign we trace: 

| Vaniſh its colours, and in lieu 
Reigns a deep fire, or death-like hue, 


Our limbs too, which God's hand has made, 
In comely act to be diſplay d, 

If furious wrath the breaſt dilate, 

Convulſive motions agitate. | 


> — 
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oſſeſs our hearts, that ne er ſho | 


he rage of any inbred foe, | 


3 ; 3 5 
nich bids all jarring diſcord ceaſe, 
May we be friendly to nd, | 
And ſerve him with a quiet mind. 
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when brought to 


„ count,” remarks, the hiſt 
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to ſay, a diſpoſition 
lared by God himſelf, 
ioned our firſt father, found it, as he ſays, — 3 
that he ſhould be alone; on Which, 

the exertion of his power, that c 
ming, he caſt him into what is called a 
and taking out a rib from his left ſide, as ſor 


imagine, made a human creature of i it, w 
am, he call 
ſaying * ſhe is bone. e from my 
« and fleſh created of my fleſh 


; on whic 
orian, namely Moſt, 


N 


Fn: _- 0 un. 3535 


« ſolely to his viſe, and they ſhall be one 
« fleſh.” 

Do you. conſider Green Urte compa- 
ny! chere is not one here preſent, underſtanding 
what 1 is faid in common hs but ; mp receive 


WW 4,0 £4 


Ren) it recommends itſelf with more pro- 
priety to ſuch as. are of ſome years ſtanding in 
the world, or nearly of an age, when by the 
courſe of nature they begin to have reflection, 
and can reaſon upon what they ſee ; ; or know 
what conſequences will enſue from cauſes. 
Give attention, therefore, ſuch among you as 
come under this deſcription, , and enabled as you 
are to argue upon conſequences, ſhow your 
| Judgment in a point of ſo much moment to 
your future peace, as the connection you may 
make at preſent with an individual, who, ſuppo- 
ſing providence ſhall ſpare you to old age, you 
wiſh may be the partner of your life, in every 
ſtage thereof, in health, and licknefs, fl the 
time when that old age arrives, 
Conſider, in the firſt place then, that God, 
as ſays a certain author, did, in that production 
of the woman we have mentioned, put himſelf 
to the expence, if we may ſo expreſs it, of a 
miracle or wonder rather than have Adam left 
e alone. 
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with which they are a da. 
manners, is a ſnare that often proves their ruin; 


” 555 7 


for ſuppoſe a little beauty were addreſſed by 


one who, as the phraſe is, may deſire to court 
her, in theſe terms: my dear, dear angel! you 
« were born to make me e happy! Heaven is in 
«« your arms! your beauty is a preſent which 
the Gods muſt envy mortals, and my happi- 
1 neſs is greater far than theirs! your ſmile 


alone may make me bleſſed ! your frown 


„% would drive me to deſpair !” On 


we ſay, ſuch language that of courtſhip, as 
is; and then ſuppoſe the perſon ſo adreſs 
conſents to make her flatterer | 


fays ſhe will, by marrying him, What wy is 
ſuch a perſon likely to become ? Will ſhe who 
has been praiſed in this egregious manner, 


X prove the better for ſuch adulation ? | And ſtill 


more; if ſhe have children; (for to thoſe dear 
does of their happineſs, all | af 


pie marrying univerſally look forward 3) is it 
likely that a mother, who has been thus flattered, 


will direct her care in ſuch a manner as ſhe 


| ſhould do, nay in any manner, to the virtuous 


education of thoſe children? Is it probable 
that ſhe will teach them tolift up their little hands 


to * and 2 on their creator 
fete, 


would make them docile to his inſpirations ??: i 
She has heard, and heard it too from one wo m 


can make beholders bleſſed; and that her 
frown will drive the nce more, =. 1 
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, dear On is it likely . a bride, 
thus flattered, ſhould become a valuable wife? 
The anſwe on t we conſider it un 


neceflary to detail you; Arte 
-(Artemiſia let me call 500 Fab the 
ſorrows you have -undergone, within the pale 
'of your own family, are — enough; nor 
need you be expoſed by name to public obſer- 
vation) — Flattered, in the time of youth, by 
him you married to, you were not anxious to 
beſtow upon that lovely family you brought 
into the world, a virtuous education; being half 
perſuaded you ſhould be the goddeſs of their 
worſhip or idolatry,” as previouſly to that un- 
happy marriage you contracted with your huſ- 

band, he had ſaid would be the caſe. This 
flattery he dealt in to obtain poſſeſſion of your 


fortune; an obſequious lover then, but now, 


employed, as he appears, in diſſipating what 


vou gave him, a tyramic huſband. What, 


then, is the conſequence of this preceding adu- 
lation? Shall we tell our little hearers? 
Your large family, of which the eldeſt is at pre- 
ſent grown to manhood, never having had reli- 
gious precepts or examples ſet before them, are 
at preſent, every one among them in ſucceſſion, 
as e ee of what f is called reflec- 
tion, „ 


conſume, they are themſelves conſuming;. by - 
ruin of your thi 


pliment not pay you? 
of what he calls a v 
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2 10us wo- 
man's price exceeds, e e e e . 


_ - then, how king Solomo 
woman. You may find what we allude to in 
the one and thirtieth chapter of his Proverbs, 
verſe the roth, &c. to the end. Her huſ- 

. band's heart, he ſays, -« truſts in her. She 
will do him good, while living, and not on. 

She is up before the day commences I 
_« diſtributes meat to all that are her Ne. 
* She delights to uſe her needle, and is occu- 


bies; they would be more plenteous. Hear, 


«pied in ſpinning. She relieves the poor, 


.< and ſtretcheth forth her hands to all the 
**© needy. Silk and purple is her raiment. By 


% the labour of her hands does ſhe array her 
« huſband, who is known among the nobles 


from the elegance of his apparel. Her own 
clothing is no leſs than ſtrength and honour. 
* Wiſdom iflues from her lips, and kindneſs 
« fits upon her tongue. She looketh pee 
to what her houſehold are employed in, and 


40 e never eat Fans: _—_ of idleneſs. Her 
2 | 0 | 60 3 8 


— 6 mae 
4 among the ſex called manly, if of that deſcrip- 
| tion any are here preſent, though, if not, the 
advice will be of uſe to you, dear little fair 
ones; and we ſay, it ſeenis to us no bad con- 
tinuation of the preſent ſubject, if we warn 
Ts you never to inſult the modeſty and underſtand- 
» ing of that individual you may very likely have 
le from among the other ſex, with nauſe- 
ous. TOR Her perſon, ſuch as ſhe muſt 
| know ſhe has no claim to. Never let ſuch 
charms as thoſe of Venus, and the Graces, be 
appropriated to your charmer, when you court 
ber. Surely ſhe will have enough to pleaſe 
vou, if her air and geſture, attitude, appearance, 
and deportment be as beautiful as nature or 
God's providence deſigned to make them. 
They, who by their ſuitors have been praiſed 
as goddeſſes before they married, always prove 
much leſs than women after. The civilities of 
life, indeed, require we ſhould adopt the lan- 
guage of politeneſs; and this language is a coin 
that will do well enough for. thoſe who meet 
perhaps to- day, and on the morrow will not 
ſee each other; but the ſtyle of . courtſhip, that | 


two 
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ans it ee 
pon rwe whats to be laid. 


midſt of b golden ds 
In bon. ts un of or cs vpn i 3 


| py? Wees ——— 8 that „ ; 
any of you, either male or 1 
Friendſhip with the perſon you deſire to marry 9 
you would act, not only wickedly but in con- 
ſiſtently, if you ſhould go about to ſunder 3 
your: expreſſion from your thoughts. O 2 
occaſions more particularh is tlie proverb v 5 l 
fied, that ara” 4 muſt. be, for ever, the belt 
Fo 0 . inftruAions, on the choice of a _ 


connection, ſuch as is moſt likely to affect Y 
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inexperience vin provijtittion:36-be: happy, 


will not let you think of, even granting that 
in point of morals you have pitched upon a 
proper perſon. That one grand ae omen . 
diſparity or inequality of fortune, ſince unequal 
matches frequently are fatal to both parties; 
but of all diſparity, or inequality, an inequality 
in point of education muſt eventually be un- 
happy. After this, dear children, let not any 


one among you wonder that ſo many admoni- 
tions are eſſential on à point of ſuch import- 


 Jance, but deſire of God, that as you grow 


in years, you may advance in reaſon, to diſ- 
cern the truth of what we have been preaching 


to you. Oh great God,” fay every night, 
at leaſt, and morning to him, when you thank 
his mercy for the bleſſings of the cheerful day, 


and ſupplicate him to protect you from the 
1 of the night, “be gracious to us, and 
s vouchſafe that we may rather be preſerved in 


1 the ſimplicity and innocence peculiar to our 
youth, than loſe it though we afterwards 


F n en e may abtain this" happi- 


« neſs, 


et 


— 


thy good provide 
unhappineſs which fuch 


« will this aurora of our. life. 
«« ſplendid day. The bloſſom 
« will produce ripe fruit when 
«to men and women. We ſhall now be 
« bleſſed with pleaſure, and in time 
« dom. Finally, becauſe at preſent we evince 
« the prudence of 0 
r happy in the crown. thou wilt beſtow - | 
« on all thy children, when this world is done 
« away, and thy eternal reign 


* 


« us, we pray thee, for the ſake of Jeſus 


. 
. * 


« Chriſt; to whom, as well as to the Holy 
« Spirit, be aſcribed all praiſe, 


K. * — 


. MARRIAGE is a ſerious thing! 
Let me enter, Lord, therein; 
Not as numbers roynd me do, HELI 

5 5 ran and my too: 


* ; * 


5 | Theſe fore-franght, e 
P 
For their folly or their fault. 
1 rougher ſex if born, os 
Let me Flattery's language ſcorn ; 
Nor a goddeſs, when I wooe, © 
© Title her to whom I fue.  _ © 
ALI Sure for me, its £9; Hig £6 
| All I need 
Mm. 55,77 4 
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Than my ſuitor to believe, 5 
Flattering fo a child of Eve. 


8 


If I prove what God decreed. 
Exp or Vorunx II. 
* : 1 2 


